

Parent Advisory Group
April 29, 2021
Kurt Moellering, Head of school, Gretchen Petersen, Chief Operating Officer,  Amy Davis, Principal Middle School, Jen Thorell, Principal High School, Debby Worcester, Admin Asst. to Director
Parents attending: Christine Carey, Tim Flood, Lori Day


Last Parent Advisory Group meeting of the school year!

Updates:

	COVID 19: 
		State numbers: vaccinated 54.1%, positive 1.8%, daily 19.6
		Information filtered to schools:
· CDC guidelines
· Governor Baker
· Commissioner Riley
· 766 Schools
Information to parents:
· Newsletter monthly
· Or emails
95% of staff at LPS are vaccinated
Cautioning guidelines
· Hand washing
· Social distancing
· Masks 
Optimistic and cautious

In-Person:
	Remote teachers returning 
	Opening cohort model
	More live teaching
	Handful of students mix with students of another cohort – same class 
	Computer and art classes will be zooming
	Students that are remote will be zooming still

Speaker Series:
	The Intersection Between Language-Based Disabilities and Social Emotional Challenges
	May 19, 2021
	6:00-7:15pm
	Presenters: Maureen Austin LMHC, Supervisor of LPS Counselors in Middle School
	And Jennifer Jurkiewicz, LMHC, and Educational Team Facilitator at LPS for Middle School
	What it is?
	When to assist?
	Information for the community to spread to others – parents welcome!






DEI Committee:
	Created a committee to develop DEI
	Lot of staff will be participating
	Reading a book : Unconscious Bias In Schools
· Looking for connection with other schools
· Provide resources to families
· Look to bring speakers to LPS
· Want the student/staff to relate to everyone 

Silver Lining Celebration:
	May 12, 2021 at 6:00 – 6:30pm
	Spring fundraiser
	Because of COVID it’s hard to celebrate but:
	We are celebrating what we have learned and that we are resilient
	Need for more upgraded technology – if don’t have access, change process
	The fundraiser is focusing on buying whiteboards for classes – to benefit the students

MCAS:
	2022 Jrs.. currently are not required to take MCAS – but must pass classes
	Testing begins next week and runs through mid-June except for memorial week
	Parents/Guardians please make sure students grade 5-10:
· have a good breakfast 
· Can order at school too 
· Get a good night sleep
· No appt. outside of school 
· See website calendar for dates

	Mid-Cycle Review:
		May 6th from 8:00 to 12:00
		Virtually 
		Interview with staff
		Observations of classes
		Tour of school
		This is a 3 year review of program and policies

	After School Program
		Running from 5/17/21 to 6/14/21
		Basketball, baking, arts and crafts, and animation groups
		Staying with covid protocol
		Cohorts grades:
			5th & 6th
			7th & 8th
			9th & 11th
			10th & 12th

	





	Summer Program:
		Dates: July 12, 2021 – July 30, 2021
		5 days a week
		8:00-2:00pm
		Entering grades for fall
		COVID protocol
		Choice of in-person or remote
		Will not mix in-person and remote 


	Blue/Green Event:
		April 30th ½ day
		Competition
		Team Building – Madlibs
		Wear LPS shirts
		So far the Blue/Green are tied for the year
		Let’s see what happens on the 30th!

	Looking Ahead:
		Next year
		Lots of questions
		Will keep parents/guardians informed
		
Questions from parents:

	Parent question: With guidelines changing for in-person would Graduation change so we can 
			   invite more people?
	Answer:	   Yes, we are having the Graduation in the Church because we were hoping that
			    the guidelines would change and more space in the Church.  LPS just needs to
			    go through to be sure that pods of 6 people in families can sit together and there
			    is enough space for all to bring 6.  And we will still zoom those who can’t attend.

	Parent question: Next year will cohorts combine in-person?
	Answer:	   To early to tell, best guess that we will be in-person, however LPS will keep
			   you informed over the summer how guidelines go for schools. 
	Parent question:  Are students at LPS 16 y.o. and over getting vaccinated?
	Answer:	    Since it just started not sure who is mandated by state law or decision as more  					    information comes available.  However, it is happening not sure of rate it will be 				    completed.
	Statement from parent:  Happy that DEI education is looking forward.
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