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What is the Role of the Media during wartime?
  Grade 10-12 
  Mike Dolfi 

  Perry High School
  2-3 Day Lesson


Overview 

· This is a 2-3 day lesson that will examine the role of the media during times of war.  In particular, it will evaluate both the media coverage and government intervention present during World War II and the Vietnam War.  This will be done primarily through the use of TV broadcasts/WWII newsreel footage.  Students will be comparing and contrasting details of how people consumed media coverage of World War II as opposed to Vietnam along with the role that the U.S. Government took in censoring coverage of each.  Students will need to examine the ramifications of showing controversial news footage as was done by CBS News with the burning of the Vietnamese village of Cam Ne in 1965. As a final assessment, students will be given information on the siege of Saigon during the Tet Offensive to study and create a storyboard for a news broadcast.  Some students or groups will be asked to cover the story any way that they see fit, while others will have to play by the rules of World War II media coverage set forth by the Office of War Information.  This lesson is best used in conjunction with a unit on the Vietnam War and previous coverage of World War II is also critical for comparison to Vietnam.  A computer and projector will be preferable for this lesson to display video clips and propaganda materials in their intended format.  

Ohio’s New Learning Standards: K-12 Social Studies
· Ohio Content Statement 31: Political debates focused on the extent of the role of government in the economy, environmental protection, social welfare and 

national security.


Historical Background

From its most primitive days to the present, war has been a part of the human experience, as well as American life.  Whether it is the advent of the machine gun or the development of the atomic bomb, the availability of new technology has drastically impacted military strategy over time.  The introduction of each new weapon brings with it the task and responsibility of determining when and how such a force should best be used.  Just as technology continually changes how wars are fought, it is also changing how the media goes about reporting on them.  Throughout the early part of American history, newspapers were the primary source of relaying information to the people on the home front.  The twentieth century saw the speed with which news can be relayed increase dramatically with the introduction of television and radio to the American public.  Today, the prevalence of the internet and mobile devices has enabled citizens to be connected to news around the clock, almost regardless of location.  While this technology has great advantages for keeping the public informed and entertained, it also magnifies an age old dilemma for those who report the news, especially during times of war:  Should the American public be presented with stories that may hurt support for the war?  Despite taking place within thirty years of each other, the answer to this question was extremely different during World War II than it was during the Vietnam War.
As the United States entered World War II at the end of 1941, newspapers, magazines and radio were the primary methods of transmitting information from the front line back to the American people.  While support for the war was high following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States Government wished to keep the public on board, especially in the face of heavy rationing of many household items.  The Office of War Information (OWI) was created in 1942, primarily for the purpose of promoting support for the war.  One of the ways in which the OWI sought to keep morale high was to monitor and in some cases censor the content that was being brought to the American Public.  Working with Hollywood, movies were screened for controversial content prior to release and many stars of the day put their efforts behind convincing the American people to purchase war bonds or ration materials.  Some of the best artists of the day, including Dr. Seuss contributed propaganda cartoons that often included heavy stereotypes of German and Japanese people.  Even when the U.S. Government finally relented on its policy of not allowing the media to show dead American soldiers (a carryover from World War I), heavy restrictions were still put in place to make sure that the bodies shown were not mangled or deformed in any way and that faces were not identifiable.  While these policies were highly effective in helping the government win the war of opinion on the home front, the average American was highly shielded from the harsh realities of what a modern war looks like.  
With the rise of the television set in the 1950’s and 60’s, there would be no such lack of information. By the mid to late 1960’s most American homes were equipped with at least one television set, with color models quickly gaining in popularity.  The advent of television enabled networks to provide news as it happened.  Whereas consumption of the news had previously required the reader or listener to construct his or her own mental image of the events in question, television was the ultimate visual experience.  Having a television allowed people to feel as though they were experiencing events as they happened, in much the same way that troops would in far off locales.  The development of television along with relaxed government policies regarding media broadcasting led to war coverage the likes of which had never been seen before.  It also brought with it new dilemmas, for both those making the news and those who broadcast it.  Given the ability to freely report on both the positive and negative aspects of the Vietnam War, members of the media had to make a decision whether or not the American people should see the news, even if it may hinder public perception of the war effort.  The first major mainstream example of both the impact of television on war coverage as well as the divide between Vietnam and World War II news coverage came in August of 1965.  American troops carried out orders to burn the Vietnamese village of Cam Ne, and the entire event was caught on camera by CBS News and described by field reporter Morley Safer.  The footage showed American soldiers setting fire to the village, even as its residents stood by, pleading to have their homes spared.  Upon airing the report, some Americans were outraged at the burning of the village, but most were upset at CBS for showing such a shocking piece to begin with.  With little in the way of government censorship over what could be published, Vietnam ushered in a new era in war coverage where reporters had greater access than before to the troops and combat. Until 1967, the media largely issued reports supportive of the war, following guidelines set out by the U.S. government. But in the later years of the war, reporting became more critical as public opinion about the effectiveness of the war and support for continuing it dropped.


