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Overview 


The intent of this lesson is to provide an exercise in examining primary sources and set a purpose for the students to explore the expansion of the nation into the west focusing on five different groups—the capitalists such as fur traders and gold rushers, the Mormons and the missionaries, the farmers and the pioneer women--their reasons for moving west and the effects it had on the country and its populace as a whole.

This lesson will include the student reading of primary source letters from those on the trails in the west including traders, farmers, people seeking their riches during the California Gold Rush, and pioneer women. After investigation, the students will compare and contrast these different groups on a graphic organizer looking at the reasons they migrated, the hardships they encountered and the legacy they left--citing the documents that are provided. An interactive map of the west circa 1816 is also included for student use. 


New Learning Content Standards (June 2012) 
Theme-U.S. Studies from 1492-1877: Exploration through Reconstruction

History
    1. Primary and secondary sources are used to examine events from multiple perspectives and to present and defend a position.

    10. Westward expansion contributed to economic and industrial development, debates over sectional issues, war with Mexico and the displacement of American Indians.


Historical Background

Following the American Revolution, the United States set to the task of negotiating treaties with its neighbors and solidifying its boarders.  The U.S. expanded its territories through purchases from France, Mexico and Russia (e.g. Louisiana Purchase, Gadsden Purchase, and Alaskan Purchase) as well as treaties and wars with Native Americans. 
As America grew in the early 1800’s, the idea of sectionalism became embedded in the country’s expansion.  Key political issues played an important part in the story of expansion; the role of a national bank, policies on tariffs, and sale of public lands. 

Major events marked the geographic expansion to the West. The Louisiana Purchase in 1803 almost doubled the size of the United States with the addition of over 827,000 square miles. The Lewis and Clark Expedition in 1804 to the Pacific Northwest provided accounts of vast open spaces, rich soils, fast flowing rivers, and abundant game, and it thus gave impetus for further westward expansion. Driven by the prevailing Jacksonian populist ideals of economic equality, the country greatly expanded its borders in the 1840s under the policies of Presidents John Tyler and James Polk.  The United States annexed the Republic of Texas in 1845, adding another 390,000 square miles. An 1846 treaty with Britain added the 286,000 square mile Oregon Territory stretching from the Rockies in Montana to the Pacific Ocean, including later Oregon, Washington, Idaho, and western Montana. Following the war with Mexico, the 1848 Treaty of Guadeloupe added another 529,000 square miles, including the future states of California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.
With all of this newly acquired land, settles saw the opportunities to be had in the new territories. Some sought economic gains as farmers or ranchers on the inexpensive, yet rich land resources of the plains and Northwest; others sought riches in the logging industries, as business owners and still others were captivated by the gold rush of 1848-49.  African Americans sought freedom in the West as well, whether it be freed blacks or escaped slaves.  Some groups moved to find religious refuge. Missionaries desired to bring their beliefs to the “savage and uncivilized” natives and Mormons found their religious freedom in Utah. Many of these pioneers were immigrants seeking a place where their cultures could be preserved. Sizable numbers of Chinese and Mexicans also called the west home.  For those coming from the eastern U. S., earliest movement was based on wagon trains that traveled along trails that held different ends.  The Oregon Trail being the most famous. No matter the reason, the groups that left to find new opportunities in the West, the people on these trains would have to be courageous and spirited to make the trek.
The territorial expansion contributed to economic development of the west including railroads, mining, ranching, farming and logging.  Native Americans were displaced, disputes over borders arose and U.S. settlers encroached on inhabitants leading to wars as Americans sought to fulfill their Manifest Destiny. 


Enduring Understandings 
· People migrate for a variety of reasons. 

· As countries expand, new economics and industries develop. 
Essential Questions
1. What motivates people to leave their home and migrate to a new place?

2. How does territorial expansion lead to new economies and industries?


Instructional Strategies  

Resource the following map during introduction of this lesson:

http://www.loc.gov/item/96686678 -- interactive map of US circa 1816 (Library of Congress)
Day 1--(50 Minutes)

Preparation before class (optional): Use masking tape to create the space in a typical wagon 4 feet wide by 10 feet long—the typical size of the wagon.

Introduction and Warm-up (10 Minutes): To introduce this lesson, students should discuss the things they pack to go on a trip (students can compile a list individually, as a pair or even in a small group). Ask them to consider how they would pack for a move. (Some will respond everything, rent a moving van, etc.) Using the taped off space as a visual, ask students to consider only taking the items from their house that would fill up this space (4’ X 10’). And direct them to think about that they will have to share this space with all members of their family as well as sleep there as they consider packing.  

