Appendix E: Malcolm X Excerpts


What do you see as the ultimate end goal of the movement?

“I too believe the best solution is complete separation, with our people going back home, to our own African homeland.”


- Excerpt from Declaration of Independence, Malcolm X Speaks, 20.

“Policies change, and programs change, according to time.  But objective never changes.  You might change your method of achieving the objective, but the objective never changes.  Our objective is complete freedom, complete justice, complete equality, by any means necessary.  That never changes.  Complete and immediate recognition and respect as human beings, that doesn’t change, that’s what all of us want.  I don’t care what you belong to – you still want that, recognition and respect as a human being.”


- Excerpt from At the Audubon, Malcolm X Speaks, 116.

How do you believe that the goal can best be achieved?
“So I cite these various revolutions, brothers and sisters, to show you that you don’t have a peaceful revolution.  You don’t have a turn-the-other-cheek revolution.  There’s no such thing as a nonviolent revolution.”

…

“Revolution is bloody, revolution is hostile, revolution knows no compromise, revolution overturns and destroys everything that gets in its way.” 


- Excerpts from A Message to the Grassroots, Malcolm X Speaks, 9.

…

“There is nothing in our book, the Koran, that teaches us to suffer peacefully.  Our religion teaches us to be intelligent.  Be peaceful, be courteous, obey the law, respect everyone; but if someone puts his hand on you, send him to the cemetery.”

…

“This is the way it is with the white man in America.  He’s a wolf – and you’re sheep.  Any time a shepherd, a pastor, teaches you and me not to run from the white man, he’s a traitor to you and me.  Don’t lay down a life all by itself.  No, preserve your life, it’s the best thing you’ve got.  And it you’ve got to give up, let it be even-steven.”  


- Excerpts from A Message to the Grassroots, Malcolm X Speaks, 12-13.
“Concerning nonviolence: it is criminal to teach a man not to defend himself when he is the constant victim of brutal attacks.  It is legal and lawful to own a shotgun or a rifle.  We believe in obeying the law. 


In areas where our people are the constant victims of brutality, and the government seems unable or unwilling to protect them, we should form rifle clubs that can be used to defend our lives and our property in times of emergency…”


- Excerpt from Declaration of Independence, Malcolm X Speaks, 22.

“Politically, Africa as a continent, and the African people as a people, have the largest representation of any continent in the United Nations.  Politically, the Africans are in a more strategic position and in a stronger position whenever a conference is taking place at the international level.  Today, power is international, real power is international; today, real power is not local.  The only kind of power that can help you and me is international power, not local power.  Any power that’s local, if it’s real power, is only a reflection or a part of that international power.  If you think you’ve got some power, and it isn’t in some way tied into that international thing, brother, don’t get too far out on a limb.  


If your power base is only here, you can forget it.  You can’t build a power base here.  You have to have a power base among brothers and sisters.  You have to have your power base among people who have something in common with you.  They have to have some king of cultural identity, or there has to be some relationship between you and your power base.”


- Excerpt from At the Audubon, Malcolm X Speaks, 129.
“You don’t have to be a man to fight for freedom.  All you have to do is be intelligent human being.  And automatically, your intelligence makes you want freedom so badly that you’ll do anything, by any means necessary, to get that freedom.  And I want Mrs. Hamer to know that anything we can do to help them in Mississippi, we’re at their disposal.  One of the things that we will definitely provide you with, because I think it’s the only real help that you can get down there: You can let those hooded people know that, from here on in, when they start taking the lives of innocent black people, we believe in tit for tat.”


- Excerpt from At the Audubon, Malcolm X Speaks, 135.
Do you believe that whites should assist with the movement, and if so, what role should they play?

“It’s just like when you’ve got some coffee that’s too black, which means it’s too strong.  What do you do?  You integrate it with cream, you make it weak.  But if you pour too much cream in it, you won’t even know you ever had coffee.  It used to be hot, it becomes cool.  It used to be strong, it becomes weak.  It used to wake you up, now it puts you to sleep.  This is what they did with the march on Washington.  They joined it.  They didn’t integrate it, they infiltrated it.  They joined it, became a part of it, took it over.  And as they took it over, it lost its militancy.  It ceased to be angry, it ceased to be hot, it ceased to be uncompromising.  Why it even ceased to be hot, it ceased to be a march.  It became a panic, a circus.”


- Excerpt from A Message to the Grassroots, Malcolm X Speaks, 16.
“The Muslim Mosque, Inc., will remain wide open for ideas and financial aid from all quarters.  Whites can help us, but they can’t join us.  There can be no black-white unity until there is first some black unity.”

- Excerpt from Declaration of Independence, Malcolm X Speaks, 21.
“Marlene Nadle noted that Malcolm “considers all militant whites possible allies.  He qualifies the possibility.  And woven into the qualifications are the threads of the emotions running through Harlem.”


Malcolm: If we are going to work together, the blacks must take the lead in their own fight.  In phase one, the whites led.  We’re going into phase two now.


This phase will be full of rebellion and hostility.  Blacks will fight whites for the right to make decisions that affect the struggle in order to arrive at their manhood and self-respect.  

The hostility is good.  It’s been bottled up too long.  When we stop always saying yes to Mr. Charlie and turning the hate against ourselves, we will begin to be free.”


- Excerpt from Last Answers and Interviews, Malcolm X Speaks, 207-8.