Enduring Understandings/ Essential Questions

· The relationship between government and the media can change during wartime.
· What is the proper role of the media in times of war?


Instructional Strategies
Day One
1. Begin class by asking the class to describe how the public received its news information during World War II.  Desired responses should be radio, newspapers, movie newsreel footage, maybe even propaganda posters/cartoons.  Then ask by the 1960’s and Vietnam, had there been any changes to the way that most people received their news information?  The primary response should be that most households had a television by this time and it had become the primary source of information.  The follow-up question should be how would the invention of the television change the news for people?  Students should mention that it was now far easier to visualize the happenings of a war or other situation, since they could see things unfold from their living room.  The next question that should be asked to the class is “what do you think the role of the media should be when covering a war?”  If you did not distribute the “What is the role of the media during wartime” (Appendix A) handout at the beginning of class, pass it out now.  Allow the students several minutes to complete the handout.  Once the handout has been completed, discuss each of the first 5 statements and take opinions from students.  You also have the option of grouping students to discuss their responses briefly.  Following that, discuss the test your knowledge questions and have students grade their answers.
i. World War II
ii. Vietnam
iii. World War II
iv. World War II
v. Vietnam
2. At this point hand out the “Media Coverage During World War II” handout (Appendix B).  You have the option of either placing students in groups of 2-3 or having them work on their own.  Students should read and complete both sides of the handout discussing World War II media coverage.  Before allowing work time, you may wish to discuss what a “war correspondent” actually is.  Correspondents were stationed throughout Europe and the Pacific during World War II to report on the news and provide stories that would be printed in newspapers and aired on radio (assuming the stories met OWI protocol).  Following time to work, discuss the answers to the three questions about the Steinbeck passage, as well as the pros and cons of government censored media coverage on page two.  
Day Two
1. Begin class by handing out “The Burning of Cam Ne:  Should CBS News have run the Story” (Appendix C).  Spend a few minutes reviewing from the previous day, by asking students what they remember about how the media covered/was allowed to cover World War II.  You may want to use a chalkboard/smart board to track responses.  Explain that today they will be comparing the coverage of World War II to how the Vietnam War was covered in the media.  Either as a class or individually, have students read the introduction to Vietnam media coverage on side 1 of the handout.  At that point, show students the video clip of Morley Safer reporting from Cam Ne.  
a. Youtube Link #1:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uD-RlWdhAIc:

b. Youtube Link #2:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNYZZi25Ttg
i. This coverage is part of the CBS News Special Series “The Vietnam War with Walter Cronkite” released in 1986.  This piece is contained on the videos/dvd

2. Ask students what their thoughts are of what they saw.  Then have students read side 2 of the handout either individually or in groups, which has a written description of what took place.  Each student is to answer the four questions, which require their opinion on whether the piece should have aired, despite the fact that it may have done serious damage to public opinion about the war back in the United States.  When students have finished the questions, you have options depending on the time that you would like to spend.

a. You may group students together based on their opinion of whether CBS should have run the clip and allow them to debate each other on the topic and the role of the media.