Have students look at the National Oregon/ California Trail Center’s web page either individually or as a group featuring the articles and images about prairie Schooners at this website: http://www.oregontrailcenter.org/HistoricalTrails/TheWagon.htm. Have the class discuss the wagon’s construction, space, design, etc. The typical wagon bed was 4 feet wide and 10 feet long: that’s smaller than a modern minivan! What could be a problem as it traveled west? Ask students to relate this to their lives considering trips they have taken as a family. Have several students sit in the “wagon” taped off area. (Remind them that families were often large during this period of history!) 
Show students the Library of Congress Map: http://www.loc.gov/item/96686678 Discuss the geography, the terrain (i.e. mountains and rivers), and the mileage to get from the east to the west.  Also Share with student the ‘Odometer’ at http://historytogo.utah.gov/utah_chapters/pioneers_and_cowboys/photo_exhibit/8.html and discuss how this artifact changed the way that western expansion miles were gauged.  Ask students 

· What do you think this object was used for?

· Why it would be important to gage how far traveled in a day?

· What other inventions would be important on the trail? (e.g., Medical supplies, weather instruments, etc.)

The Lesson (20 Minutes): Many different people moved west.  Using Appendix B discuss and model one such reason.  
1. Explain the correspondence is between a fur trader and his friend in the east. 

2. Because it is a primary document, misspellings occur frequently. 

3. Have students take notes on their graphic organizer as you read the letter aloud (Appendix B-Daniel Potts Letter 1. (It is recommended that you view it as a group by projecting the copy for the class—website attached.)

4. As you read, direct the students to answer the prompts given to them on their handout. (Appendix A?)  The answer key is provided for key ideas. (Appendix 
5. Discuss the possible legacies of the fur traders—explain the following:
*Traders established connections in the west (opening it up essentially) via rendezvous points 

*Connections and mutual dependencies with Native Americans

*Gained profits through trading and creation of trading posts
Explain here to students that these are just a few of the legacies that those traveling west left.  They will find evidence of others legacies as they research their primary sources. These will include:

· Systems of trails cut across the Rocky Mountains

· Cities and settlements developed throughout the west

· Trade and conflict increased with American Indians
· Settlers brought their religious, community, and business traditions westward. 
· Agriculture and mining were among the western businesses that brought valuable resources and wealth to the nation
· Western railroads and ports on the Pacific Ocean offered the nation new trade and communication opportunities at home and abroad

· Settlers introduced new farming practices to western lands that increased the nation’s agricultural production.
· Western environments challenged settlers’ traditional farming practices.
· Western expansion had many environmental consequences, including the mass killing of buffalo and other animal species.
Student work (20 Minutes): Students may work together or independently to analyze the remaining letters.  It can be accomplished as a student activity—students report back to the group over one of the letters--or rotate the students through stations to accommodate them viewing each source themselves.

For Student Activity—divide the class into five groups. Allow each group member to view a copy of one of the primary source letters.  As a group, the students will answer the questions for that document on their graphic organizer. As a class, each group will report their findings to the whole class and allow the other groups to record the data on the chart (Appendix A). Give students time to discuss the findings of the other groups.  Leading questions include: How was this source similar to yours? How was it different? What group had the most difficult time according to the primary sources? Which group do you identify with or would join if you were traveling west in the 1800s? What are possible legacies that this person/group left in the west?
Day 2--(50 minutes)

Wrap-up (40 Minutes): Allow students more time as needed to complete their charts.  Fill in any information that was missed for each set of people migrating west.  All students should be familiar with each group when this task is completed. 
1. Discuss the reason that this group moved west: Gold, God or Glory. Gold includes any accumulation of wealth such as land, agriculture, trading, etc. God includes any religious meaning.  Glory is the idea of fame with or without fortune—including building towns/settlements or fighting the “natives”.
2. Describe the hardships they faced as mentioned in the primary source appendix or through prior knowledge. Students may have prior knowledge that they include in this section.
3. Consider the legacy they left on the West.  (Examples could be European towns, changes in agriculture, accumulation of wealth, a hostile relationship with natives, etc.)

Assessment (10 Minutes): A five question multiple choice check is included.  This can be copied for a unit exam as needed or combined with another content area for a checkpoint quiz. A short answer response is also included (#5) as well as an essay response (#6).


Classroom Materials 
Handouts (Appendix A—Blank form) per student or group
Copies of letters Appendix B, C, D, E and F—I make several copies of these but place them in plastic sleeves and have the students share them in my classroom.

Student computers or teacher computer with projector (Or printed copies of Smithsonian Conestoga Wagon Photo, the Artifact-“Roadometer” and the Library of Congress Map of Trail West-circa 1816.)


