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Overview 
    This lesson has a dual purpose.  The first is to point out the devastating social implications that were unique to the Civil War; the reality that many friends and families were divided due to differing political beliefs.  In addition to division, the frustration and agony experienced by those separated from their loved ones will be explored.  The second purpose is to delve into the powerful beliefs about freedom that caused loved ones to separate from each other. What powerful beliefs can get a friend to fight against a friend?  A family member to oppose another family member?  Primary source documents will aid students’ exploration of the beliefs about liberty held by opposing sides during this tumultuous period of history. This lesson requires no technology needs other than access to a copier to print necessary documents.

1

Ohio Academic Content Standards (Current)
STANDARD : History
· Explain causes of the Civil War with emphasis on:
· A. Slavery 
· B. State’s Rights
· C. Reasons for secession
Ohio Academic Content Strands ( Revised )
Strand: Geography
Topic: Human Systems
Content Statement 16:  Cultural biases, stereotypes and prejudices had social, political and economic consequences for both minority groups and the population as a whole.
Historical Background  


           One of the unique and unfortunate byproducts of this war is the division it created among friends and family.  Numerous stories exist depicting the division of families as people chose a side in the conflict, ravaging them both physically and emotionally as the tolls of war added up. One story that fits this mold and is unique to Gettysburg is that of Winfield Scott Hancock and Lewis A. Armistead.  These two men met at West Point Academy in the early 1840’s and served together in the Mexican American War.  Years later, as members of the U.S. Army, they were stationed in Southern California and became close friends.  When war broke out, Armistead felt loyalty to his state and returned to fight for the Confederacy.  Hancock became a Major General in the Union Army.  When they parted ways from California, neither man crossed paths with each other again until they arrived at Gettysburg as enemies.  In its tragic ending, Armistead is mortally wounded and Hancock injured before the men could connect for a last goodbye.


                      VIEWS OF FREEDOM: NORTH AND SOUTH 
           Northern views on freedom can be identified by the emergence and then merging of two key ideas; the preservation of Union and the emancipation of the enslaved.  Abolitionists had been tirelessly working on the American public for 30+ years preaching on the injustices of slavery.  Many in the North viewed laws such as the Fugitive Slave Act as immoral and refused to abide by its requirements that residents assist in the identification and capture of fugitives.  Many joined the Civil War to preserve the Union as a “beacon on earth to liberty and freedom”.   However, as the war goes on, the emergence of the Emancipation Proclamation and the participation of thousands of free African-Americans began to change the meaning of freedom.  Public opinion began to see the idea of freedom and liberty as synonymous with the freedom of the enslaved.  Lincoln’s reference of the birth of a “new freedom” meant that each individual, white or black, ( generally assumed to be a man ) should have power over his fate and the product of his labor.

2

Southern views on freedom were defined by a struggle for liberty that in the eyes of many southern whites was intertwined with a governmental intent on interfering with their rights as property owners.  The idea of freedom for a southerner included an expectation of local self-government and opportunity for economic independence.  Unfortunately, that economic independence often relied on the property of slaves and their labors for that success.  Southerners saw the inevitable dwindling of their liberty with the westward expansion of the nation and the limitations given to slavery expanding with it.  A future with dwindling political power would surely lead to the elimination of the key component the southern economy relied upon.  To protect that right, southerners in support of the war justified secession as the only means possible to maintain their version of freedom and liberty. In their eyes there was no other option.
Enduring Understandings / Essential Questions:
· The meaning of freedom is shaped by social, political, economic and cultural variables.
· War is often devastating to personal and familial relationships.
· How is the meaning of freedom shaped by social, political, economic and cultural variables?
· How does war devastate personal and familial relationships?  
Instructional Strategies:

    DAY 1:  Place students in mixed ability level groups of 3 to 5.  Once organized, Preview the focus of today’s portion of the lesson with the following questions:

    1)  Have you ever fought with your siblings?  On behalf of your siblings?
    2)  Have you ever fought with your close friends? On behalf of your close friends?