b. You can go over it as a class, asking for opinions

c. You can collect the handouts and grade the responses. 
Assessment Notes:
1. Upon completion of the lesson activities, hand out the “You be the Editor” (Appendix D) assignment sheet.  Half of the class should receive the version that allows them to cover the war as it would have been covered during Vietnam.  This gives them the freedom to report what happened in Saigon as they see fit.  The other half of the class should receive the World War II version, where they must report on the war from a perspective that is friendly to the American effort and would pass OWI censors.  Upon handing out the assignment, you may wish to play a clip of the Tet Offensive/siege of the U.S. Embassy at Saigon for the entire class, or assign it to them individually to watch.  One link to the clip is here:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3mfXnFtwQc.  If this link is not working, you may search for CBS News Tet Offensive to find a suitable clip.  This footage is also contained in the 1986 video series CBS News Special Series “The Vietnam War with Walter Cronkite.”  You also have the option of showing the class an example of how video media coverage of World War II looked by showing a newsreel clip from the era.  There are quite a few options to choose from, here is one possible clip on the Battle of Midway:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlD9vs97FuE .  

a. The Newspaper article that is included is another supplemental resource that you may provide to students to give them another report of the Tet Offensive.

If desired you have the option of partnering students together for the assessment.  Following the completion of the storyboards, you may also wish to have students present them.  This would allow the class to see the contrast between what the Vietnam reporting groups chose to focus on as opposed to the WWII reporting groups.  


Classroom Materials 
· Appendix A:  What is the Role of the Media During Wartime Handout

· Appendix B:  Media Coverage During World War II Handout (2 Sided)

· Appendix C:  The Burning of Cam Ne Handout (2 Sided)

· Appendix D:  You be the Editor Assignment Sheet (Vietnam Reporting Version)

· Appendix E:  You be the Editor Assignment Sheet (WWII Reporting Version)

· Appendix F:  Siege of Saigon Embassy Newspaper Article (for use with assessment)

· Appendix G:  You be the Editor Assignment Sheet Scoring Rubric

· Appendix H:   Tet Offensive Storyboard


Resources
· Burnette, Elizabeth J., The 6:00 Follies: Hegemony, Television News, and the War of Attrition, [Website], University of Virginia, American Studies Department, http://xroads.virginia.edu/~MA05/burnette/thesis/home.html  (accessed March 3, 2014)
·  “Communication: News and Censorship,” The War, WETV, Washington D.C., (2007). http://www.pbs.org/thewar/at_home_communication_news_censorship.htm  
· “Cam Ne Safer,” (2009, April 17).Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNYZZi25Ttg 
· “Embassy Regained by Yanks,” Observer-Reporter (Washington, PA), January 31, 1968, http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2519&dat=19680131&id=m8ddAAAAIBAJ&sjid=Z14NAAAAIBAJ&pg=3105,3897421 (accessed June 4, 2014).
· “Morley Vietnam 1,” [Web Video] (2012, January 26). Retrieved from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uD-RlWdhAIc
· Steinbeck, John, “Once There Was A War,” 1958, Penguin Books ED, 2007, Goggle Books,http://books.google.com/books?id=2b1v1FnwOWEC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false (accessed March 3, 2014)


Appendices
· Appendix A:  What is the Role of the Media During Wartime Handout

· Appendix B:  Media Coverage During World War II Handout (2 Sided)

· Appendix C:  The Burning of Cam Ne Handout (2 Sided)

· Appendix D:  You be the Editor Assignment Sheet (Vietnam Reporting Version)
· Appendix E:  You be the Editor Assignment Sheet (WWII Reporting Version)

· Appendix F:  Siege of Saigon Embassy Newspaper Article (for use with assessment)

· Appendix G:  You be the Editor Assignment Sheet Scoring Rubric

· Appendix H:   Tet Offensive Storyboard

Appendix A

What is the Role of the Media During Wartime?
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Read each statement below and check whether or not you agree with it
	Statement
	Agree
	Disagree
	Undecided

	1. The media should show pictures and video of dead and wounded American soldiers
	
	
	

	2. The media should only report on stories that can further the war effort and help public opinion
	
	
	

	3. It necessary to report on stories that risk making American troops appear to be the bad guys (Ex:  burning a village in Vietnam)
	
	
	

	4. The media should cover the personal impact of the war on American soldiers
	
	
	

	5. The Government should play a role in deciding which stories are reported to the American public
	
	
	


World War II or Vietnam:  Test Your Knowledge
1. The Office of War Information (OWI) was created to monitor the content of movies and published materials as well as to promote the war effort.
2. This marked the first widespread use of television to broadcast a war effort.
3. For most of this war, pictures and video of dead American soldiers were not allowed to be shown.
Appendix B
Media Coverage during World War II

The rules for correspondents [were both] ... imposed and self-imposed ...

