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Boyd County Board of Education Special Board Meeting

July 20, 2020 4:00 PM

Boyd County High School 

14375 Lions Lane 

Ashland, KY  41102

Attendance Taken at 3:56 PM: 

Present Board Members:   

Ms. Linda Day 

Ms. Tammy Pruitt 

Mrs. Mindy Stanley 

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr  

Absent Board Members:   

Dr. Judy Nichols (Illness)
1. The Boyd County Board of Education met in a Special meeting Monday, July 20, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. in the Boyd County High School Alumni Auditorium.  The purpose of this meeting was to discuss and consider approving the Re-Opening Plan of Boyd County Public Schools' 2020-2021 school year.  This meeting will follow all Kentucky Department of Public Health guidelines, including masks being worn by all attendees, proper social distancing and attendance limitations as directed.  

2. Called Meeting to Order at 4:06 PM  

3. Pledge to the United States Flag  

4. Reading of the Board Goals  

"All students will be active self-motivated life-long learners."

"All students will graduate and demonstrate the skills and the knowledge to support productive citizenship." 

5. Adoption of the Agenda  

Order #001 - Motion Passed:  Adoption of the Agenda passed with a motion by Ms. Tammy Pruitt and a second by Mrs. Mindy Stanley.  

Ms. Linda Day             Yes

Dr. Judy Nichols          Absent

Ms. Tammy Pruitt          Yes

Mrs. Mindy Stanley        Yes

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr Yes

6. Dialogue  

6.1. Discussion of the 2020-2021 Re-Opening Plan for the school district - Superintendent Bill Boblett  

Will present and discuss the Plan considered by the Re-Opening School Committee.  

Discussion: 

Mr. Boblett advised a letter was sent out July 16, 2020 to parents with two (2) options for parents to choose from.  He advised he has seen Minutes of all the Committee meetings to staff to keep them informed. He advised the following options for students: Option 1 - Virtual Academy platform Option 2 - Traditional Learning, five (5) days per week. 

He stated they initially looked at the possibility of an A/B schedule but got negative feedback as teachers would be teaching Group A and would not be available to communicate to students in the other group. He advised, based on current enrollment, there is enough space for social distancing following the Kentucky Department of Education, Boyd County Health Department and Kentucky Health guidelines. He stated this could all change tomorrow but it was necessary to develop a plan.  
He advised it will be difficult to implement social distancing at the high school level.  He has looked at off-site locations; however, that would require hiring extra teachers. 

Still working on issues such as students with medical issues getting a doctor’s form completed, hygiene, social distancing, etc. to get all this done.  He advised Hand sanitizer stations are placed throughout the schools. 

He advised the Board if there are not any changes as a result of this meeting, a Parent Choice form will go out with a deadline of July 31st to make their choice.  There is a grace period of September 4, 2020 if parent chooses to change their mind about the option they chose. 

Regarding busing, KDE is now allowing a full load of students, masked on buses daily.  We will begin running two (20) AM routes, one elementary and one high school/middle school.
There has been a Quick Reference Guide provided for parents to review and determine what they want to do for each child.  They will fill out a form for each child in the household.
Janice Marcum explained the Calvert virtual platform for elementary, K-5 grades.  Students daily schedule is suggested, 4 core subjects and two electives.  There is a teacher facilitator with reflection and feedback.  Students can message teachers.  This program works with their schedule and the teacher will be available certain hours.  She stated this program is very teacher/parent friendly.  Parents' dedication of time is important. 

She explained the Plato platform for middle and high school virtual learning.  She stated it works the same way.  The district can use courses "as-is" or teachers may make changes.  Follows the common core standards and aligns closely with what we do.  There is flexibility for change and this one is also teacher/parent friendly. 

Mr. Boblett pointed out the virtual academy platform is not for everyone.  He stated those students on the academy will stay with the academy during snow days/NTI.  
He stated staff have been sent an email asking those with medical conditions/issues to respond to central office staff. 

He advised there would be huge gaps with virtual learning students due to working at a slower pace, internet issues, attending daycare, or staying with grandparents and returning to the classroom from virtual learning, it would be difficult to catch up. 

There was discussion by audience members and Mr. Boblett explained the following in response to questions. 

· Working on aligning Band, choir, etc. for students per guidelines.
· 1 1/2 weeks trail basis, traditional or virtual but out past September 4, students would have to stay with the plan they are on. 

· CTE courses will be available for high school students with possibility of offering the hands-on at different hours. 

· Preschool Parent Choice form will be sent out later as we are checking guidelines with both federal and state levels as this is a blended program and must follow both guidelines. 

· Lunches for elementary students will be in the cafeteria with plexiglass partitions. Are working out a meal plan for the high and middle school levels. Also working out the meal plan for virtual students to be able to pick up meals daily. 

· Parents must complete a Parent Choice Form for each child. There will be a ½ year commitment to either option. 

· If a child at a bus stop is showing a temperature/fever, and no parent is at the stop, that child will be isolated on the bus and taken to the school to be placed in isolation and the parent will be called. 

Board member, Mindy Stanley, thanked Mr. Boblett and the committee members for their time in coming up with the plan.  Chairperson Day stated she was proud of the committee and Mr. Boblett as well as our district for what we have done. 

· Mr. B advised students with IEP can do virtual OT/PT. 

· Students participating in virtual learning will be allowed to participate in sports.  Chairperson Day asked about our numbers with students participating now in sports.  Pete Fraley advised the numbers are up.  This is all voluntary.  He stated new guidelines will be released August 3. 

· If one child is diagnosed with COVID, the Health Department will be contacted and we will follow their guidelines. 

7. Action Items  

7.1. Approve the Re-Opening School Plan as presented for the 2020-2021 school year;  

Order #002 - Motion Passed:  Consider Superintendent's recommendation to approve the Re-Opening School Plan as presented for the 2020-2021 school year passed with a motion by Ms. Tammy Pruitt and a second by Mrs. Mindy Stanley.  

Ms. Linda Day             Yes

Dr. Judy Nichols          Absent

Ms. Tammy Pruitt          Yes

Mrs. Mindy Stanley        Yes

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr Yes

8. Focus of Business/Topics for Next Meeting  

8.1. Regular Board Meeting - July 28, 2020

     Person-to-Person or Virtual - To Be Determined  

9. Adjourned at 4:55 PM  

Order #003 - Motion Passed:  Adjournment passed with a motion by Ms. Tammy Pruitt and a second by Mrs. Mindy Stanley.  

Ms. Linda Day             Yes

Dr. Judy Nichols          Absent

Ms. Tammy Pruitt          Yes

Mrs. Mindy Stanley        Yes

Mr. Randall Stapleton, Jr Yes

_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Linda Day, Chairperson



William L. Boblett, Jr.,Superintendent
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