Appendix B: Bio Sheet


Malcolm X (1925-1965)
· Malcolm X was born Malcolm Little

· He spent most of his youth in detention centers

· He was exposed to the teachings of the Nation of Islam (Black Muslims) while in prison in 1946.

· Upon his release, he met the leader of the Nation of Islam, Elijah Muhammad.

· Malcolm then changed his last name to X, to get rid of the family name given by slave owners.

· He became a leading speaker and organizer for the Black Muslims.

· 
He preached about separatism and not joining white society.

· He preached that African Americans were superior to whites.

· He supported African Americans’ use of violence against whites for self-protection.

· Malcolm split with the Black Muslims in 1964 and made a pilgrimage to Mecca.

· After splitting with the Black Muslims, Malcolm and his family were frequently the target of violence.

· Malcolm was shot and killed by Black Muslims in February of 1965.

Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968)

· King’s father was a pastor at an influential African-American church in Atlanta.

· He entered college at age 15 and wanted to become a pastor, as well.

· While in Theological Seminary, he was exposed to the teachings of Mahatma Ghandi, an Indian leader who used nonviolent civil disobedience to achieve social change.

· King became pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in 1954, and quickly thereafter became a leader in the Civil Rights Movement.

· He lead the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

· He formed the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) in 1957.

· The SCLC promoted the use of nonviolence to desegregate the South.

· King organized and lead many Civil Rights demonstrations throughout the South, including the Selma March.

· While in jail after the Selma March, King wrote his famous Letter From a Birmingham Jail.

· In 1963, he lead the March on Washington, and delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” speech.

· King was assassinated in April of 1968.

