ACADEMIC LANGUAGE SCAFFOLDING

Suggested steps in an academic language scaffolding lesson: 

1. Identify academic vocabulary and language structures. Provide literature that uses the vocabulary. 

2. Provide an introductory activity that allows the scaffolding of both the academic vocabulary and language functions in a non-stressful manner. 

3. Model the use of the vocabulary or language structure; use the vocabulary in questions, provide a model of note-taking, or post the words in the room on a bulletin board. 

4. Guide and monitor the use of the vocabulary by the students. Try an activity that allows students to work in pairs or small groups, interacting verbally. 

5. Conclude your lesson with a review of the vocabulary and language structure. Remember, for example, the word “osmosis” in a science lesson may be new not only to an LEP student but to traditional students as well! 

ENROLLMENT OF ELL STUDENTS

Many school districts across the state are unsure of the exact procedure for enrolling ELL students. According to the Basic Education Circular of July 

2001 (Pennsylvania Code) titled, “Educating Students with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) and English Language Learners (ELL,)” districts must observe the following: 

“English language learners must be enrolled upon presentation of a local address and proof of immunization. It is not appropriate to deny students access to school (telling them to stay home) for any period of time while verifying the information they present. Subjecting them to scrutiny that is not part of the normal enrollment process is discriminatory and may place the school district/charter school at risk of legal action. 

Note: Students are not required to provide social security numbers or immigration status information as a condition for enrollment and may not be denied enrollment as a result.” 

AN ESL QUIZ

Try this short quiz and see if you are up-to-date on these ESL items. Circle true or false. 

1.
Foreign exchange students do not need to be placed in an ESL program. 

2.
50% of the world’s people are bilingual. 

3.
The Woodcock/Munoz and the IPT (IDEA Proficiency Test) may be used to determine English language proficiency. 

4.
Spanish is the most commonly spoken first language among Pennsylvania’s LEP students. 

5.
In the classroom, all content area teachers must have accommodations for testing ELLs; the teacher must use different assessments for traditional students and ELLs. 

If you answered true to all five questions, you got them all correct!! 

1. True False 

2. True False 

3. True False 

4. True False 

5. True False

You hear a great deal of discussion in academic circles about “scaffolding” for LEP students. What does this really mean? Are we placing them in a shop area to learn construction? Actually, of course, ESL has borrowed this term. Read on to see what “scaffolding” really means. Academic language scaffolding supports the successful participation in content area instruction of ELLs by assisting them with the academic language associated with other core subjects, such as mathematics, social studies, or science. In 1986, Jim Cummins, an ESL researcher, identified two types of acquired language. The first, basic interpersonal communications skills, or BICS, is the “social language” and is learned more quickly and easily than academic language. In fact, it generally takes one year or less to learn. This is why so many ELLs sound proficient in English when they are only engaging in conversation.  

Cognitive academic language proficiency, or CALP, is the language needed by an LEP student to be successful in content area instruction. There are a number of strategies that a content area teacher may use to assist an ELL. Incidentally, the following strategies address TESOL Goal 2, which is to use English to achieve academically in all content areas.

ACADEMIC LANG SCAFFOLDING BRIEF.doc