Allow students to respond openly to spur discussion.  Maintain the focus of the discussion on what issues are powerful enough to cause conflict to come between friends and family.  After concluding this discussion, The instructor should handout both Appendix A  ( Friends v Friends ) and Appendix B ( Corresponding Activity sheet ) to all students.  Student-led reading in each group will occur for Appendix A.  Because of the language differences related to the era, it is suggested that the each student group use its best reader to lead each group with students following along on their own copies.  This will minimize confusion over the mis-spellings that often occurred during this era. This method should be maintained for the duration of the lesson.   Students will answer questions privately on Appendix B after the reading is completed. After students have written their responses, allow each small group to discuss their answers to compare. After 3-5 minutes, open the discussion to the entire class.  Compare the possible motivators of war that might compel one to to turn against their friends.  (25 minutes total)
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Distribute Appendix C ( Divided Families )  to the groups, and repeat the reading process from above.  Within their peer groups, have students discuss the motives that would cause them to fight openly against other family members, then open the discussion to the entire class.  Compare the motivators from the friends’ discussion to those of family members.  Distribute Appendices D & E to all students.  Have the students read both the Clay and Bennett letters.  Answer the questions on Appendix B privately.  Then open up for small group discussion, then to open class discussion. Emphasize the unique turmoil for southern Ohio and border state families where political divisions were highly conflicted.  Have students point out examples from the letters that reflect the feelings both mothers had about their soldier sons. ( 20-25 minutes )  After concluding the discussion, preview tomorrow’s portion of the lesson with this question; What beliefs about freedom drove people to fight against their family and friends in the civil war? 

DAY 2:  Have students return to the previous days groups.  Explain to all groups that they will use primary source documents to investigate the motivations each side had to fight for their version of freedom.  Distribute Appendices F and G to all students. Utilize student led reading of the sources in all groups.  Allow each group to spend approximately 6 to 9 minutes with each primary source depending on time availability.  Follow this format for each source:
1) Student led reading of source ( App F / H)
2) Private student response to prompting question. ( App G / I )
3) Small group discussion in peer groups.

Wrap up today’s portion of the lesson by opening up discussion to the entire class. Steer the emphasis of the discussion to review the key motivators seen in the primary sources for fighting for freedom for the north; the importance of maintaining the Union and Constitution and bringing an end to the institution of slavery.

DAY 3:  Repeat the exact same process from day 2, This time using Appendices H and I for the student activity.  Following the use of the primary sources activity, open up the class to discussion to review the key motivators seen in the primary sources for fighting for freedom for the south; the maintenance of the institution of slavery for economic freedom, the culture of local government control and tradition, and the devotion to state interests over country.  At the end of day 3 the assessment assignment will be explained.  The instructor will share the requirements necessary to complete a diary entry reflecting the beliefs of citizens on freedom fighting on either side of the conflict.  The assessment will take place the following day.
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ASSESSMENT USE:  Students will be asked to write a personal diary entry from the perspective of a resident of a border state who is conflicted over the civil war. Students will be provided with an activity sheet on which to write this assessment. ( Appendix J ) The diary entry will require the student to include the following components to show understanding:

1)  The entry must refer to a conflict with a friend or family member over a political division identified in the lesson related to the civil war.
2)  The entry must include 2 supporting statements included from the lesson that reflect the understanding of what a person was fighting for in the civil war.  The student may choose to write from either the Union or Confederate perspective on freedom.

3)  Students may use the activity sheets from the lesson ( App B, G, I )  to help shape their diary entries.  The instructor should encourage this as it provides an additional review of the key points of the lesson.
Summative Assessment 
    Students will complete a diary entry  (Appendix J)  as a culminating activity for this lesson.  The entry will require students to do the following:
· A “conflict” over political beliefs with a close friend or family member that reflects a similar division one would have experienced during the Civil War era.

· The entry must choose a “perspective” to write from; Union or Confederate supporter... NOT BOTH

· The entry must include key concepts addressed in the previous days lessons; if writing from the Union perspective, the student must include two concepts that connect to what the fight for freedom was for.  If writing from the Confederate perspective, the student must include two concepts that connect to what the fight for freedom was for in the south. 
Union freedom points for evaluation in the diary entry:
· The Union must be preserved, no secession

· The Constitution and Union defend liberty, they must endure

· The institution of slavery must be contained ( beginning of war )

· The institution of slavery must be eliminated ( mid-war forward )
Confederate freedom points for evaluation in the diary entry:
· The rights of property owners must be protected

· The institution of slavery must be protected

· The cultural traditions of the south must be preserved

· Self-determination for states ( State’s rights )

· Self-determination for economic and political decisions ( local control)
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To assist the evaluation of the diary entries, the instructor can refer to Appendices L and K  for the diary rubric and student exemplars.
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Appendix A

Friends vs. Friends

The Hancock and Armistead Story:


Winfield Scott Hancock and Lewis A. Armistead met in the 1844.  Both had spent time at West Point Academy prior to meeting as soldiers fighting in the Mexican-American war.  Many of the notable leaders of the Civil War from both sides of the conflict earned military experience fighting in the Mexican – American war.  
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Winfield Scott Hancock                                                               Lewis A. Armistead


