CFES PTO MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 7, 2022
9:30 a.m.

· Welcome: New PTO Co-Presidents Michelle Boyle and Amanda Frake welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the school year. For more information and to get involved, they have created a welcome back packet for volunteers and parents on our PTO website.

· Treasurer’s Report: John Mitchell 
· The board unanimously voted to approve the operating budget for the 2022-2023 school year. Total income is estimated at $42,000 and total expenses estimated at $40,890. Additions to expenses this year will include purchasing PTO insurance for events and adding back playground consumables for recess equipment.
· All financial transactions will be updated to reflect the new CFES PTO entity that took effect on August 1st, 2022. 
· We are adopting a new reimbursement policy to send out checks just once a month, at the end of each month. 

· PTO Business:
(1) Sister School - Sara Krausz (Chair): We are partnering with Mitchell Elementary school in Philadelphia for our seventh year. Many service projects will be planned to help our sister school. There is currently a back-to-school drive underway to supply backpacks and water bottles to Mitchell through September 30th. Donations can be dropped off at the school or purchased online through an Amazon wish list.
(2) Foreign Language Club - Elisa Maas (Chair): Registrations will soon be underway for the Foreign Language Club. Classes will be offered both before and after school in Spanish, French and possibly German. Look for a link to register and pay on signup genius. Classes start October 17th.
(3) Spirit Wear – Kristin Nicholson (Chair): Sales were a big success on back-to-school night. We sold 84 shirts. We will have more for sale at the Fall Festival. We are also planning an online spirit wear sale to launch in November for the holidays.
(4) Homeroom Coordinator – Kristen Zimmerman (Chair): Homeroom parent signups are currently underway. Right now, all classes - except for two - have at least one parent volunteer. We are still in need of a second parent for many classes. The signup will go out again in the next newsletter. The deadline is September 16th.
(5) Hospitality – Meredith Petruccelli (Chair) – Teachers and staff will be appreciated each month this year, with treats or meals provided on the first Wednesday of the month. Hospitality kicked off today in the staff breakroom honoring the favorites of the K-1 teachers.
(6) Volunteer Recruiting – Jessica Eldridge (Chair) – We have several new parent volunteers, including some who are brand new to CFES, signed up to help with events this year. Some activities are already full, but many more are available and need help, including someone to lead assemblies. The signup will be distributed again.
(7) Fall Festival – Amanda Frake (Chair) – This will be held at Ramsey’s Farm again this year, on Friday September 30th. Tickets will be $15 and include a hayride, corn maze, pumpkin patch, bonfires and s’mores.

· Principal’s Report: Danielle Clark presented several updates:
· Students have started the year learning safety drills - including severe weather, fire and lockdown procedures. Today, bus riders practiced bus safety drills at drop-off.
· The district is increasing security measures at all buildings – adding additional cameras to monitor outdoor areas like the playground, and looking into sensors for school exteriors.
· Thanks to the PTO for making it a very welcome start to the school year. Your efforts at new family orientation and the staff breakfast were very much appreciated.
· Students will be learning about trust this month - the core essential trait for September.
· Plans are underway for a monthly Chat with Clark meeting for students to get together and share ideas with the principal.
· First in Math is underway. The goal this year is for the entire student body to earn one million stickers and have a math celebration at the end of the year.
· CFES is going to implement a walking/learning trail around the school, complete with signage, for students to get outside and take brain breaks.
· Reading targets for the year are being established, with the goal to have students participate in literature talks.
· Another Earth Day/Wellness Day is already being planned for April with learning sessions for students throughout the day.
· CFES is receiving a grant from Stroud Water Research Center to create an access point to the creek running through the front of the school property. This will give 4th and 5th grade students the opportunity to take part in stream studies. Stroud is also donating the supplies for field research.

· Meeting Adjourned at: 11:45 a.m.
