	CCMS Essential Standards Chart:  What is it we expect students to learn?  
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	Standard Description
	Example Rigor
	Prerequisite Skills
	Common 

Assessment
	When Taught?
	Extension Standards

	What is the essential standard to be learned?  Describe in student-friendly vocabulary.
	What does proficient student work look like?  Provide an example and/or description.
	What prior knowledge, skills, and/or vocabulary is/are needed for a student to master this standard?
	What assessment(s) will be used to measure student mastery?
	When will this standard

be taught?
	What will we do when students have learned the essential standard(s)?

	RL & RI 7.1 I can tell what the text says literally and infer what reasonably could happen.
	The student reads both informational and literary pieces being able to determine the author’s purpose and the theme.
	The student must be able to:

· use context clues and

other strategies to

determine word meanings

· Make connections and use

prior knowledge
	Target Checks for

Comprehension
· Summative assessments
	2017-2018 school year
	Provide additional higher level reading tasks to reinforce this skill.

	RL & RI 7.4 I can determine the literal and figurative meaning of a word using context clues.
	Students who understand this skill will produce writing that uses includes a variety of figurative words and phrases.  They will also be able to comprehend the meaning of reading selections by identifying words using context clues.

	The student must be able to:

· use context clues and

other strategies to determine word meanings 

· Make connections and use prior

knowledge
	Target Checks for

comprehension

· Summative Assessments
	
	Include additional challenging selections.

	RL & RI 7.6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 
	The student reads both informational and literary texts and consistently determines point of view of author/characters. 
	The student must be able to:

· Annotate and close read

· Identify words and phrases which help indicate point of view. 
	Target Checks for

Point of view
	
	Include additional challenging selections.


	RL 7.2

	The theme will be expressed in a sentence that builds an understanding of larger issues embedded in text. The students shows an abstract understanding of how the plot and characters contribute to the message.


	Students must be able to identify the story's plot, the way the story uses characterization, and the primary conflict in the story.
	Students will be given various formative assessments, participate in discussions and write about the theme.
	Throughout the year.
	Reinforce this abstract understanding of texts and have students support theme with detailed rationale.  

	RI 7.2

	The student will be able to read an informational text and identify the central idea distinct from personal opinion.
	Students will need to be able to distinguish between opinion and facts.  They must also be able to annotate a text.
	Students will be able to read a variety of informational texts and determine the central idea.
	Throughout the year.
	Once students are able to find the central idea, they should expand this skill to include reading a variety of texts and watching media that delivers information. They can also conduct research.

	RI 7.3

	A student who can analyze an event or individual in detail will be able to make evidence-based judgments. He/she will be able to recognize anecdotes and examples and see their connection to the individual or event.
	The student must be able to analyze information. The student should be exposed to a variety of informational texts.
	The student will be assessed using a variety of informational texts.  Analysis and discussion will be used to assess the student’s understanding.
	Throughout the year.
	Students who have mastered this skill will be offered a variety of tasks that include real-world analysis of current events via reading materials and media.

	RL 7.1

	Proficient work would be work in which the student is able to make inferences about the text and cite textual evidence to support it. 
	They will need to be able to make inferences and understand how these inferences affect the meaning of the text.
	Target checks to include passages allowing students to make inferences and cite textual evidence.
	During various novels unit. 
	Incorporate writing to extend students’ knowledge and understanding using writing journals.
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	RI 7.3


	A student who can analyze an event or individual in detail will be able to make evidence-based judgments. He/she will be able to recognize anecdotes and examples and see their connection to the individual or event.
	The student must be able to analyze information. The student should be exposed to a variety of informational texts.
	The student will be assessed using a variety of informational texts.  Analysis and discussion will be used to assess the student’s understanding.
	Throughout the year.
	Students who have mastered this skill will be offered a variety of tasks that include real-world analysis of current events via reading materials and media.

	RL 7.4

	Students who understand the figurative and connotative meaning of words will be able to interpret the tone and intent of reading selections.  They will be able to identify how the word choices impact the reader’s interpretation.
	Students must be exposed to a variety of texts and activities that develop these skills. Vocabulary extensions, challenging texts and continuous reinforcement are needed.
	Frequent reading assessments and writing opportunities will show how well a student can understand and use words.
	Throughout the year.
	This skill is frequently difficult for students and will require diligent study. Students who do master this skill can be offered more challenging reading material.

	RL 7.7
	
	
	
	
	

	RI 7.8  Trace and evaluate an argument and an author’s claim in a text.

	Student will provide evidence that supports the author’s claim and recognize if author doesn’t have support. 
	Definition of claim and understanding relevant evidence. 
	Trace an author’s argument and its effectiveness. 
	5th 6 week period
	Students will be able to compare two different arguments about the same topic. 

	RI 7.9 Analyze how 2 or more authors writing about the same topic shape the key information of their presentation.  

	Students will identify different evidence and interpretation of facts from each author. 
	Identification of author’s stance. 
	Compare and contrast two authors writings. 
	5th 6 week period
	Analyze the writing of two or more authors in different genres of writing. 
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