Appendix G: Sample Answers for the Podcast & Venn


a. How does your background influence your thoughts about the movement?

MLK:

· Father was pastor @ influential African American church

· Raised in Atlanta under Jim Crow laws

· Christian Minister

· Introduced to Ghandi’s teachings while at Seminary


Malcolm X:

· Troubled youth who found hope in the Nation of Islam

· Became an influential speaker for the Nation of Islam

· Nation of Islam subscribes to “eye for an eye” mentality

· Preached black supremacy message and anti-integration


COMMONALITIES: Both men are ministers.

b. What do you see as the ultimate end goal of the movement?

MLK:

· “Interracial society based on freedom for all”
· “Sons of former slaves and sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood”
· “Not be judged by the color of their skin…”
Malcolm X:

· Emigration “to our own African homeland”
· “Complete freedom, complete justice, complete equality”

COMMONALITIES: Equality & Equal treatment under the law.
c. How do you believe that the goal can best be achieved?

MLK:

· “Face violence if necessary, but refuse to return violence” 

· “Fight nonviolently, ‘Cause if you don’t let them make you mad, you can win”

· “Nonagressive physically but strongly aggressive spiritually”

· “Do not seek to humiliate or defeat the opponent but to win his friendship and understanding”

· Attack the evil system, not the individuals who happen to be caught up in the system.

· “Establish such a creative tension that a community…is forced to confront the issue”

Malcolm X:

· “There’s no such thing as a nonviolent revolution”

· “Be peaceful, be courteous, obey the law, respect everyone; but if someone puts his hand on you, send him to the cemetery.

· “It is criminal to teach a man not to defend himself…it is legal and lawful to own a shotgun or rifle. We believe in obeying the law”

· “Build a power base among people who have something in common with you”
· “You can let those hooded people know that, from here on in, when they start taking the lives of innocent black people, we believe in tit for tat”


COMMONALITIES: Don’t ignore the problem—confront the issue.

d. Do you believe that whites should assist with the movement, and if so, what role should they play?

MLK:

· “This offense we share mounted to storm the battlements of injustice must be carried forth by a biracial army. We cannot walk alone”

· “Their destiny is tied up with our destiny and they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom”

· “Sons of former slaves and sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood”

Malcolm X:

· “This is what they did with the march on Washington. They joined it, became part of it, took it over. And as they took it over, it lost its militancy”

· “Whites can help us, but they can’t join us. There can be no black-white unity until there is first some black unity.

·  “If we are going to work together, the blacks must take the lead in their own fight”

· When we stop always saying yes to Mr. Charlie and turning the hate against ourselves, we will begin to be free”


COMMONALITIES: Cooperation is possible.

e. How have your thoughts changed since the movement began?

MLK:

· The Civil Rights Movement is about more than just black and white.  It is about complete equality for every person and group.

Malcolm X:

· After my split with the Nation of Islam and my trip to Mecca, I no longer believe that emigration to Africa is the answer.  Additionally, I still believe that blacks must run the movement, but I am now open to certain types of white help.
NOTE: This is meant to be a resource to guide teachers in evaluating student answers.  This list is by no means comprehensive, and is not meant to deem all other answers unacceptable.