Resources
“Covered Wagon,” National Road Museum and Zane Grey Museum, Ohio Historical Society, http://www.ohiohistory.org/museums-and-historic-sites/museum--historic-sites-by-name/national-road (accessed June 4, 2014).
Melish, John, “Map of the United States of America: with the contiguous British and Spanish possessions,” 1816, Library of Congress Geography and Map Division, Washington, DC, http://www.loc.gov/resource/g3700.ct000676/ 

“Trail Basics: The Wagon,” National Oregon/ California Trail Center at Montpelier, Idaho, http://www.oregontrailcenter.org/HistoricalTrails/TheWagon.htm (accessed June 4, 2014).

Appendix B:

Potts, Daniel T., Letter from Daniel Potts to Thomas Cochlen dated Rocky Mountains, July 7, 1824,  [Transcript] American Mountain Men Virtual Research Center Project, http://www.mtmen.org/mtman/html/potts1.html 

Potts, Daniel T., Letter from Daniel Potts to Thomas Cochlen dated Rocky Mountains, July 7, 1824,   [Letters to family], 1824-1825, Yellowstone Research Library, Pamphlet or Vertical File Collection, Yellowstone National Park, National Park Services.

Appendix C:

Campbell, David, Pioneers of 1846: Sketch of Hardships Endured by Those Who Crossed the Plains in ’46, [Manuscript] Carmen Finley papers, Finley Family Collection, Sonoma State University Library, http://lib-operations.sonoma.edu/fin/aaa-0712.html   
Appendix D:

“On the Trail to Oregon: A Map of Trails, Missions, Trading Posts, and Forts,” At the End of the Trail Clackamas County Oregon, American Local History Network, September 2007, http://www.usgennet.org/usa/or/county/clackamas/TrailMap.html 
Patricia Kohnen, Clackamas County, 1800 to 1843: 1834, At the End of the Trail Clackamas County Oregon, American Local History Network, http://www.usgennet.org/alhnorus/ahorclak/timeline1.html 
Evans, Elwood, History of the Pacific Northwest: Oregon and Washington; embracing an account of the original discoveries on the Pacific coast of North America, and a description of the conquest, settlement and subjugation of the original territory of Oregon; also interesting biographies of the earliest settlers and more prominent men and women of the Pacific Northwest, including a description of the climate, soil, productions of Oregon and Washington,  (North Pacific Northwest History Company, Portland OR, 1889) Volume I, Page 186 – 192,  https://archive.org/details/historyofpacific01nort 

Appendix E: 

Burnett, Lucy Jane Hall, “Reminiscences of a Trip Across the Plains in '45,”  Souvenir of Western Women, Mary Osborn Douthit, Anderson and Dunway Company, Portland, Oregon, 1905, p.27-28, Internet Archive,  https://archive.org/details/souvenirwestern01doutgoog.html 
Burnett, Lucy Jane Hall,  “Reminiscences of a Trip Across the Plains in '45,” [Transcript] from Souvenir of Western Women, Mary Osborn Douthit, Anderson and Dunway Company, Portland, Oregon, 1905, Oregon Pioneer Biographies, ORGen Web,  http://www.orgenweb.org/bios/plains.html 
Appendix F:

Monday, October 23 1859, Correspondence of John and Sarah Kenyon, Delaware County, [Transcript] Letter beginning Sunday, Oct 15th 1859, Iowa Farm Letters 1857-1865,http://www.uni.edu/iowahist/Frontier_Life/Farm_Letters/farm_letters_preface.htm   

Monday, October 23 1859, Correspondence of John and Sarah Kenyon, Delaware County, Kenyon, John B. and Sarah Kenyon Collection, August 29, 1856-March 2, 1865, Manuscript Collection. Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa, http://www.campsilos.org/mod2/teachers/r2.shtml 
Other Sources: 

The Overland Trail: An Official Millennium Trail, http://www.over-land.com/ 
Larson, Elizabeth, Overland Trail: Diaries, Memoirs, Letters and Reports
Along The Trails West,   http://www.over-land.com/diaries.html 

Catlin, George, Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and Conditions of North American Indians, 1841, transcribed in Library of Western Fur Trade Historical Source Documents, http://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/catlin/index.html 
Catlin, George, Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and Conditions of North American Indians, 1841, Vol I, Internet Archive, https://archive.org/details/cihm_32970 