During the Mexican-American war the men became good friends.  In the years that followed, the men were assigned to an army base in southern California.  Their friendship grew during those years.  As tensions rose between north and south, the men had many conversations about what they would do if war broke out.  When war became a reality, Armistead resigned from the U.S. army, unable to bring himself to fight against his home state of Virginia.  Hancock, a Pennsylvanian, committed himself to fighting on the side of the Union.  The men had a last celebration in California before parting ways to join their respective armies.  The two friends would never see each other again; however, both are aware of each other’s presence as the Battle of Gettysburg began.  Tragically, the men were never able to say goodbye to each other. Armistead is killed during the battle, and Hancock is badly wounded. This example is just one of hundreds like it where friends and family were pitted against each other during the war.  
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This memorial marks their friendship at the Gettysburg battlefield.

APPENDIX  B

FRIENDS VS. FRIENDS
1. Given the choice, do you think you would be loyal to the United States or fight for your home state?  Explain your reasons for your choice.
2. What conditions or beliefs would have to exist for you to fight in a war where your best friend was on the opposite side?  Explain your feelings on this topic.




DIVIDED FAMILIES
1.  After reading the letter, why is Mrs. Clay so angry with Zeke?




2.  Based on the contents of the Clay letter, What are Mrs. Clay’s feelings about the war?  Give an example that supports that point of view.

3.  Some soldiers fought opposite their fathers, brothers, or other family members.   Could you do this? Why or why not?



4.  Describe how you think Mrs. Bennett feels about her son based on the letter.
APPENDIX  C

DIVIDED FAMILIES


As a consequence of civil war, many families had strong political feelings about what side to support in this conflict.  Numerous people found themselves torn over the loyalty to ones family pitted against loyalty to ones political beliefs. People in the border states experienced greater conflict than most, facing the consequences of their beliefs on a daily basis, sometimes at odds with others within their own house or with neighbors.   In the bullet points below, some of the famous divisions amongst families are referenced. HOWEVER, for each of these examples, there are dozens that have not been mentioned and are forgotten to history.  

· John J. Crittenden, esteemed senator from Kentucky, had two sons fight on opposite sides of the war.  Thomas Crittenden, a politician and lawyer fought on the Union side.  His brother, George Crittenden, also a lawyer, chose to serve in the Confederate army.  

· President Abraham Lincoln’s wife, Mary Todd Lincoln, had four brothers serve in the Confederate Army.  Her sisters were also all married to confederate officers.  Many questioned her loyalty to the Union because of this. 

· Famous Confederate General Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson had an equally devoted sister named Laura who supported the Union as a medical care volunteer.  She was quoted as saying “she could take care of Union soldiers as fast as brother Thomas could wound them”.  

· Frederick Hubbard was a confederate soldier from New Orleans. His brother Henry served in a Union regiment from Minnesota. Both men were wounded at the first Battle of Bull Run, and ended up next to each other in a battlefield hospital.  They had not seen each other in seven years!  

· Many southern Ohio families were divided by the civil war.  Families along the Ohio River were often relatives who had migrated north from Confederate states to this area.  As a result, the politics of many Ohioans reflected southern sympathies and had great support for Clement Vallandigham, the Peace Democrat who led the anti-war effort in the north.

At this time, please refer to the handout titled “ Clay family letter”. ( Appendix D )  This letter will give students a sense of the frustration that was experienced when a family became divided by war.  Afterwards, please refer to the handout titled            “Bennett family letter”. (Appendix E)  This letter shows the frustrations and fears felt by a mother worrying about her union soldier son.

APPENDIX D - Clay letter

My Dear Husband:


