Burrell School District
Inquiry Based Science Grading
National Geographic Science Program 


The National Geographic Science program is philosophically different from traditional science programs. The goal of National Geographic Science is to immerse students into the nature of science and inquiry, as well as build scientific and content literacy. Lessons are designed around these guiding principles allowing for authentic inquiry based science. In an effort to determine students’ ability to inquire and demonstrate scientific literacy, assessments are used to offer information about growth and performance. It is our intent for final science grades to be reflective of the guiding principles of the National Geographic Science program. The following list provides examples of assessments that are used in the Burrell School District elementary science program. Each of these assessments provides feedback about growth and performance in science inquiry; while at the same time allow points to be earned toward a final grade. Results of these assessments can be viewed on Edline and on returned rubrics and tests. However, it is important to note that assessment may not occur weekly. This is the result of a more rigorous assessment philosophy that focuses on providing students feedback about their performance. 


	
Assessment 
	
Assessment Description
	Grading/ scoring of assessment

	Science Notebook
	The science notebook is a place to record observational data and includes notes, drawings, tables, charts, graphs, vocabulary, and questions
	Scored Rubric 

	Explore activity/ experiment 
	The explore activity is the first level of inquiry where students are given directions and instructions about how to go about answering a question. They already know the answer to the question being asked
	Scored Rubric 

	Direct inquiry/ experiment
	The direct inquiry is the second level of inquiry where the students are provided the problem and the procedure, but are left to reach their own conclusions based on data interpretation. 
	Scored Rubric 

	Guided inquiry/ experiment
	The guided inquiry is the third level of inquiry where students are provided a problem or questions, but are left to devise their own method and solutions to come up with a conclusion 
	Scored Rubric 

	Open ended inquiry/ experiment 
	The open ended inquiry is the highest level of inquiry where problems,, methods, and solutions are derived by students as they design their own experiment to investigate a problem. Students will collect their own data and use evidence to reach their own conclusion 
	Scored Rubric 

	Chapter Test 
	The chapter test requires students to demonstrate content knowledge through short answer responses. 
	Graded test

	Unit Assessment 
	The unit assessment is a test that requires students to demonstrate content knowledge through performance or application. 
	Graded test

	In-class assignments 
	In-class assignments can be used as performance assessment or application 
	Five points 