Clinkinbeard, Philura Vanderburgh,  “The Indian,” Across the Plains in '64 by Prairie Schooner to Oregon: from the stories of her mother, Philura V. Clinkinbeard, compiled and arranged by Anna Dell Clinkinbeard,New York, N.Y.: Exposition Press, 1953, Digital copy at http://flag.blackened.net/daver/1sthand/atp/atp.html. 
Duniway, Abigail Jane Scott, Journal of a Trip to Oregon, The University of Oregon Digital Edition, http://cateweb.uoregon.edu/duniway/duniwaydiary/default.html or: http://cateweb.uoregon.edu/duniway/notes/DiaryProof1.html 

“Map Circa 1850s,” Pathways of Pioneers, Idaho Public Television, http://idahoptv.org/outdoors/shows/pathwaysofpioneers/map1850s.cfm
Online Resources
Diaries, Memoirs, Letters, and Reports Along the Trail West, http://www.over-land.com/diaries.html  --annotated list of diaries, memoirs, and journals from travels on the trails west. 
Catlin, George, Letters and Notes on the Manners, Customs, and Condistions of North American Indians, 1844, Library of Western Fur Trade Historical Source Documents,  http://user.xmission.com/~drudy/mtman/html/catlin/index.html  –famous painter of the Native Americans, George Catlin’ personal letters as he traveled through the west painting and sketching.
Clinkinbeard, Anna Dell, “The Indian,” Across the Plains in ’64 by Prairire Schooner to Oregon, http://flag.blackened.net/daver/1sthand/atp/atp6.html  –chapter 6 of by Prairie Schooner to Oregon by Anna Dell Clinkinbeard with a link to the index of Across the Plains in ’84.
Scott, Abigail Jane, Journal of a trip to Oregon, http://cateweb.uoregon.edu/duniway/notes/DiaryProof1.html  

“Pathways of Pioneers, Idaho’s Oregon Trail Legacy,” Idaho Public Television, 2014, http://idahoptv.org/outdoors/shows/pathwaysofpioneers/index.cfm  --Outdoor Idaho homepage of 1850’s Oregon Trail through Idaho including links to pictures of landmarks on the trail and map.
“The Mormon Trail: A Photographic Exhibit,” Utah State History, State of Utah,  http://historytogo.utah.gov/utah_chapters/pioneers_and_cowboys/photo_exhibit/index.html  --images include the first Odometer used to gage the distance traveled by wagon west.

Library of Western Fur Trade Historical Society Documents: Diaries, Narratives, and Letters of the Mountain Men, http://www.mtmen.org/mtman/mmarch.html


Summative Assessment (or Question)
Name______________________________Period_________Date_______
Go West Young Man! Quiz
1. Many factors led different groups of people to go west.  Which of these was most likely not a factor?

a. For a new life or adventure.

b. To gain wealth through business or agriculture.

c. For religious reasons.

d. To escape the national government’s laws.

2. One of the most plentiful resources of the west was

a. Land

b. Oil

c. Slaves

d. Wood

3. Which of the following was not a way in which geography affected the movement of settlers to the Western territories?

a. Rivers and canals were highways for settlement.

b. The good climate of the region was attractive.

c. Land in the Midwest, Texas and Oregon was fertile.

d. Ocean travel allowed for quick movement of goods.

4. People from the east set out into the Western territories for a better life.  They left a legacy that included all of the following but:
a. A system of trails that cut through the Appalachian Mountains

b. Cities and settlements across the western land

c. A development of new farming practices

d. Added wealth to our country through the discovery of gold in the west

5. The invention of the ‘roadometer’ by Morman William Clayton was important to westward expansion because

a. It allowed the train to know how far they had traveled

b. It showed weary travels progress

c. It incorporated daily weather into the trip
d. It allowed the wagons a better grip on the mountain terrain 

6. There are many factors that caused problems for the people heading west. List three that you read about in this project and discuss how they were overcame based on the primary sources you read.

7. For the same reasons that colonists first came to this country and immigrants were pulled here--settlers moved west. Choose one of the reasons (for wealth, for religious reasons, or for adventure or glory) and discuss the people that migrated on the trails west for that reason.  Share the group that was most effected and why. Cite textual evidence from your chart or the primary source documents to back up you position.


Assessment or Answer Key
Go West Young Man! Quiz Answers
1. D
2. A

3. D

4. B

5. Some factors include: Lack of food, hostile Indians, bad weather, directions or poor maps, bandits, pacing of the train, wildlife threats, sickness/illness, lack of water, lack of supplies, lack of shelter, prairie fires, death of family members, etc.

6. Students can choose anyone group for this assessment.  The points to look for and rubric for grading are: 

	
	4 points
	3 points
	2 points
	1 point
	0/not found

	Group is clearly defined and explained
	
	
	
	
	

	Reason for their movement is explained
	
	
	
	
	

	Essay is developed completely
	
	
	
	
	

	Text is cited and used to support student stand
	
	
	
	
	


TOTAL __________/16


Assessment Rubric
See Teacher Reference Sheet (Appendix A) and above.