I feel that the only relief to my sad feeling tonight will be to write you. I suppose you have received Mr. Scott's letter saying Zeke had gone off last night to join the secession army. At bedtime Jimmy came in the house. I asked him where Zeke was. Said he would be in in a few moments, and as it was bed time they were soon asked to their beds upstairs, and Zeke did not make his appearance. Jimmy said yes that Judge had asked him to go hunting with him this morning but that Zeke remarked he could not leave him, so we ate our breakfast and concluded he had gone hunting, and directly after breakfast we went to town as Aunt Holloway wanted to see the Hickmans and some friends before she left today for Illinois, and I thought no more of Zeke till I went to the depot and Scott told me he had gone last night. I remarked that I did not believe it, but if he had, he had disgraced himself. He told me Judge Bedford and Wash Clay had gone with Zeke and that Volney Bedford knew all about it. I felt so provoked I determined to come by there and give him a piece of my mind. I remarked to Mr. Bedford that I had heard he knew of it, but I did not believe it, that if he was a friend, as I supposed he was, that he would have sent me word so that I could have written to you. He looked confused and evaded it. I asked him the second time if he knew anything about it. He remarked Judge had not confided in him and he supposed I knew as much about it as he did. I told him I felt that he and all that had gone with him had disgraced themselves and that I hoped that they would be arrested and kept in jail, which speech I was severely reproved for. I told them I hoped they that had induced a boy to take sides against a father who had left everything in his charge whilst he was away striving and exerting himself to do all he could for his state would suffer for it. Cousin Margaret Bedford was there and I never heard anything so violent as she and Volney Bedford were against every one who were in favor of these camps and said no one had brought on the trouble here but them and they had destroyed the neutrality of the State, etc. etc. I told them I only regretted we had not had 10 times as many all the time and then we would be better provided for the traitors. I believe they are all violent secessionists and I do not wish to see anything more of them. Last week in town I heard that Zeke had joined a secession company and they had promised him some office. I told him of it and he denied it and said he would die or find out who told me, so I concluded there was no use in troubling you with it ... and I did not believe it till I came home this evening and Cash had found a note in his room, directed to you and the family....Zeke rode his brown mare, took a comfort and blankets off his bed, your Sharp's rifle and a few shirts. Ever since you wrote to me about his having his guns ready, he has been busy making cartridges and I gave him the credit of making them for you, but Cash tells me he did not leave a load of powder on the place. He will go to town in the morning to get some, do not be uneasy about us at home. I do not feel afraid and do not suppose I will be troubled. Sidney and Mr. Hawkins both have offered to stay or attend to anything that is necessary.... I have been very particular about the doors and have always had the windows down as I did not consider the shutters secure. James Miller lied to us and knew all about it, and Mr. Bedford thought he was going with them. Aunt Holloway was hurried off by the troubles in Ky. Mrs. Deingham went to Frankfort today so I suppose Mrs. Tubman came. Do try and get to see them.... Cash is about well. My love to you, Ma and Sally.

Yrs. devotedly, 

 Ann M. Clay
APPENDIX  E - Bennett Letter

This letter was included in the Civil War diary of Samuel Bennett, a Davies County native who fought for the Union Army. In it, Bennett's mother expresses her worries about his welfare.


July 22 '63

Dear Son
I gladly embrace this opportunity of wrighting you a few lines whitch I am going to send by Isaac foster whitch us in tolerable helth I earnestly hope when these lines comes to hand you will be in good helth Wilson we have not recieve a letter since your uncle came home I was very uneasy for fear somthing had happened you We had wrote several letters and got no answer
Wilson I dreamed last night that you had come home you may be sure that I was sorry when I waked and found it was a dere dream Wilson the crop is in tolerable good order you father commensed mowing yesterday and Amas thought he could mow and your father concluded that he might to get it he does very well Wilson we will get your janes today and if you want a pair of everyday pants I want you to let me know and I will make them and bring them if we get to come and if not I will send them I hope we will get to come yet I must bring my broken lines to a close by saing I hope that it will not bee long till we see each others face Write as soon as this comes to hand I remain your devoted and loving mother untill death.


Judith Bennett



Diary of Samuel Wilson Bennett
Owensboro Area Museum of Science and History
APPENDIX F- (Northern sources 1-5)

NORTHERN SOURCE # 1

Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America is false to the past, false to the present, and solemnly binds herself to be false to the future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding slave on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity, which is outraged, in the name of liberty, which is fettered, in the name of the Constitution and the Bible, which are disregarded and trampled upon, dare to call in question and to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything that serves to perpetuate slavery -- the great sin and shame of America! "I will not equivocate - I will not excuse." I will use the severest language I can command, and yet not one word shall escape me that any man, whose judgment is not blinded by prejudice, or who is not at heart a slave-holder, shall not confess to be right and just.

Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? That he is the rightful owner of his own body? You have already declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for republicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard to understand? How should I look today in the presence of Americans, dividing and subdividing a discourse, to show that men have a natural right to freedom, speaking of it relatively and positively, negatively and affirmatively? To do so would be to make myself ridiculous, and to offer an insult to your understanding. There is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven who does not know that slavery is wrong for him.

At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh! had I the ability, and could I reach the nation's ear, I would today pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be denounced.
-Frederick Douglass: “The Hypocrisy of American Slavery” - speech July, 1852

NORTHERN SOURCE #2
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Montgomery City, Missouri , January 24, 1862. 

