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SURROGATE PARENT INFORMATION SHEET

Federal and State laws require that each handicapped pupil must be offered a free and appropriate public education.  This entails a number of requirements for the agencies that proved special educational services.  They must find all children needing special education and determine if the child is, indeed, handicapped and determine the extent and nature of the handicap.  They must develop an appropriate program of education for the child and provide that program in an environment that is appropriate to the child’s needs.

In each of these steps, the child’s parents must be involved.  In cases where the child has no living parent, parents cannot be located, or who is, for whatever reason, a ward of the state, the local school district is required to appoint a surrogate to represent the interests of the child.

As a surrogate parent, you may come in contact with the school district when the child is evaluated, when an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is developed, when a change of placement is being considered, or in a Due Process hearing.  You may be asked to participate in any or all of these functions.

You may be asked to sign a form giving the school district permission to evaluate the child.  The school is required to tell you what kinds of tests they plan to use.  Your task is to determine whether or not to give the district your permission.  The school cannot evaluate the child without your permission.  You may want more information before you make your decision.  You have the right to examine any school records on the child which include tests that were performed in previous years, report cards, or confidential psychological reports.

You may request conferences with the child’s teachers or other individuals who know the child.  If you give your permission for evaluation, you must be informed of the resulting report.  If the evaluation indicates that the child is eligible for special education, you will be asked to attend an ARC (Admissions and Release Committee) meeting.  Agencies are required by law to develop an IEP for each handicapped child who is found to be in need of special education.  The IEP is written by a team of people, including the child’s parents or guardian, or in this case you, the child’s surrogate parent.  The ARC meeting is held so that a program can be designed to meet the child’s unique needs.  You as a member of the ARC team, must help determine what the annual goals and short term objectives should be for the child, what special services may be required, and what placement or setting is necessary for them to be achieved.  Federal and state law require that to the maximum extent appropriate, exceptional education students be provided special education and related services in the least restrictive environment.  That is, exceptional education students should be educated with their non-handicapped peers to the extent appropriate.

The Metcalfe County Board of Education does not discriminate of the basis of race, color, national origin, age, religion, marital status, sex, or handicap.
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You should be an active participant in the decision making process.  Request that terms be defined, and that professional terminology be explained.

 The IEP must be revised and updated each year.  If you remain as the child’s surrogate parent for a number of years, you will be asked to participate in his or her annual review.

Any change in placement also requires your consent.  You should determine if recommended changes are in the child’s best interest before you give your approval.  Changes to other special education programs or services requiring revisions in the IEP constitute the need for an ARC meeting.  If, at any point in the process, you disagree with the school district and this disagreement cannot be resolved, you have the right to request an impartial due process hearing.  Unresolvable issues related to identification, evaluation placement and provision of a free appropriate education may be brought to a hearing.  The district is required to provide you with information on your due process rights, including your right to request a hearing.  Procedures for requesting a hearing are included in the information provided to you in the booklet, Your Child’s Education, and the Surrogate Parent Supplement to that booklet, which you will receive when you are assigned to represent a pupil.

As a surrogate, your responsibilities are exclusively limited to representing the child in educational decisions.  If you always keep the child’s best interests in mind, you should find your experiences as a surrogate both simulating and rewarding.

The Metcalfe County Board of Education does not discriminate of the basis of race, color, national origin, age, religion, marital status, sex, or handicap.