Appendices
Appendix A: Graphic Organizer
Page 1 of 3

Why Go West Young Man?
Using provide primary source documents, fill in the organizer comparing and contrasting groups that moved westward in the 1800s.
	Group
	Document Name
	Reasons they moved west
	Hardships they faced
	Legacy they left
	Gold, God, or Glory?

	Fur traders and mountain men (Appendix B)
	
	
	
	
	

	Gold Rush
(Appendix C)
	
	
	
	
	

	Mormons or Missionaries
(Appendix D)
	
	
	
	
	

	Pioneer Women
(Appendix E)

 
	
	
	
	
	

	Farmers
(Appendix F)
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix A: Graphic Organizer, Teacher Reference
Page 2 of 3

TEACHER REFERENCE--Why Go West Young Man?
Using provide primary source documents, fill in the organizer comparing and contrasting groups that moved westward in the 1800s.
	Group
	Document Name
	Reasons they moved west
	Hardships they faced
	Legacy they left
	Gold, God, or Glory?

	Fur traders and mountain men
	Daniel Potts Letter 1

To Thomas Cochlen: July 7, 1824
	*Adventure

*To hunt and trap

*Trade with Indians
	*Lack of food

*Encounters with hostile Indians

*Getting lost

*Bad weather (in winter)
	*Credited with opening up the west
*Gained profit by exploration

*Introduced eastern cultures to area NA
	Glory and Gold (money from trading)

	Gold Rush
	Pioneers of 1846—Gold Rush

David Campbell (of California) manuscript recalling his journey: July 1899
	*Economic gains (by finding gold)

*Better life than they had in the east
	*Indian Raids on the wagon train

*Pacing of their trip

*Food—bring down a buffalo

*Wolves

*Starting with little when you reached your destination
	*Built up cities and towns in California
*added increased wealth to the country

*Word of the gold caused people to travel there from around the world
	Gold

	Mormons or Missionaries
	1834 Clackamas County Historical records of missionary presence 


	*”unsaved” Indians

*establish trading outposts

*founding homesteads and churches
	*horse thieves and bandits

*illness

*Grudges against British in the NW/Oregon country
	*Assimilation of cultures of Native Americans to eastern ways

*Introduction of sickness 

*loss of NA culture 
	God

	Pioneer Women 
	Reminiscences of a Trip Across the Plains in '45
by Mrs. Burnett (nee Lucy Jane Hall)


	*to tend to their families

*care for the livestock

*cook 


	*Caring for the sick

*Caring for the children and orphans made by the trek

*walking the trail

*loss of personal belongings or husbands

*Starvation and no water.
	*Struggle to survive and care for their families in poor conditions
*notion that women were stronger than they were given credit for being in eastern and European society
	Glory (Students could make a case for Gold based on the financial gain/wealth
received with their husbands)

	Farmers
	Iowa Farm Letters - John and Sarah Kenyon 

On Monday, October 23, 1859, John Kenyon wrote:

	*Large amounts of land available

*Land was low cost

*seeking a life of their own and adventure
	*Clearing the land

*Little/poor farm equipment and tools

*Building shelter/farm

*Harsh winters with little supplies

*Prairie Fires

*bad crop years
	*Towns and communities spread across the territories
*development of new farming practices based on the conditions they faced
	Gold (gain wealth)


Appendix B: Fur Trader/Mountain Man
Daniel Potts Letter
[Addressed to Thomas Cochlen] 

Rocky Mountains, July 7, 1824 

Dear and respected friend, 

I take this as the only oppertunity to write to you and beg to be excused for my bad spelling and writing. I have more knews than I am able to communicate whereas I will give you the most important. 

After leaving you I arrived in Illanois in July the same year and tarried there until mid winter and from thence to Masuri where I tarried until spring from there I embarked for the Rocky Mountains and the Columbia for the purpose of hunting and traping and trading with the Indians in a company of about one hundred men. We hoisted our Sails on the third day of April 1822 at Saint Lewis and arived at Cedar fort about the middle of July when we where reduced to the sad necessity of eating any thing we could catch as our provition where exhausted and no game to be had, being advanced five hundred miles above the fronteers, we were glad to get a Dog to eat and I have seen some geather the skins of Dogs up through the Camp sing and roast them and eat hearty this so discouraged me that I was determined to turn tail up stream and bear my cours down in company with eight others and by the way lost from the others without gun amunition provision or even cloths to my back of account being four hundred miles from aney white people or even knowing where to find Indians; now my dear friend how must I have felt young Birds, frogs, and Snakes where exceptable food with me and not means of fire I in the course of a few days fortunately fell in with a party of Indians who treated me with great humanity and tarried with them four days and then fell in with a trader who conducted me within 350 miles of the fronteers he being able to give me but little aid I tarried but three days when I started with provition consisting of only 3/4 of a pound of Buffaloe suet and arived at the fronteers in six days were by eating too much and starvation I was taken with a severe spell of sickness which all but took my life. 

