Appendix D: Martin Luther King, Jr. Excerpts


What do you see as the ultimate end goal of the movement?

“We do not wish to triumph over the white community.  That would only result in transferring those now on the bottom to the top.  But, if we live up to nonviolence in thought and deed, there will emerge an interracial society based on freedom for all.”


- Excerpt from Our Struggle, I Have a Dream, Writings & Speeches That Changed the World, 13.
“So I say to you, my friends, that even though we must face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.  IT is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed-we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, sons of former slaves and sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day, even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  I have a dream today!”


- Excerpt from I Have a Dream, I Have a Dream, Writings & Speeches That Changed the World, 104..
How do you believe that the goal can best be achieved?

“Although law is an important factor in bringing about social change there are certain conditions in which the very effort to adhere to new legal decisions creates tension and provokes violence.  We had hoped to see demonstrated a method that would enable us to continue our struggle while coping with the violence it aroused.  Now we see the answer: face violence if necessary, but refuse to return violence.  If we respect those who oppose us, they may achieve a new understanding of the human relations involved.” 

“Montgomery has demonstrated that we will not run from the struggle, and will support the battle for equality.  The attitude of many young Negros a few years ago was reflected in the common expression, “I’d rather be a lamp post in Harlem that Governor of Alabama.”  Now the idea expressed in our churches, schools, pool rooms, restaurants and homes is: “Brother, stay here and fight nonviolently, ‘Cause if you don’t let them make you mad, you can win.”  The official slogan of the Montgomery Improvement Association is “Justice without Violence.”


- Excerpts from Our Struggle, I Have a Dream, Writings & Speeches That Changed the World, 7-8.
“We had to make it clear that nonviolent resistance is not a method of cowardice.  It does exist.  It is not a method of stagnant passivity and deadening complacency.  The nonviolent resister is just as opposed to the evil that he is standing against as the violent resister but he resists without violence.  This method is nonaggressive physically but strongly aggressive spiritually.”

“Another thing that we had to get over was the fact that the nonviolent resister does not seek to humiliate or defeat the opponent but to win his friendship and understanding.  This was always a cry that we had to set before people that our aim is not to defeat the white community, not to humiliate the white community, but to win the friendship of all the persons who had perpetrated this system in the past.  The end of violence or the aftermath of violence is bitterness.  The aftermath of nonviolence is reconciliation and the creation of a beloved community…”

…

“Then we had to make it clear also that the nonviolent resister seeks to attack the evil system rather than the individuals who happen to be caught up in the system.  And this is why I say from time to time that the struggle in the South is not so much the tension between white people and Negro people.  The struggle is rather between justice and injustice, between the forces of light and the forces of darkness.  And if there is a victory it will not be a victory merely for fifty thousand Negros.  But it will be a victory for justice, a victory for good will, a victory for democracy.”

· Excerpt from The Power of Nonviolence, I Have a Dream, Writings & Speeches That Changed the World, 30-31.

“In any nonviolent campaign there are four basic steps: (1) collection of the facts to determine whether injustices are alive, (2) negotiation, (3) self-purification, and (4) direct action.”

“You may well ask, “Why direct action?  Why sit-ins, marches, etc.?  Isn’t negotiation a better path?”  You are exactly right in your call for negotiation.  Indeed, this is the purpose of direct action.  Nonviolent direct action seeks to create such a crisis and establish such creative tension that a community that has constantly refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue.  It seeks so to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored.”

…

“I submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience tells him is unjust, and willingly accepts the penalty by staying in jail to arouse the conscience of the community over its injustice is in reality expressing the very highest respect for law.”

· Excerpt from Letter From a Birmingham Jail, I Have a Dream, Writings & Speeches That Changed the World, 85-90.

Do you believe that whites should assist with the movement, and if so, what role should they play?
“The marvelous new militancy whish has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny and they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably bounds to our freedom.  This offense we share mounted to storm the battlements of injustice must be carried forth by a biracial army.  We cannot walk alone.”

…

“So I say to you, my friends, that even though we must face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.  It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed-we hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, sons of former slaves and sons of former slave-owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.


I have a dream that one day, even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  I have a dream today!”

- Excerpts from I Have a Dream, I Have a Dream, Writings & Speeches That Changed the World, 103-104.