Not long since one of these wretched victims came within our lines with an instrument of this description round his neck. It was securely riveted there, and required an hour's filing before it could be removed. This proved to be a very painful operation to the poor "contraband;" for his neck was so snugly incased by the iron band, and the instrument was of such a peculiar shape, as to render the operation difficult of accomplishment. The negro stated that he had worn it two months, and this statement has been corroborated by reliable Union men of the same county. The form of the instrument prevented him from lying down and taking his rest at night; and its weight and close fit rendered it very burdensome during the day.  It consisted of a heavy iron ring, fitting closely round the neck, from which extended three prongs, each two feet in length, with a ring on the end. I suppose the design of the instrument was that a chain should be attached to it, and thus secure the victim beyond all possible hope of escape; but this negro had been running loose, with the thing round his neck, for two months; and finally, ascertaining that Federal soldiers were near, speedily repaired to them for deliverance from his tormentor. Of course he found the deliverance which he sought, and the instrument of torment is preserved by us as a mournful example of the deep degradation to which the soul, tainted by secession, may descend. It is needless to say that we did not send the negro back to his master, but so far as we were concerned, left him perfectly free to do his own will.  The name of the person who has thus proved himself destitute of all humanity is Dudley Wells, of Montgomery County, Missouri. He is now a prisoner, held as a traitor to his country, and awaiting the punishment due his crime; and if he does not receive it at an earthly tribunal he certainly will at the tribunal of an outraged conscience.

Sergeant Charles O. Dewey,
Dodge's Battery, 4th Regiment Iowa Volunteers.

NORTHERN SOURCE #3

An excerpt from a letter from Sullivan Ballou, a Union soldier, to his wife.

14 July 1861
Camp Clark, Washington [D.C.]

My very dear Sarah:

The indications are very strong that we shall move in a few days -- perhaps tomorrow.   Lest I should not be able to write again, I feel impelled to write a few lines that may fall under your eye when I shall be no more.... I have no misgivings about, or lack of confidence in the cause in which I am engaged, and my courage does not halt or falter.   I know how strongly American civilization now leans on the triumph of the Government, and how great a debt we owe to those who went before us through the blood and sufferings of the Revolution.   And I am willing -- perfectly willing -- to lay down all my joys in this life, to help maintain this Government, and to pay that debt.... 
Sarah my love for you is deathless, it seems to bind me with mighty cables that nothing but Omnipotence could break;  and yet my love of Country comes over me like a strong wind and bears me unresistibly on with all these chains to the battle field…..

NORTHERN SOURCE #4

An Excerpt from an editorial in the Abolitionist Newspaper “The Liberator”.

“It is alleged that the Administration is endeavoring to uphold the Union, the Constitution, and the laws, even as from the formation of the government; but this is a verbal and technical view of the case.  Facts are More potential than words, and events greater than parchment arrangements.  The truth is, the old Union is non est inventus, and its restoration, with its pro-slavery compromises, well-nigh impossible. The conflict is really between the civilization of freedom and the barbarism of slavery – between the principles of democracy and the doctrines of absolutism – between the free North and the man-imbruting South….”

-        May 10, 1861

NORTHERN SOURCE #5


Head Quarters, Army of the Potomac
Camp near Harrison's Landing, Va.  July 7th 1862

(Confidential)

Mr. President,
You have been fully informed, that the Rebel army is in our front, with the purpose of overwhelming us by attacking our positions or reducing us by blocking our river communications.   I can not but regard our condition as critical and I earnestly desire, in view of possible contingencies, to lay before your Excellency, for your private consideration, my general views concerning the state of the rebellion;  although they do not strictly relate to the situation of this Army or strictly come within the scope of my official duties.   These views amount to convictions and are deeply impressed upon my mind and heart. Our cause must never be abandoned;  it is the cause of free institutions and self government.   The Constitution and the Union must be preserved, whatever may be the cost in time, treasure and blood.   If secession is successful, other dissolutions are clearly to be seen in the future.   Let neither military disaster, political faction or foreign war shake your settled purpose to enforce the equal operation of the laws of the United States upon the people of every state. 
The time has come when the Government must determine upon a civil and military policy, covering the whole ground of our national trouble.   The responsibility of determining, declaring and supporting such civil and military policy and of directing the whole course of national affairs in regard to the rebellion, must now be assumed and exercised by you or our cause will be lost.   The Constitution gives you power sufficient even for the present terrible exigency. 

Very respectfully your obdt svt
Geo B. McClellan
Maj General Comdg.

APPENDIX G

Northern views on freedom and the Civil War
           When the Civil War began, the northern view on freedom focused on the maintenance of Union and liberty, not necessarily on the abolishing of slavery. However, over time, this goal of maintaining the Union began to merge with the goal of the abolishing of slavery.  Examine the excerpts provided and answer the questions below to see how these two goals began to come together!