I here met with a second Boat and ascended the Masuri the second time and arived at the mouth of Mussel Shell on the latter end of November where I wintered with thirteen others here was a remarkable escape of my scalp as two larg parteys of Indians winterd within twenty miles of us and our better enemys the blackfeet this place is in latitude 48. the River froze to the emmence thickness of four feet and did not brake up until the fourth of April and we embarked in Canoes on the 6th and on the 11th I was severely wounded by a wiping stick being shot through both knees which brought me to the ground this disabled me for the springs hunt and allmost for ever- 

I shall now bid farewell and desire you to remember my best respects to all my enquiring friends particular J. Taylor J. McCalla, C. Morris, and J. Mather inform them I am in good health and spirits I remain with high respect 

your moste particular friend &c. 

Daniel T. Potts 

Appendix C: PIONEERS OF 1846—Gold Rush
David Campbell Sketch
Page 1 of 2
Written for the Weekly Review (Porterville, CA) by David Campbell of Porterville, Cal. [Note: Reprinted in the August 11, 12, and 13th. issues of the Porterville Recorder, 1910, from which this was copied.] 


[The editor of the Recorder precedes the sketch with this statement: 
By the courtesy of David Campbell the Recorder is able to reproduce a "sketch of the hardships endured by those who crossed the plains in '46" which appeared in the Weekly Review (Porterville) in July 1899. Mr. Campbell, who is past eighty-five years of age and who is said to be the oldest pioneer in California, wrote the sketch for the Review, that paper being edited by the late Rev. G. Eckles, father of Mrs. F. E. Bearss. The sketch appeared serially in the Review. Mr. Campbell was able to bring the worn old papers to the office in person. His mental faculties are still unimpaired.] 
* * * * * 
There were 250 wagons in rendezvous at Independence, Mo., ready to start for California on April 1, 1846. 

In order to guard against Indian raids we organized, divided, into companies of twenty-five to thirty wagons, each company electing its own captain. We then elected Col. William Russell of Kentucky as commander. 


We left Independence April 2, 1846. The order given was to start with 250 wagons. Each captain had to furnish four men from his company to stand guard at night, the company that was in the rear at night having to take the lead the next morning, but we soon found this plan would not do, for it made it too late getting into camp. So we concluded that it would be best for each company to be independent and yet keep as near together as possible. Each wagon had from two to three yoke of oxen. In a short time the most of the companies divided up--some of the men wanted to rush through while others favored the more sensible plan of traveling without too much haste. The party which hurried on soon found that their cattle could not stand it, for by the time they had reached the Platte River their cattle were tender-footed and gave out. The company that I was in made it a rule that if they could find a suitable place to camp they would always lay over one day in every week in order to rest up and do their washing. We aimed to travel twelve miles each day stopping when a good camping place was found. 


We had to burn "buffalo chips" instead of wood. There were a great many buffaloes on the plains at that time. They run in bands and we would hardly ever be out of sight of a band of from 100 to 1000 of these magnificent animals. It was fine sport shooting them as they ran. There were four of us who had nothing else to do but hunt, viz: Green Patterson, John Foster, David Wray and myself, and we were very successful in killing the buffalo. The way we managed to get them was to station three men out to one side and not let the buffalo see them--this was easy to do as the country was rolling--and then one would go around and start them in the direction of the men laying in wait and as they passed the men would select a fine one and shoot him. If the animal 
Appendix C: PIONEERS OF 1846—Gold Rush

David Campbell Sketch
Page 2 of 2
was only crippled he would turn and make for the smoke of the gun; in that case all we had to do was to jump to one side and put in another shot. I have put in as many as five shots that way before succeeding in killing some of them. There would be from five to ten killed each day. We had all the buffalo and antelope we wanted. The buffalo is very clumsy and runs like a cow. A horse will run on to one very quickly. When one of them starts to run he will go one way and you can't turn him, but have to get out of the way We had to be on our guard to keep them from stampeding our stock. 

