Conduct on Bus and Disciplinary Measures
Bus riding is a privilege provided by the Henry County Public Schools.  Each Principal has the ultimate responsibility for ensuring the good deportment of students who ride on the school bus and who walk to and from school.  It is each student’s responsibility to maintain his/her riding privileges by exhibiting acceptable conduct on the bus at all times.

Bus drivers shall promptly report any violation of District policy or school rules to the Director of Transportation who will notify the school principal.  Drivers are in charge of their buses, and their first responsibility shall be the safe transportation of their passengers.  In the event that one or more pupils are behaving in such a way as to endanger the safety of other pupils on the bus, the driver is authorized to order the offending pupils from the bus.  In the vent a pupil is discharged for disciplinary reasons, the driver shall make every effort to do so near a house or open business establishment.  At the first reasonable opportunity, the driver shall notify the Director of Transportation, the Principal of the school where the pupil attends, or the Superintendent and the student’s parent or legal guardian.

The Principal is authorized to withhold bus-riding privileges up to a maximum of ten (10) school days per occurrence in the case of habitual or serious conduct violations.  The Principal shall notify the parents in cases where bus-riding privileges have been withheld.  

The Superintendent or the Superintendent’s designee may withhold bus-riding privileges up to the remainder of the school year.

The parents or guardians by be held responsible for restitution or any damages, beyond normal usage, inflicted by their child.  

Students with disabilities who exhibit inappropriate conduct shall be managed in accordance with their Individual Education Plan (IEP) and the legal obligations and standards adopted by the Board.

Pupils shall conform to transportation rules and regulations prescribed under state statutes and under state and local regulations.

Instruction in bus conduct and safety shall be provided to all transported students.  Instruction shall include the following rules:

1. Students shall be on time at the bus stop.  It is a good practice to be ready five minutes prior to normal bus arrival time.  The bus cannot wait for those who are late.
2. Pupils shall wait at their assigned bus stop off the roadway and shall remain there until the driver has stopped the bus, opened the entrance door, and signaled the pupils to enter the bus.

3. Pupils shall not cross the roadway when entering the school bus until signaled to do so by the driver.

4. When students are required to cross the roadway when entering or leaving the school bus, crossings shall be made in front of the bus.  Pupils shall cross approximately ten (10) feet in front of the bus in order that the bus driver may see them.

5. When pupils enter the bus, they shall proceed directly to a seat.  

6. Pupils shall remain seated until the bus has come to a complete stop.

7. Pupils shall not extend their arms, legs, or heads out the bus windows.

8. Pupils shall not change from one seat to another while the bus is in motion unless given permission by the bus driver.

9. Pupils shall not create noise on the bus to the extent that it might distract the bus driver or to the extent that it might interfere with the driver’s ability to hear the signals of emergency vehicles or an approaching train.

10. Students shall not bring on the bus any item that might block the aisle or exits or the view of the bus driver.  (a more detail list of items not allowed on the bus is here).

11. The driver shall be responsible for the bus and the behavior of the passengers.  Students shall comply fully and promptly with the driver’s instructions and without arguing viewpoints.

12. Students shall be courteous to the driver and fellow students.

13. Students shall not mar or otherwise deface the bus.  If a student willfully damages a bus, he/she will lose riding privileges until charges for repair of damages have been paid in full.  

14. Students are not to tamper with mechanical equipment, accessories, or controls of the bus.

15. Students shall assist in keeping the bus safe and clean at all times.  Students shall not throw litter of any kind on the floor of the bus.  A bag or box shall be provided for trash.

16. Students shall not leave the bus through the rear door except during an emergency situation.

17. In the case of a road emergency involving the bus or the bus and another vehicle, the students shall remain in the bus unless given other instructions by the driver.

18. Student behavior can be monitored by use of electronic equipment.  All tapes are subject to confidentiality restrictions.

19. Bus passes must be obtained in the office before school any time there is a change in bus transportation.  Parent notes or phone calls are required.  Calls by parents should be made as early in the day as possible except in emergencies.

The following improper behaviors may result in withholding of riding privileges: insolence, not following driver’s instructions, vulgar actions or gestures, obscene or profane language, fighting, pushing, shoving, use of tobacco products on the bus, throwing articles or objects in or from the bus, obstructing the aisle in any manner, occupying more space in a seat than is needed and refusing to allow another passenger to sit down, exiting the bus at improper location, and other disruptive and disturbing actions.

Procedures for Handling Bus Misconduct

1. Upon enrollment in school, all students will be given a Code of Acceptable Behavior and Discipline Handbook to be signed by the parent and returned to school.

2. For minor infractions, the driver will warn the students.

3. For the FIRST MISCONDUCT REPORT, the Principal will have a conference with the student and give a severe reprimand or appropriate additional discipline.  The Principal will explain to the student what will happen if a second misconduct occurs.  A copy of the misconduct report will be sent home explaining what will occur if a second bus misconduct occurs.
4. For the SECOND MISCONDUCT REPORT, the Principal will have a conference with student and may issue a 1-3 day bus suspension.  The Principal will send information home with the parent’s copy of the misconduct report explaining what will happen if a third bus misconduct occurs.  The Director of Student Services will contact the student concerning his/her bus behavior when necessary.

5. For the THIRD MISCONDUCT REPORT, the Principal will conference with the Director of Transportation and student and may issues a 3-5 day bus suspension.  The principal will notify the parent that a conference will be needed before the student is allowed back on the bus.  The Directors of Transportation and Student Services will be notified.
6. For the FOURTH MISCONDUCT REPORT, the Principal will work with the Director of Transportation, bus driver, Director of Student Services, and parent to determine riding privileges for the year.  If privileges are revoked, a letter from the Superintendent will be sent home explaining when the next board meeting will be held and how a student may appear at the meeting to request reinstatement.  
