16Aug2022

Town of Putnam
Veteran’s Advisory Committee Meeting

Members Present:
Robert Challinor Jr., Hans W. Lowell, David Gilbert, Alan R. Goslin, Michael Vassar, Jim Bradley, Willie Bousquet (Ex Officio – Town of Putnam Parks and Recreation Department Head), Mayor Barney Seney (Ex Officio – Town of Putnam Executive Head).
Members Excused:
Brian Menard

Meeting opened at 19:00
• Call for Nominations for Committee Positions:
	Robert Challinor Jr. Nominated for Chaiman
	Hans W. Lowell Nominated for Secretary
• Nominations closed unanimously.  All Nominations accepted by members and motion to accept carried.
• Meeting schedule set by members present moving forward.  This Committee will meet one time a month, on the second Tuesday at 19:00 hours.
• Scope of Intent for Committee discussion
	- To uphold and meet the needs set forth by Connecticut House Bill 5317 (October 1, 2018)
• Discussion on Veteran’s related projects within Town:
	- Grove Street Civil War Memorial – Local Boy Scout, Mr. Haydecker (B.S.A. Troop 25) is planning an Eagle Scout Rank Project to revitalize the Memorial and its grounds.  Working with the Parks and Rec. Department for funding and logistics.  Pricing for a new 25 foot flagpole is being researched by the Parks and Rec. Department.
	- Veteran’s Park (127 Church Street) – The Parks and Recreation Department, Albert J. Breault Veteran’s of Foreign Wars Post 1523, American Legion Post 21, the Veteran’s Coffee House and other local Veterans have been working on a proposal for redesigning the grounds and reconfiguring the Veteran’s Memorials to accommodate Putnam’s revitalization and any future need for Memorials for Veterans.  The proposal for Harvard H. Ellis Technical High School to assist with Electrical and Masonry appears to be non-existent, so all Members will research alternate bids.  Local Veteran, Tony Rendon, will provide a bid for the fencing the divide the Congregation B’nai Shalom Synagogue and Park property.  Mayor Seney will contact Congressman Joe Courtney’s Office to seek a Grant to assist with Funding of this project.  The Beirut Memorial has been received by the Town and is awaiting this project for installation.
	- Local Cemeteries – VFW Post 1523 has opened discussions with the Sait Mary’s Church Cemetery Association and the Park Street Cemetery Association to discuss Liabilities in an ongoing project to locate and restore all Local Veteran’s burial markers within the Town.  Research is still needed on local privately owned Cemeteries to identify if there are any Local Veterans that have missed being honored in burial.  The VFW Post will put together Liability Binders for the Cemetery Associations for project work.  This project is to uphold the Town of Putnam’s legal responsibility through CT General Statutes Title 27, Chapter 506 § 27-123.  Discussion on establishing the 3 appointed Veterans for the Cemetery oversight task force taken and tabled.  Alan Joslin and Hans Lowell identified as interested.
• Discussion on whether this Committee could approach the local Yale YMCA Youth and Family Center to discuss its commitment to the Putnam Community through the addition of a Veteran’s (Or Disabled Veteran’s) discount or pro-rated Membership program.  Tabled.
• Secretary Lowell to work with Executive Assistant Geeza to include this Committee’s actions on the Town of Putnam’s Website.
• Meeting adjourned at 19:50