There were a great many wolves in the Rocky Mountains at that time. They were very large and white; they would come around our camp at night and bark…

… In 1848 the first gold was discovered by Mr. Marshall where Captain Sutter was building a saw mill. They did not know whether it was gold or not, but thought it was something very valuable, so they sent o man in poste haste down to Monterey with it to Governor Mason to find out what it was. He told him it was gold, and he showed the sample in San Jose as he passed through and said the ground was full of it. That started the rush and the news flew fast all over the world. The San Joaquin River was so high we could not get within three miles of it, so we had to go by way of Benicia and cross the Bay on an old flat boat which was worked by oars. This boat could make but one trip a day on account of the tide being up and down, so those wishing to cross had to wait for their turn. When I reached there I was told I would have to wait three weeks before my urn would come. There were two other men with me and they were old sea captains and understood all about a boat, so we got a skiff there and put our saddles and camping outfit in the skiff, then tied two of our horses to it and the other two we held close to the boat and one of us rowed the boat across the Bay, a distance of three-quarters of a mile. We kept the horses heads out of the water and they floated over all right. This was the first time horses were ever swam across the Bay at Benecia. We then started for the Fort, crossing the Sacramento on a boat, and went to Morman Island on the American River. We found about fifty men at work with rockers. 

We had with us a hand-saw, draw-knife, hatchet, pick and shovel; this was our complete outfit. We got a hollow log, cut it off about four feet long and made us a rocker and went to work on the island. One of the men did the rocking, another threw in the gravel and the third man poured in water to wash the gravel . In this way we made one and a third ounces each day as long as we stayed in the mines. The weather got so hot we concluded we would go back to San Jose and complete the saw mill I was building when the mining fever broke out. This was the first saw mill built in Santa Clara County. When we had finished the mill we went back to the mines. The first of September we went to the place which is now called Placerville. The gold here was very coarse. The only tools we used in getting It out were a pick, spoon, butcher knife and pan. I stayed there three weeks and averaged fifty dollars per day for that time 

Appendix D: Missionaries

1834 Clackamas County, Oregon
From Clackamas County, 1800 to 1843: 1834

Page 1 of 2
News of the great number of "unsaved" Indians in the Northwest sparked missionary fervor in New England. The newly organized Methodist Episcopal Missionary Society dispatched Jason Lee, his nephew Daniel Lee, lay missionary Cyrus Shepard, and two assistants (P.L. Edwards and C.M. Walker) to Oregon to establish a mission. As planned, they traveled with Nathaniel Wyeth and his party of entrepreneurs who came to establish trade in Oregon. 
The Jason Lee party founded a mission upriver from the Willamette Falls near to the claim of Joseph Gervais on French Prairie. French Canadians already settled on French Prairie helped to build the mission with supplies from both Wyeth and Dr. McLoughlin. 
Meanwhile, Wyeth established trading outposts at Ft. Hall (Idaho) and, in 1835, on Wapato (later called Sauvie's) Island in Oregon. 
Another American party came to Oregon. Hall J. Kelley, a long-time Oregon promoter, and Ewing Young, an experienced trader/mountain man, led approximately 16 American men from Monterey, California, into the Willamette Valley. Kelley returned to the states by ship but Ewing Young founded a homestead across the Willamette River and west of Champoeg (French Prairie). 
While Kelley and Young were on their way north, Spanish Governor Figueroa of California had sent a message by ship to the HBC's chief factor, John McLoughlin. This message maligned the Americans as horse thieves and bandits. McLoughlin denied them his usual welcome at Ft. Vancouver and posted warnings about Young and his companions. (For humanitarian reasons--because Kelley was ill--McLoughlin did give refuge to Kelley at the fort). Many months later McLoughlin discovered the truth about the innocence of the Americans through further inquiries to California. But by this time, Young had a personal grudge against McLoughlin and the HBC and Kelley had been convinced of a British/HBC conspiracy to keep Americans out of the Northwest.
Until his death in February 1841, Young was the most prosperous homesteader in Oregon; his land claim, brickyard, and mills were near Chehalem Creek and the site of present day Newburg. Except for McLoughlin's mill at the Willamette Falls, the CLACKAMAS COUNTY area was without white settlements. 
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A MAP OF TRAILS, MISSIONS, TRADING POSTS, AND FORTS, Clackamas County, 1800 to 1843 
Due to copyright restrictions, a high resolution copy the map cannot be printed here. A high resolution copy of the map is available at: http://www.usgennet.org/usa/or/county/clackamas/TrailMap.html 
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My father, Lawrence Hall, was elected captain of our train, and we started on our way with thirty wagons and about fifty men.

A wedding occurred in our company. The bride's cake was made with turtle eggs found in the creek. The event was celebrated by a dance on the grass under the stars.

