A Parent Guide for Elementary School Reading
Is Your Child a Struggling Reader?
Here are some clues and tips if your child is a struggling reader.

	If your child:
	Then:

	Does not recognize words that rhyme.
	Sing nursery rhymes with your child or read rhyming poetry.

	Does not recognize letters of the alphabet.
	Play with magnet alphabet letters and words on the refrigerator.

	Having difficulty with letter sounds.
	Repeat words with the same sound and repeat the sound.

	Having difficulty with words.
	Practice sight word flash cards and label household objects.

	Reads slowly with pauses.
	Read a story several times and reduce the time it takes to read the story each time. 

	Reads too fast and not pausing at punctuation marks.
	Practice pausing at punctuation marks.  Also use correct expression with end punctuation marks.

	Reads the passage but does not comprehend what has been read.
	Practice summarizing or retelling each page or chapter, orally or in writing.

	Does not believe he/she is a good reader.
	Encourage reading and good book choices at the child’s reading level.

	Does not enjoy reading.
	Select books of interest with your child.  Read along with your child and have book talks.  

	Having difficulty reading textbooks to complete assignments or not showing effort into reading assignments.
	Practice using bold print words, captions, headings, highlighted phrases, etc. to understand non-fiction reading.


How to Motivate Your Child to Read

· Read with your child.

· Let your child see you reading newspapers, magazines, and books.

· Have your child read newspaper articles, comics, and magazines of interest.

· Share your thoughts and reactions with your child of your readings.  Encourage your child to share their readings with you.

· Have a special time and place for reading as a family every day.  This will show that reading is important and enjoyable.

· Praise your child in their efforts to read.

· Visit the public library or school library with your child.

· Visit book stores with visiting authors or story time.

· Turn off the TV and talk with your child.

· Have books available and in sight to encourage your child to read.

Choosing the Right Book

Listen to your child read the first page of the book he/she selects.  If your child makes five or more errors on the first page, the book is too hard.  

Aurora City Schools assesses reading comprehension and fluency using AimsWeb probing along with our reading curriculum, Scott Foresman.  Your child may be working above, on target, or below the average range.  Contact your child’s teacher for more information regarding your child’s reading level.
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