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Letter to Parents             
Greetings, Whittier Families,
I hope you have a wonderful and relaxing Winter Break, filled with family time and lots of hot cocoa.  I’m excited for the new year and what it will bring for our students and staff here at Whittier.  
As we begin 2019, I have a challenge for all of our families.  I would ask that you join me in a New Year’s resolution, to limit our screen time and increase our reading time.  As you all know, the more we practice something, the better we get.  I challenge you to read to your child or with your child for at least 20 minutes, five nights a week.  My family and I are going to commit ourselves to this challenge and we hope you will join us.
There has been a slight change to the district attendance policy.  As of now, ALL tardies which extend beyond 9:00 a.m. or 1:15 p.m., as well as students who leave school more than 30 minutes prior to dismissal without returning, will be considered a .5 absence. That means, if a student leaves before 3:00 p.m., he or she will be marked absent for the entire afternoon. I want to encourage you all to help your children attend school regularly.  Regular attendance helps children feel better about school, and themselves. Start building this habit now so they learn from an early age that education is important. Research shows good attendance helps students succeed in high school, college, and work life.   
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and your child. I know the end of this school year will be met with great success.
Craig Kitto 
Principal
[image: image1.emf]








[image: image2.emf]








[image: image3.emf]








[image: image4.emf]








[image: image5.emf]








[image: image6.emf]









DATES TO REMEMBER…
Fri.        12/21
Lost & Found Pickup by Love, Inc.

Fri.        12/21
Mini Bank Deposit from  8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Dec.      24-Jan. 4
NO SCHOOL – Winter Break

Fri.        1/18
Mini Bank Deposit from 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Mon.    1/21
NO SCHOOL – PIR DAY

Fri.        2/1
Lost & Found Pickup by Love, Inc.

Fri.       2/1
Mini Bank Deposit vrom 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Mon.    2/18
NO SCHOOL – Presidents’ Day

Fri.       3/1
Lost & Found Pickup by Love,  Inc.

Mar.    18-22
NO SCHOOL – Spring Break


Thanks to the wonderful members of the Bozeman Fire Department and our Whittier PAC, our annual Turkey Bingo was once again a huge success!  The firemen did a great job of calling out the numbers! 

Brrr!  On these very cold winter mornings, please check your children before they leave the house to make sure they are dressed appropriately for the winter weather.  Students need to come to school with:  warm coats, mittens/gloves, hats, snow pants and snow boots when appropriate.  Students need to stay outside unless the temperature is lower than 10 degrees above zero.  If you are in need of assistance for winter clothing for your child, please contact the school office at 522-6750. 


Parents, please remember to check the Lost & Found area when visiting the school. Lost items will now be picked up by Love, Inc. on the following dates: 12/21, 2/1, 3/1, 4/5, 5/3 and 6/7 (last pickup).   

The ArtSplot with artists/art educators, Chelsea and Richard Smith, offers the following programs for ages 6 and up over the holiday break:
*Wed. Dec. 26 - embossing with the printmaking press

*Thur. Dec. 27 - Asian brushstroke painting

*Fri. Dec. 28 - wire sculpture

*Wed. Jan. 2 - monotype collage

*Thur. Jan. 3 - illustration

*Fri. Jan. 4 - bird sculpture

Times are 9:00 - 3:00. Any combination of days may be chosen. Cost is $60 per day. Register online @ArtSplot.com with a separate follow up email to confirm, or call 587-8424. Join us!

The ArtSplot
111 S. Grand Ave.

Suite 212

Bozeman, MT 59715
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Greetings, Whittier Wildcats,
Thank you for a wonderful Fall semester! It was a success on many levels. 

We started the year off with a PAC community meeting with our new principal, Craig Kitto. It was great to see so many folks turn out to learn more about the newest member of the Whittier family. 

As many of you may know, this year’s Fun Run was a record setter. The kids ran a total of 8595 laps (or 662 MILES!), and we raised $29,686.54 in total - this is up about $9,971.30 from last year! Way to go Wildcats! We are so thankful for all the effort that everyone invested in this important event, as the Fun Run is Whittier’s main fundraiser for the year. A special thank you is due to all of our many volunteers: Erin Mock, Elizabeth Growney, Rio Gonzales, Whitney Lonsdale, Elizabeth Johannesen, Katie Finch, Tammy McDonald, Joseph Schumacher, Jonathan and Jennifer Owens, Catherine Howard, Andrea Gonzales, Lander Purvis, Andrea Palm, Ashlea Proffitt, Peter and Jennifer Andrews, Serena Finn, Joe Duvall, Eddy Garcia, Sam and Josh Blomquist, Andrea Michael, Graham Austin, Tommy Bass, Rachelle and Mac McLain, Teresa Warne, Hilary Treanor, Ashley Murray, Scott Shively, Corinne Garcia, Molly Tornow,  and Caitlin and Travis Smith. If you are interested in getting involved next year, please let us know by e-mailing whittierpac@gmail.com. 

We had a fun movie night where all families were invited to see Ferdinand and enjoy some snacks and pizza, and we saw a lot of parents, kiddos and teachers at the Whittier social hour at the Midtown Tavern. Be on the lookout for these events again in the Spring!

As always, Turkey Bingo was a runaway hit; the gym was packed and full of holiday cheer. A special thank you to Andrea Michael for organizing all of those delicious pies to be donated, to Town and Country for donating the turkeys, and to the Bozeman Fire Department for calling the numbers. If you haven’t had a chance to check out the pictures on Instagram or Facebook, they are definitely worth a look: @whittier_wildcats (Instagram) or Whittier School PAC (Facebook). 

The PAC is already hard at work planning the Spring calendar. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please feel free to reach us at whittierpac@gmail.com. We will start off the Spring with a Community PAC meeting with Superintendent Rob Watson on Thursday, January 10 from 5:30 - 6:30 pm in the Whittier Library. Child care will be provided in the gym. This will be an excellent opportunity for our school community to hear about updates from the district as well as to ask how Whittier is being represented and supported. A full spring calendar will be released after the holiday break. 

The Whittier PAC
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A Note


From


Mr. Kitto
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LOST & FOUND ITEMS





ARTSPLOT HOLIDAY BREAK CLASSES