Near Ft. Boise the Indians made an attempt to attack our train and stampede the stock, but failed through the prompt action of my father, who ordered the teams unhitched and the wagons formed in a circle with the tongues of each run under the wagon just forward, making a strong barricade. The oxen were put inside, each driver standing by his own team. The women and children were also inside by the wagons. All the available men were outside standing with guns drawn. The captain walked out alone toward the Indians with his gun in one hand and a white flag in the other. He motioned the Indians not to come any nearer or his men would fire upon them. The Indians turned and ran away as fast as their horses could go. They had fine horses. The men were nude and painted.

Our most serious troubles began when we took the Stephen Meek cut-off. He represented that this route was much shorter than the other, and that there was no danger from the Indians, as this way did not lead through the Snake River Indians' territory. By vote it was decided to follow Mr. Meek. A contract was signed to pay him for his services, and he agreed to pilot the company safely through in thirty days, or, as was written in his own words, give his head for a football. All were to take turns hauling his goods. He and his wife were on horseback.

One day, after three weeks' travel on our new route, our guide suddenly and excitedly exclaimed, "My God, we are lost." Alarmed, but not dismayed, we moved on till night. There was neither grass nor water to be found. All night the men sat by the dim camp fires listening for reports from those who had gone in search of water. If any was found a signal of three shots was to be fired in quick succession; if not three shots at intervals. At sunrise no sound had been heard. The train was soon moving on through sage brush and across dry creek beds which mocked our thirst. So we journeyed till noon, when hark! a shot, but not the three in quick succession, but at intervals; like a death knell they sounded. The men stood in groups talking over the situation, the mothers, pale and haggard, sat in the wagons with their little ones around them. With a determination that knows not defeat the party moved on. About night in quick succession shots were heard, which proclaimed that water had been found. All pushed forward with renewed energy. When in sight of the water the thirsty oxen broke into a run and rushed into the water and drank until they had to be driven out.

"We are saved, we are saved! Thank God!" cried Stephen Meek, "for now I know the way." He could locate the trail to The Dalles from this stream. Men, women and children were laughing and crying in turn.
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The teams were in such a bad condition that we had to lay by here three weeks. Many were sick and some died and were laid to rest in this camp. Mr. Meek would certainly have given his head for a football, had not he and his wife made their timely escape. When we reached the Deschutes the Indians there made us understand that a man and woman had crossed the river a short time before. The man swam the river, leading his horse, and an Indian swam over with the woman on his back. Other Indians tied her clothes on their heads and swam across. We did not hear of the Meeks for more than a year after this.

We were lost in the mountains six weeks. The way was rough beyond description. The women and children walked most of the way.

On reaching The Dalles Meek told the missionaries there that a party of emigrants were in the mountains. A white man and two Indians were at once sent in search of our company. When found we people were on the verge of starvation. But for the provisions brought by the scouts many, if not all, would have perished, as it took a week more to reach The Dalles when guided by these men. 

Appendix F: Farmers and Homesteaders:
Iowa Farm Letters- John and Sarah Kenyon
On Monday, October 23, 1859, John Kenyon wrote:
... and now for the prairie fire we had a week ago yesterday. I went to the window and looked out. A prairie fire was about one and a half miles off. I could see nothing but smoke and it looked awful dark. 

I grabbed the hoe and scythe and started for our south road about twenty rods from the house. When I got there the fire had just reached the road. It came in the shape of a V and the flames rolled higher than the waves on the ocean. It looked awful to me. 

I was so frightened that I shook like a dog. It had crossed the road. I ran for my life and put it out and followed it up the road ten rods or so until it was past our land. I hurried back but it had crossed the road in another place and was within ten feet of the fence. 

Father Ellis and Mother and Ann were fighting it like mad (as the English say) with foot mats, rugs, old pieces of carpet, coats and petticoats, etc. We fought it to the cornfield then it had to side burn about 20 rods then it had a clean sweep for the hay. The stables, chicken coops, hog sties are all made of hay and poles, all but the house. 

Father and I stayed and fought it and the women folks cut it for the stacks and raked up all the old stalks they could. Mary came just as the fire was coming around the fields. She grabbed bed clothes off the bed, carpeting, anything she could lay her hands on. She had all of them wet and ready for action. 

On came the fire and how they kept it off the stock the Lord only knows. I was so frightened that I dare not look that way. If it had not been for the female department everything would burn. They fought like heroes. 

The Beaches and Joneses fought so hard they would come out of the fire and smoke and throw themselves on the ground. They thought they were going up. I did not fight as hard as that but I fought hard enough to burn off my whiskers and hair so I had to have them cut. I looked rather red around the jaws. 
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