
	Essential Standards Chart:  What is it we expect students to learn?  

	Grade:
	 8th
	Subject:  
	Social Studies
	Semester
	1st – 4th nine weeks
	Team 
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	Standard Description
	Example Rigor
	Prerequisite Skills
	Common 

Assessment
	When Taught?
	Extension Standards

	What is the essential standard to be learned?  Describe in student-friendly vocabulary.
	What does proficient student work look like?  Provide an example and/or description.
	What prior knowledge, skills, and/or vocabulary is/are needed for a student to master this standard?
	What assessment(s) will be used to measure student mastery?
	When will this standard

be taught?
	What will we do when students have learned the essential standard(s)?

	SS-08-1.1.2

* I can explain how democracy gives power to citizens and protects their rights.  The Constitution and laws exist to protect citizen’s rights.  
	To achieve proficiency, students need to be able to describe key characteristics of a democracy and explain how the Constitution protects Americans (examples: right to vote, federalism, term limits, checks and balances)
	Definition of Democracy, rights, Constitution. 
Prior knowledge: All forms of government
	Common multiple choice assessments as well an extended response. 
	We will begin teaching this standard in the second nine weeks but will continue to reinforce the basic ideas throughout the rest of the year.  
	*Apply knowledge of standard to current events.

	SS-08-1.2.1

* Students can identify the 3 branches of government and duties of each. Students can explain checks and balances using specific examples.  
	To achieve proficiency, a student would need to identify who is in each branch and their primary duty.  While they may not know all of the duties, they will be able to provide at least 3 examples of checks and balances and explain why checks and balances are important. 
	* Prerequisite skill – students need a working knowledge of the forms of government

* Vocabulary – 3 branches, veto, judicial review, Checks and balances
	9 weeks final – multiple choice assessment
	Begin teaching in the 3rd nine week and continue reinforcing throughout.
	*Rights/responsibilities of citizens 

*How to amend the Constitution
*Federalism – states vs. national government powers

	SS-08-1.3.1
*I can explain the significance of the Declaration of Independence, Constitution and Bill of Rights as they relate to my role as an American citizen.
	To achieve proficiency, students need to be able to explain that the DOI is the foundation for Democracy in American that established rule by the people.  The Constitution created the three branch system and establishes how gov will function.  The BoR lists basics freedoms guaranteed to all American citizens. 
	*Prerequisite skill – students need to know that the DoI explained why they separated from the British.  They need to know that the constitution is the written plan for gov in America and they need to know that the BoR lists their rights.
	American government documents extended response. 
	We begin teaching the Declaration of Independence during the 1st nine weeks but revisit during the 2nd.  Weeks 3-6 are spent on the constitution and weeks 7-8 are spent on the Bill of Rights.
	Will continue to reinforce the entire 2nd nine weeks

	
	
	
	
	
	

	SS-08-2.1.1

*I can give examples to show that I understand the definition of the word culture.  I can explain how culture influences the perspective of a group of people.  
	To achieve proficiency students must be able to give three examples of their own culture and explain how those elements impact their perspective.  
	*Prerequisite skill – students must be able to define the word “culture”.  
	Extended Response
	The definition of culture will be introduced in the 1st nine weeks when we teach them about Native Americans.  It will be reinforced in the 3rd and 4th nine weeks when we discuss the culture in the North and South prior to the Civil War. 
	*Apply their understanding of the word “culture” to learn about other cultures in the world.  

	SS-08-3.3.1
*I can explain how supply and demand effect the price of goods and services.  I can give specific examples 
	To achieve proficiency, students will need to score an 8+ on this portion of their economics test.   Questions asked will gauge their understanding of how supply and demand affect prices.  
	* Prerequisite skill – students need to understand the vocabulary terms: supply, demand, competition, scarcity, good and services.


	Economics Project

Economics Quiz

3rd Nine weeks final exam
	This target will be taught in the first two weeks of the nine-weeks in the economics unit.  
	*How competition affects price. 

*How scarcity affects price.
*Types of economies

	SS-08-3.4.2/SS-08-5.1.2
*I can explain how new ideas, tools and specialization impact production of goods. 
	In the economics unit, students will need to score an 8/10 on the economics quiz.  This will demonstrate that they understand the new inventions/ideas increase production.  In the Industrial Revolution unit, students will need to score an 8/10 to show that they can apply their knowledge to specific scenarios.  
	*Prerequisite skill – students need to know the vocab terms: technology, industrial revolution, production, distribution, consumption.  Students will need a working knowledge of how markets work and how supply and demand affect prices.  
	Economics Quiz
Industrial Revolution Quiz

3rd nine weeks Final Exam 
	In the economics unit, the groundwork will be laid and in the Industrial Revolution unit we will get into more specific scenarios/inventions.
	This target will continue into the Civil War Unit in the 4th nine weeks – the effect of the Cotton Gin and Steam Engines.  

	SS-08-4.1.1

*I can interpret geographic tools such as maps, photographs, charts, graphs, etc.  
	To achieve proficiency, students must be able to answer multiple choice questions based on a specific graphic with at least 80% accuracy. 
	*Prerequisite skills – students should know what a key/legend is on a map as well as the basic framework of a chart or graph (i.e. – title, key, x/y asix, etc.) 
	Weekly quizzes throughout the school year. 
	We will teach a basic review of charts, graphs and maps the first week of school and continue to practice this skill every week throughout the school year. 

	*Students will use their knowledge to create their own charts, graphs, maps, etc.

	

	SS-08-4.3.2

*I can explain why groups of people sometimes migrate and give specific examples from world/American history.  (war, disease, economic opportunity) 
	To achieve proficiency, students must be able to correctly answer multiple choice questions related to migration in each applicable unit.  
	*Prerequisite – students must know the definition of the word “Migrate” as well as the difference between “needs” and “wants”.  Students should be able to identify the universal needs of humans to survive.  
	Students will be assessed over this standard in chapter quizzes (multiple choice.)
	1st Nine weeks – Beringia migration, Colonial settlement, Great Convergence
3rd Nine weeks – Slave Trade, Immigration, Manifest Destiny
	*Students will apply their knowledge of historic migrations to current events.  Students will identify groups that are migrating today and why they are migrating.  

	SS-08-5.1.1

* I can interpret primary and secondary sources to better comprehend the significant events and the perspectives of different groups in history. 
	 To achieve proficiency, students must be able to answer passage-based multiple choice questions correctly 80% of the time.  
	*Prerequisite – students must know the difference between a primary and a secondary source.  
	(Formative)Group discussion/analysis of primary and secondary sources
Multiple Choice questions
	Primary and Secondary sources will be used formally (written/mc assessment) and informally (class discussion/context creator) throughout the school year. 
	*Writing assignments – using the source to support claims. 

	Reading 6-8 (1)
*I can cite textual evidence from a source to support a claim.  
	To achieve proficiency, students must be able to support a claim using a quote from a source at least 80% of the time.  
	*Prerequisite skill – students need to understand that “ “ should be used when quoting from a passage and that it’s important to always cite the source of information. 
	Writing assignment
	This skill is taught in ELA classes but practiced in Social studies throughout the year. 
	Yearlong 
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