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Letter to Parents





Craig Kitto, Principal
Dear Whittier Families,
From all of the staff at Whittier Elementary, I’d like to extend a hearty welcome to our school.  I truly count it as a blessing to be a part of such a hard working, loving faculty here at Whittier.  As many of you know, this is my first year here at Whittier and beginning my 18th year in education.  I was born and raised in the Crow Creek Valley near Townsend, MT, and I obtained my teaching degree at MSU.  I have taught and been an administrator in large and small schools, in Alaska, Montana, and Wyoming, and it is indeed a pleasure to be back where it all started.  
In my few short weeks here at Whittier, I can honestly say, we have the best staff, students, and parents in town!  From my conversations with parents, it is quite evident you truly love this building and value its place as a quality, neighborhood school.  The quality I see in our students, staff, and parents, is not by accident, but rather the result of valuing relationships, lifelong learning, and the appreciation for something larger than the individual.   It has been so affirming to me as my core values are so closely aligned with all of you, and I will do everything in my power to contribute to that lasting vision of Whittier.     
To parents, I want to assure you that all of us, from the cooking staff, custodians, and office staff, to the teachers and aides, will work tirelessly to provide the highest quality of service and education for your children. I want you to know I take the responsibility of teaching your children very seriously, and I’m committed to excellence in our building.
At Whittier, we strive to have meaningful relationships and open lines of communication with our families.  As we forge our path together,  please know my door is always open. Please pop in if you have a concern, story to share, or just to say hello.  Let’s make this our best year yet!
Sincerely,
Craig Kitto 
 DATES TO REMEMBER:
Thurs.  9/13

Open House from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  Student supervision on the playground.
Fri.      9/28

Annual Wildcat Prowl (PAC fundraiser/Fun Run Event) 
Wed.  10/3

Lifetouch Individual Pictures   


Mon
10/8

NO SCHOOL– Parent/Teacher Conferences (Book Fair in library)
Tues.   10/9
NO SCHOOL– Parent/Teacher Conferences (Book Fair in library)
Thurs. 10/19
NO SCHOOL – PIR Day
Fri.      10/20 
NO SCHOOL – PIR Day
Nov.    21-23
NO SCHOOL/Thanksgiving Holiday

Mon.   11/26
NO SCHOOL - PIR Day

Dec. 24 – Jan .4
NO SCHOOL – Winter Break

Mon.   1/21
NO SCHOOL – PIR DAY




Breakfast & Lunch prices for the 2018-2019

Student Breakfast $1.70

Reduced Breakfast $.30 


Student Hot Lunch $2.70

Student Reduced Lunch $.40


Snack Milk $.50

Adult Breakfast $2.60

Adult Hot Lunch $3.75
Monthly lunch menus are now on-line.  No paper copies will be sent home.
Whittier has a before school breakfast program.  Breakfast will be served from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.

Free and reduced lunch applications were sent home with your student the 1st day of school. 

Parents are always welcome to join their children for lunch.  Please call our school office at 522-6750 by 8:30 a.m. in the morning to order an adult lunch for that day. 

Whittier School will host an Open House this Thursday, September 13, from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.   
We will have supervision for our students on the playground from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. while you attend the classrrom parent meeting.  There will be no student supervision in the library.  Please make sure you pick up your students at 7:30 p.m. from the playground!
We  look forward to seeing all families on this special evening!
	ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL & LUNCH TIMES  for 2018 - 2019


Arrival & Dismissal Times:

K-3

8:30 a.m.-  3:30 p.m. 
Mon. – Thurs. 


2:10 p.m. Early Dismissal Every Fri.             
Grades 4-5       8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Mon. – Fri.
Lunch Times:
Kindergarten

11:30 – 12:20
1st Grade

11:35 – 12:25
2nd Grade

11:40 – 12:30
3rd Grade

11:45 – 12:35
4th Grade

11:35 – 12:25 (Recess 1st)
5th Grade

11:30 – 12:20 (Recess 1st)
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR COMING SOON!
WHITTIER LIBRARY

OCTOBER 8-12
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The Annual Wildcat Prowl  (Fun Run) will be held on Friday, September 28.  Every kid participates in this great event.  If you would like to volunteer or want to know more, please email: whittierpac@gmail.com. 


This year’s school pictures will be on Wednesday, October 3  Packets will be coming home soon with your students.  

Please Update Your Student’s Information:
We are excited to have you and your children back in the building for another great year at Whittier.  There are some items at the beginning of the year that we need parents to take care to help the school year run more smoothly.  One of these items is making sure you, as parents, have logged into your child’s parent portal and updated demographic, medical, and emergency pick-up information.  There is also a very important parent permission section enabling your child to participate in walking field trips, using the computer, and being listed on the classroom directories. It is very important that you log in and update this information. 





Go to www.bsd7.org, click on the Students and Parents tab and then under the Parent Resources click on Powerschool.  Click on the tab that applies to you.  You can either sign in on your established account or create an account.  If you haven’t set up the account previously, you will need your child’s Access ID and password.  Please contact the school office at 522-6750 or email me at carol.hummel@bsd7.org for that information.

-After setting up your account, please update your student’s demographic information.  Go to main page of your Parent Portal account, scroll down and on the left hand side near the bottom you will see Demographic Update.  Make any necessary changes and click submit on the bottom righjt of the page.  You must do this for each of your students!
Thank you so much for completing this very important paperwork for the school year!

Please remember to call our school attendance line at 522-6770 before 9:00 a.m. if your student is absent or is going to be late for school.

girls in 3rd-5th grade that teaches life skills through conversation-based lessons and running games, culminating in local girls running the 5k Huffing for Stuffing. It shows girls that they are important, have limitless potential and helps them boldly pursue their dreams. The program runs from September 7th- November 23rd. Teams meet twice a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays at Hawthorne Elementary School and the curriculum is taught by certified Girls on the Run coaches. If you're interested in registering a young lady, please click here. If you have any questions please call Thrive at 406-587-3840 for more information! 



A Note


From


Mr. Kitto





Lifetouch Individual Pictures


Wednesday, October 3, 2018


Ordering packets will be sent home 	soon.
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LIFETOUCH  SCHOOL PICTURES





ATTENTION ALL PARENTS/GUARDIANS





ATTENDANCE LINE