There were no cowards in the American Army, and of all the brave men the private in the infantry was the bravest and noblest. The reason for this in terms of the War Effort was obvious. The infantry private had the dirtiest, weariest, least rewarding job in the whole war. In addition to being dangerous, a great many of the things he had to do were stupid. He must therefore be reassured that these things he knew to be stupid were actually necessary and wise, and that he was a hero for doing them ... A second convention held that we had no cruel or ambitious or ignorant commanders ...

We were all a part of the War Effort. We went along with it, and not only that, we abetted it. Gradually it became a part of all of us that the truth about anything was automatically secret and that to trifle with it was to interfere with the War Effort. By this I don’t mean that the correspondents were liars ... [but] it is in the things not mentioned that the untruth lies.

We felt responsible to what was called the home front. There was a general feeling that unless the home front was carefully protected from the whole account of what war was like, it might panic. Also, we felt we had to protect the armed services from criticism, or they might retire to their tents to sulk like Achilles.

· John Steinbeck, Author and World War II Correspondent 
1) Focus on the paragraph that begins with “We were all part of the war effort” and ends with “it is in the things not mentioned that the untruth lies.”  What do you think that Steinbeck is saying about war reporting during World War II?
2) In the last paragraph, Steinbeck discusses the responsibility that he and other war correspondents felt.  Explain what this responsibility was.
3) How does the video of the news report of the Midway attack illustrate the views Steinbeck offers in the reading?

Appendix B (page 2)
Media Coverage during World War II

As the United States entered World War II at the end of 1941, newspapers, magazines and radio were the primary methods of transmitting information from the front line back to the American people.  While support for the war was high following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States Government wished to keep the public on board, especially in the face of heavy rationing of many household items.  The Office of War Information (OWI) was created in 1942, primarily for the purpose of promoting support for the war.  One of the ways in which the OWI sought to keep morale high was to monitor and in some cases censor the content that was being brought to the American Public.  Working with Hollywood, movies were screened for controversial content prior to release and many stars of the day put their efforts behind convincing the American people to purchase war bonds or ration materials.  Some of the best artists of the day, including Dr. Seuss contributed propaganda cartoons that often included heavy stereotypes of German and Japanese people.

Just as it had been during World War I, the media was not allowed to show any dead American soldiers for the first few years of World War II.  As the war dragged on, however, the decision was made that allowing images of deceased soldiers to be shown would energize the American public, weary from sacrificing for the war effort.  Even when the U.S. Government finally relented on its policy of not allowing the media to show dead American soldiers, heavy restrictions were still put in place to make sure that the bodies shown were not mangled or deformed in any way and that faces were not identifiable.  While these policies were highly effective in helping the government win the war of opinion on the home front, the average American was highly shielded from the harsh realities of what a modern war looked like.  
Directions:  During World War II, censorship of what the public saw from the front lines of war was carried out both formally by the U.S. Government through the OWI, and informally by reporters and news outlets.  List the Pros (benefits) and the Cons (Drawbacks) to such policies
	Pros (+) to Censorship
	Cons (-) to Censorship


Appendix C

Television and Vietnam: 

CBS News and the Burning of Cam Ne
Directions:  Below are selections from Elizabeth J. Burnette’s paper The 6:00 Follies: Hegemony, Television News, and the War of Attrition (University of Virginia, 2005).  After reading the passage below and watching the CBS News clip of the burning of Cam Ne, answer the questions on the back of this page.
Vietnam (which was never formally declared a war) is often characterized as the "living-room war" or the "television war." It was the first war to be systematically televised, and it was so televised during a period when television was becoming a more compelling presence in American life. A survey conducted in 1964 revealed that Americans depended equally on television and newspapers for information. By 1972, the percentage of Americans who relied primarily on television for their news had jumped significantly. But more importantly, respondents had actually come to trust television more than they trusted newspapers. When faced with conflicting or contradictory accounts, 48% of those surveyed responded that they would trust television, while only 21% responded that they would trust newspapers.2