NORTHERN SOURCE #1 – How had Mr. Douglass felt about the prospects of liberty for African Americans?  What is he calling for from the American people?
NORTHERN SOURCE #2- How did the treatment of the slave affect Sgt. Dewey?  What were Sgt. Dewey’s feelings about the man responsible?  Do you think the Dewey is in favor of abolishing slavery?  Why or why not?
NORTHERN SOURCE #3- Give an example of Mr. Ballou’s loyalty to his country.
What motivated Mr. Ballou to join the volunteers and fight?

NORTHERN SOURCE #4-  Describe the overall theme of the editorial excerpt in your own words.  What do you think is meant by the phrase “civilization of freedom”?

NORTHERN SOURCE #5-  What was more important to Gen. McClellan, preserving the Union or abolishing slavery?  Pick 2 quotes out of the letter to support your choice!
APPENDIX H - (Southern sources 1-5)

SOUTHERN SOURCE #1

A letter from a potential Virginia Confederate soldier to his mother.

Richmond Dec. 11th 60
Dear Mother

  Your letter is received and contents noted. I will come up sometime after Christmass what time I cannot now say but as soon as circumstances will permit.

  The country is now in a fearful state of agitation. So much so that thinking men believe that a war between the sections is iminent . Should things continue as they are I do not think that any one will venture into the tobacco business at least until near spring. We contemplate holding off until then as we expect that by that time things will have been settled or taken such a turn as to indicate whether the business will be safe or not. Ours [ business] being a credit business and being carried on almost exclusively through agencies in the northern states would be the first and longest sufferer from civil war.

  As you have seen by the papers your own glorious native state has at last determined to throw off the shackels of a government which it would be disgrace for any southern man to submit to. Glorious South Carolina how I wish I also could claim it for my native country. In this city the friends of Southern rights are not idle though we are not making any fuss or parade of our streangth . We could muster with a days notice five hundred good men and true who are determined to maintain our rights. Even though we have to fight in the language of the infamous traitor Douglass "with halters around our necks," Blue cockades are not uncommon here. I have been wearing one for nearly two months and so help me God I intend if necessary to make the declaration implied by it good even with my hearts blood. 

  I am glad to hear that the baby is better and hope he will continue to improve. I could not get your bill to day but as Paul is anxious for a reply to my propposition I determined to write to day so that I could get your reply as soon as possible. I will get your Bill as soon as possible and send it to you in my next. Paul sends his respects and says times are worse and worse
.
  Give my respects to all and believe me your affectionate self,

J. H. Cochran
SOUTHERN SOURCE #2

Excerpt from a letter written to Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston by Patrick Cleburne, January 2, 1864

…..Our soldiers can see no end to this state of affairs except in our own exhaustion; hence, instead of rising to the occasion, they are sinking into a fatal apathy, growing weary of hardships and slaughters which promise no results. In this state of things it is easy to understand why there is a growing belief that some black catastrophe is not far ahead of us, and that unless some extraordinary change is soon made in our condition we must overtake it.  The consequences of this condition are showing themselves more plainly every day; restlessness of morals spreading everywhere, manifesting itself in the army in a growing disregard for private rights; desertion spreading to a class of soldiers it never dared to tamper with before; military commissions sinking in the estimation of the soldier; our supplies failing; our firesides in ruins.  If this state continues much longer we must be subjugated.  Every man should endeavor to understand the meaning of subjugation before it is too late.  We can give but a faint idea when we say it means the loss of all we now hold most sacred — slaves and all other personal property, lands, homesteads, liberty, justice, safety, pride, manhood.  It means that the history of this heroic struggle will be written by the enemy; that our youth will be trained by Northern school teachers; will learn from Northern school books their version of the war; will be impressed by all the influences of history and education to regard our gallant dead as traitors, our maimed veterans as fit objects for derision.  It means the crushing of Southern manhood…

SOUTHERN SOURCE # 3

“The people of Louisiana were unwilling to endanger their liberties and property by submission to the despotism of a single tyrant, or the canting tyranny of pharisaical majorities. Insulted by the denial of her constitutional equality by the non-slaveholding States, outraged by their contemptuous rejection of proffered compromises, and convinced that she was illustrating the capacity of her people for self-government by withdrawing from a union that had failed, without fault of hers, to accomplish its purposes, she declared herself a free and independent State on the 26th day of January last. History affords no example of a people who changed their government for more just or substantial reasons. Louisiana looks to the formation of a Southern confederacy to preserve the blessings of African slavery, and of the free institutions of the founders of the Federal Union, bequeathed to their posterity. As her neighbor and sister State, she desires the hearty co-operation of Texas in the formation of a Southern Confederacy.”

