KEY CONCEPTS IN ELL EDUCATION

BICS (Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills)

· BICS is survival English, as well as the language used in daily interaction.  BICS is usually acquired within about 1-2 years.  


CALP (Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency)

· CALP will require much more time than BICS to develop in an ELL student.  This is because the language we use for cognitively advanced and academic tasks tends to be much more abstract and difficult.  It isn't that the ELL student has trouble with the academic task at hand. It is the language used to negotiate the task that poses a problem for ELL students without advanced CALP.  

Scaffolding
· This term refers to all of the different strategies that teachers and peers use to make English more comprehensible to students.  You are scaffolding when you use simple sentence structure and vocabulary; you are scaffolding when you draw a picture to illustrate a narrative.

Comprehensible Input

· Input refers to the actual language that ELL students see and hear around them.  When the language is simple enough to be understood, it can be called "comprehensible."  Only input that is comprehensible will contribute to the language learning process.  Often input is made comprehensible through scaffolding.

Interaction

· This is the activity that promotes language learning.  We learn languages not by imitating others or by memorizing rules, but through using language for the purpose of communication with others.  ELL students learn English by interacting with English speakers and with print.  The goal of the teacher is to facilitate as much meaningful interaction as possible.

The Silent Period

· This is a natural period of silence that nearly all language learners, especially children, go through at the beginning level.  While they might appear passive and uninvolved, ELL students at this stage are absorbing and sorting out the language.  They will need some time before they are able to speak, and teachers should respect this necessary period of adjustment and preparation, rather than trying to force production.

Stages of Language Development

It is helpful to be aware of the stages of language development: 

· Pre-production:  This is the Silent Period, and it usually lasts between 1 and 3 months.  While students may say almost nothing at this stage, they will physically respond to language.  Remember that they understand more than they produce at this stage.

· Early Production:  This stage lasts for several weeks.  Students at this stage will be able to say one or two words, or short phrases.  Again, more is understood than can be produced.

· Speech Emergence:  At this stage, students will begin to use more language, and will sometimes produce complete sentences.  They will also be able to participate in small group activities.

· Intermediate Fluency:  This is the stage that lasts the longest.  In fact, students may remain at this stage for several years, slowly gaining the fluency of a native speaker.  While the students at this stage will seem to exhibit fewer and fewer differences from native speaker peers, their lack of complete proficiency will surface when dealing with abstract subjects.
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