A well-known exception to the initial consensus journalism occurred in August 1965, challenging to some degree the pervading sense of righteousness. Morley Safer filed a report from the village of Cam Ne, which aired on the CBS evening news. The footage showed American marines setting fire to the entire village, gratuitously lighting roofs of Vietnamese huts with Zippo lighters. The footage is complemented by a voice-over from Safer, in which he explains the importance of property in Vietnamese life, especially property situated on ancestral land. Safer alleged that evacuation warnings were shouted only in English, and consequently some villagers barely made it out alive (one baby was killed). The scene was chaotic. In the U.S., many people were shocked to discover that American troops were capable of such a thing. Others felt that CBS had performed a disservice. Erik Barnouw notes, "This scene ignited in some viewers anger against the war; in others, anger against television."43
The official reason for the burning of the village was that it was a safe haven for Viet Cong. This may or may not have been accurate. There were the constant ambiguities in Vietnam resulting from the language barrier, the difficulties distinguishing villagers from guerrillas or North Vietnamese from South Vietnamese, the terrain, and the like. CBS agonized in high-level meetings over whether to broadcast the footage. This incident reveals how central the Cold War ideology was in 1965. The report from Cam Ne was almost censored--not by the government, but by CBS! Furthermore, the reaction of many people was anger at television for challenging their carefully constructed sense of duty and moral authority (as if the act of broadcasting the burning of Cam Ne was un-American). This explains in part why reports of this nature were so rare before the Tet offensive.

2 Daniel Hallin, The "Uncensored War": Media and Vietnam (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986) 106.

43 Erik Barnouw, Tube of Plenty: The Evolution of American Television, 2nd Rev. ed. (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990) 381.
Appendix C (page 2)
Television and Vietnam: 

CBS News and the Burning of Cam Ne
1. How were American soldiers portrayed in Safer's report?

2. How does Safer's report compare to what Steinbeck described about reporting during WWII?

3. According to Burnette, what was the reaction to the report among the general public and television executives at CBS in the United States?

4. Why does Burnette say the public and television executives reacted this way?

5. How does this reaction compare and contrast to the reactions to news reports in WWII?
Appendix D

You Be the Editor:  The Tet Offensive/Siege of Saigon (Vietnam Reporting Standards)
Congratulations!  You have just been appointed editor of the Nightly News, one of the most widely watched network news shows on television.  You have just received reports and footage from your correspondents in Vietnam that there has been a significant, coordinated military attack against American forces all over South Vietnam.  Among the cities that came under fire was the South Vietnamese capital of Saigon.  The plan was coordinated enough that attackers were even able to gain entry into the United States Embassy, which was thought by many to be impenetrable.   As editor, it is your responsibility to put together a report for the 6pm news cast that you believe will inform the American public about what has taken place.  You have the ability to show footage and explain what has happened in any way that you see fit, even if that option may portray the United States and the overall war effort in a negative fashion.  Rather than actually filming the newscast, you will be putting together a storyboard of at least six slides that would be a part of your broadcast.   
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Requirements
1. You have SIX slides to storyboard your newscast, so choose what you believe are the six most important pieces of information that the public should know

2. For each slide, you will draw a clip of what you would like to show on your newscast.  On the back of the sheet, you will write a short (minimum 2-3 sentence) description of what is taking place in the slide.  This is the audio that your news anchors would be reading as the images of that slide are played on television.  (Artistic ability is not what is being graded, rather the layout, cleanliness and visual appeal of each slide).