-       Excerpt from a Letter from George Williamson, Commissioner of Louisiana, to the Texas Secession Convention, Feb 11, 1861
SOUTHERN SOURCE # 4

Sarah Morgan Dawson

I was never a Secessionist, for I quietly adopted father's views on political subjects without meddling with them. But even father went over with his State, and when so many outrages were committed by the fanatical leaders of the North, though he regretted the Union, said, "Fight to the death for our liberty." I say so, too. I want to fight until we win the cause so many have died for. I don't believe in Secession, but I do in Liberty. I want the South to conquer, dictate its own terms, and go back to the Union, for I believe that, apart, inevitable ruin awaits both. It is a rope of sand, this Confederacy, founded on the doctrine of Secession, and will not last many years - not five. The North Cannot subdue us. We are too determined to be free. They have no right to confiscate our property to pay debts they themselves have incurred. Death as a nation, rather than Union on such terms. We will have our rights secured on so firm a basis that it can never be shaken. If by power of overwhelming numbers they conquer us, it will be a barren victory over a desolate land. 

Sarah Morgan Dawson,

Confederate Girl's Diary, p32.

SOUTHERN SOURCE # 5

April 20, 1861

Mrs. Anne Marshall
Baltimore, Maryland

My Dear Sister:  I am grieved at my inability to see you.  I have been waiting for a more convenient season, which has brought to many before me deep and lasting regret.   Now we are in a state of war which will yield to nothing.   The whole South is in a state of revolution, into which Virginia, after a long struggle, has been drawn;  and though I recognize no necessity for the state of things, and would have forborne and pleaded to the end for redress of grievances, real or supposed, yet in my own person I had to meet the question whether I should take part against my native State.  With all my devotion to the Union, and the feeling of loyalty and duty of an American citizen, I have not been able to make up my mind to raise my hand against my relative, my children, my home.   I have, therefore, resigned my commission in the Army, and save in defense of my native State (with the sincere hope that my poor services may never be needed) I hope I may never be called upon to draw my sword.  I know you will blame me, but you must think as kindly as you can, and believe that I have endeavored to do what I thought right.   To show you the feeling and struggle it has cost me I send you a copy of my letter of resignation.   I have no time for more.   May God guard and protect you and yours and shower upon you everlasting blessings.

Your devoted brother,
R.E. Lee
APPENDIX I

Southern views on freedom and the Civil War

As the secession of many southern states led to the outbreak of war, the southern view on liberty and freedom took a very different course from their northern adversaries.  The idea of liberty was driven by an expectation of self-determination; both in economic and political beliefs.  Slavery was embedded in each of those concepts.  A fear of dwindling political power coupled with stronger anti-slavery movements in the north led the south to believe there was no other choice but to leave the Union.  A fierce loyalty to ones state instead of loyalty to country also influenced the feelings of the time.   Examine the passages and documents provided to see how those views on freedom were influenced by the above ideas.
Answer the questions below related to the passages provided.

SOURCE #1 – After reading the middle paragraph of the letter, how does Mr. Cochran feel about the U.S. Government?  What does he want to do as soon as possible?

SOURCE #2 – According to Mr. Cleburne, what will the south “lose” if it is subjugated by the North?

SOURCE # 3-  Who is the “tyrant” referred to in the passage?  According to Mr. Williamson, what are they fighting to preserve?

SOURCE #4 -  “ Death as a nation rather than Union on such terms”… What does Sarah Morgan Dawson mean by this?   How did a view such as this influence the supporters of rebellion?

SOURCE #5 -  What conflict is General Lee experiencing?  Where does his loyalty ultimately lie?

APPENDIX J
STUDENT DIARY ENTRY

Directions:  Students will write a 2-3 paragraph / 12 sentence minimum diary entry that reflects the key concepts learned about friends, family, and freedom as it related to the Civil War.  Students may choose to write from the perspective of someone who supports the Union or the Confederacy.  The entry will be evaluated on the following criteria:
    
· 1)  Create a conflict over civil war era political views that put the writer at odds with a close friend or family member.

· 2)  Include in your entry at least 2 reasons to support the fight for freedom.   

· 3)  Be sure your reasons match with the perspective you are writing from.

· 4)  Each paragraph should have a minimum of 6 sentences, 2-3 paragraphs total



DEAR DIARY:

APPENDIX  K

DIARY ENTRY RUBRIC


All criteria within this rubric are evaluated on a four point scale.  The goal of the student entry is to show understanding of the following key elements from the lesson:

1) Friends and family were often divided over civil war issues

2) The meaning of freedom has opposing viewpoints in this war

This rubric is weighted in the following way:

1) 20 % in meeting the required length of content 

2) 20 % in correctly portraying a division of friends or family

3) 60 % in correctly portraying correct reasoning for supporting the war effort from either the northern or southern view on freedom. ( 3x value )

EXAMPLE :  If a child earned a 3 for the length of content requirement,  a 4 for the division of friends and family concept, and a 3 for the views of freedom concept, then the students grade would be calculated as follows:

1) 3 points for length criteria

2) 4 points for friends / family

3) 9 points for views of freedom requirement  (  3 x 3 )

Score would be 16 out of 20 for the student grade.  

APPENDIX K 

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 – 0  

	Length 
	The diary entry is 12 or more sentences. The diary entry is 2 or more paragraphs 
	The diary entry is 10-12 sentences. The diary entry is 2 or more paragraphs 
	The diary entry is 7-9 sentences. The diary entry is less than 2 paragraphs 
	The diary entry is less than 7 sentences. The diary entry is less than 2 paragraphs 

	Friends and Family Conflict 
	The diary entry creates a conflict between the writer and a close friend or family member that accurately reflects a civil war era political belief. 
	The diary entry creates a conflict between the writer and a close friend or family member that partially reflects a civil war era political belief. 
	The diary entry creates a conflict between the writer and a close friend or family member that DOES NOT reflect a civil war era political belief. 
	The diary entry creates NEITHER a conflict or contains no reference to a civil war era political belief 

	Views on Freedom Union  ( 3x )
	The diary entry accurately reflects 2 political reasons a person would support fighting for the Union in the Civil War. 
	The diary entry accurately reflects 1 of 2 political reasons a person would support fighting for the Union in the Civil War. ( 1 is correct, 1 incorrect ) 
	The diary entry includes and reflects only 1 political reason a person would support fighting for the Union in the Civil War. 
	The diary entry includes no correct references to political reasons for supporting the Union in the Civil War 

	Views on Freedom Confederate  ( 3x )
	The diary entry accurately reflects 2 political reasons a person would support fighting for the Confederacy in the Civil War. 
	The diary entry accurately reflects 1 of 2 political reasons a person would support fighting for the Confederacy in the Civil War. ( 1 is correct, 1 incorrect ) 
	The diary entry includes and reflects only 1 political reason a person would support fighting for the Confederacy in the Civil War. 
	The diary entry includes no correct references to political reasons for supporting the Confederacy in the Civil War 


APPENDIX L

DIARY EXEMPLARS

Northern Perspective:


Tommy is a no good bum.  I talked to Aunt Jessie yesterday and she told me that he dun run off to fight for them rebs. Some yammerin ‘bout how enden slavery is unfair to property owners or something like that.  How the heck can another person be considered someone else’s property?  Sounds more like greed to me. Even so I hope he doesn’t get hurt or somethin’, I don’t think Aunt Jessie could get along with him gone for a day, let alone forever.  I hurd Tommy was gonna volunteer for a Tennessee regiment. I hope no one mistakes him as a union rabblerouser, ole Tommy boy can surely spin a tall tale when he wants to.


I admire ole Tommy for his will to fight, but I think his politics is dead wrong. People have a right to be free, no matter what ther color is.  Fracturing the Union in parts won’t do either of side any good.  I’m glad ole Lincoln sees that keeping the country together is best for the future. I’d fight for the union myself if I wasn’t a girl.  I know those anti-slavery folks have the right idea; bringing an end to that horrible practice should be a goal for this conflict too.  Why even fight’em if were not gonna do that? Damn that Tommy!  Why does he always have to be stubborn and go his own way?

Southern Perspective:


UNION…what a crock of lies!  Union only matters to those northern folk when they have some political agenda that benefits them!  They never care how their decisions effect us.  Suggestin we should all have to change our ways of life because some northern do-gooders have decided slavery is wrong? NO SIR.  Northern politicians have been attackin us for years; tryin to decide tariffs for us, telling us our way of life is misguided and not as righteous as their own.  What happened to states decidin what is best for themselves?   Why can’t Lincoln leave well enough alone?  It’s seems as if the only way to protect our heritage and way of life is to go it as our own nation.  As a nation that protects a man’s right to own a slave.  As a nation that allows states to take care of things they way they see fit.


I spoke to Wally Davidson the other day.  He told me his younger brother Jethro headed north to join the union cause.  What a fool!  A Virginia man, turning his back on the people of his home county and state.  He better stay up north for the rest of his miserable life if he survives the rebs and the war.  That boy’s whole life has benefited from slavery and now he turns his back on those who cared for him.  I heard his mama disowned him and told him to never come back.  I can’t imagine the shame she feels cuz of this betrayal.  I hope the rebs hang him if they ever get the chance. I’d put a bullet in him misself if I could.