3. The final piece to this assignment is to write a paragraph answering the main question of “what do you believe the role of the media is during a time of war?”  Since you are allowed nearly complete freedom in creating your storyboard for the news broadcast, explain whether you agree that the media should have this freedom.  Did you put your piece together in a fashion that you believe would promote or hurt public opinion on the war? 
Appendix E

You Be the Editor:  The Tet Offensive/Siege of Saigon (WWII Reporting Standards)
Congratulations!  You have just been appointed editor of the Nightly News, one of the most widely watched network news shows on television.  You have just received reports and footage from your correspondents in Vietnam that there has been a significant, coordinated military attack against American forces all over South Vietnam.  Among the cities that came under fire was the South Vietnamese capital of Saigon.  The plan was coordinated enough that attackers were even able to gain entry into the United States Embassy, which was thought by many to be impenetrable.   As editor, it is your responsibility to put together a report for the 6pm news cast that you believe will inform the American public about what has taken place.  With this in mind, however, your broadcast must follow strict guidelines for what can be shown similar to what was present during World War II.  You are not allowed to show any dead bodies of American soldiers, and generally must present the broadcast in a way that shows the American side as winning the battle.  In addition to informing the American public, it is also your responsibility to ensure continued support for the war.   Rather than actually filming the newscast, you will be putting together a storyboard of at least six slides that would be a part of your broadcast.   
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Requirements
1. You have SIX slides to storyboard your newscast, so choose what you believe are the six most important pieces of information that the public should know

2. For each slide, you will draw a clip of what you would like to show on your newscast.  On the back of the sheet, you will write a short (minimum 2-3 sentence) description of what is taking place in the slide.  This is the audio that your news anchors would be reading as the images of that slide are played on television.  (Artistic ability is not what is being graded, rather the layout, cleanliness and visual appeal of each slide).

3. The final piece to this assignment is to write a paragraph answering the main question of “what do you believe the role of the media is during a time of war?”  Since you MUST portray the United States as being victorious, explain whether you agree with the restrictions that have been placed on you.  If these restrictions were not present, how would your broadcast be different and why?
Appendix F
Embassy Regained by Yanks
Due to copyright restrictions, the article cannot be printed here.  
For a full text version, go to: 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2519&dat=19680131&id=m8ddAAAAIBAJ&sjid=Z14NAAAAIBAJ&pg=3105,3897421
“Embassy Regained by Yanks,” Observer-Reporter (Washington, PA), January 31, 1968, http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2519&dat=19680131&id=m8ddAAAAIBAJ&sjid=Z14NAAAAIBAJ&pg=3105,3897421 (accessed June 4, 2014).
Appendix G
Tet Offensive Storyboard Grading Rubric

	
	3 points
	2 points 
	1 points
	0 points

	Length and formatting requirements
5% of total
	Storyboard has six slides and meets or exceeds length requirements for reporting each slide
	Storyboard has six slides, but some reports may not meet length requirement
	Storyboard has fewer than six slides and/or does not meet length requirement for some or all slides
	Major elements are completely missing

	Layout/Artwork
5% of total
	All six slides are well thought out and clearly presented.  Artwork is neat and furthers the presentation
	Most of the slides are neatly presented and clearly convey a message to the viewer.  Some artwork may be lacking in neatness/color
	Slides are sloppily done and/or are poorly organized.  Color is probably not present.
	Layout of each slide completely lacks clarity and organization.  May be very sloppily done

	Explanation of Each Slide
30% of total
	Each slide has a 2-3 complete sentence description that clearly explains what is taking place in the slide
	Most slides have 2-3 complete sentence descriptions.  Descriptions generally explain what is taking place in each slide.
	Slides may be lacking for length and/or clarity.  Descriptions may not be historically correct
	No descriptions are present

	Perspective: (Vietnam or WWII)
30% of total
	Both slides drawings and explanations are clearly portraying coverage from either the Vietnam or WWII perspective
	Slides and drawings mostly stay within the assigned perspective
	Slides and descriptions do not accurately stay within the assigned perspective
	Shows no evidence of attempting either the Vietnam or WWII perspective on coverage

	Reflection Paragraph
30% of total
	Paragraph clearly explains position on media coverage during war and relates how their piece portrays such
	Paragraph mostly explains position on media coverage and attempts to explain how their storyboard portrays this.
	Paragraph is attempted, but may be lacking in explanation depth
	Reflection paragraph is not present


Total:  ______________/________________

Tet Offensive Storyboard (Appendix H)
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