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Greetings Whittier Families,
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday and are ready to tackle these next few weeks before our Winter Break.  As a staff, we will continue to stress the three “Rs” of school: Rigor, Relevance, and Relationships.  We will strive to maintain the rigor in the classroom as it relates to the standards and the benchmarks of quality we have established.  As we unpack the curriculum in the classroom, we will be purposeful to make sure the content is relevant for our students.  Lastly, we will continue in our efforts to make sure we have quality relationships with our students.  We know full well, that students perform at their best when they have established quality relationships with their teachers.  We may not always remember how we learned to read; however, we do remember those quality teachers in our lives.  
On December 13, the music program will be showcasing their talents at the Willson Auditorium at 6:30 p.m.  We would ask that students in grades 2 - 5 stay for the entire performance.  This cuts down disruptions to the rest of the performers and audience and provides safety in making sure children leave with their parent or guardian.   
Lastly, I want to thank all you parents for such a wonderful welcome and start of our year here at Whittier.  This is an exceptional school with extraordinary students, parents and staff!  
Craig Kitto
DATES TO REMEMBER:

Fri.        12/7
First Mini Bank Deposit at 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Thurs.  12/13
Holiday Program at 6:30 p.m. at the Willson Auditorium

Fri.        12/21
Lost & Found Pickup by Love, Inc.

Fri.        12/21
Mini Bank Deposit at 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Dec.      24-Jan. 4
NO SCHOOL – Winter Break

Fri.        1/18
Mini Bank Deposit at 8:30 – 9:00 a.m.

Mon.    1/21
NO SCHOOL – PIR DAY

Fri.        2/1
Lost & Found Pickup by Love, Inc.

Mon.    2/18
NO SCHOOL – Presidents’ Day

Fri.       3/1
Lost & Found Pickup by Love,  Inc.

Mar.    18-22
NO SCHOOL – Spring Break
Thurs.   4/11
NO SCHOOL – Parent/Teacher Conferences

Fri.        4/12
NO SCHOOL – Parent/Teacher Conferences

Fri,     5/24
NO SCHOOL – PIR DAY

Mon.   5/27
NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day Holiday

Thurs.  6/6
Last Day of School – Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
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(This policy is in the K-5 Parent Handbook on the Bozeman School District’s Webpage Under the “Parent Tab”)
Because the number of phone messages to students and teachers can be excessive,

school personnel may be unable to deliver them to students after 2:30 p.m. unless they are of an emergency nature. Reminders of doctor and dentist appointments and music lessons are not taken. Please remember to discuss your afterschool plans with your children before they come to school in the morning. If you have a change of plans during the day and are unable to notify the office before 2:30 p.m., it will be your responsibility to inform your child personally when school is over.
Congratulations to Ola Kobacka and Haylee Doyle who were runner-ups in the Bozeman Public Library’s “Illustration Contest”
Way to go, girls!

Please remember to check your children in at the school office when they are late for school.  If you do not check them in, you will receive an automated

phone call that your child is absent for the day.  
Feeling stressed as the holidays approach? You are not alone! Most families feel extra pressure as holidays near. Here are a few tips to help you, and your family, stay centered:
1.  Strive for eight! Sleep expert and Bozeman author, Mary Sheedy Kurcinka, states that 80% of behavioral problems in kids are sleep-related.  With kids’ activities and homework, sleep is the first to go. Create a quiet home environment in the late evening and remove screens from the bedroom.

2. Rest and play. Downtime is critical as most family schedules are action-packed.  Carve out time to take a walk, eat dinner together or watch a movie as a family.

3. Remember that our best is good enough! Perfection is a myth according to author, Brene Brown. Try to strive for excellence instead of perfection. Model "Healthy Striving" for kids.

For these and other parenting tips, connect with your Thrive Parent Liaison:  Vonda Davis, 922-1600, or Vonda.davis@bsd7.org
Whittier “Winter Around the World” Concert

Whittier’s Winter Concert is 
Thursday, December 13, 
at 
6:30 P.M. at the Willson 
Auditorium.
· Students, please arrive at 6:15 p.m. Specific meeting places will be sent home soon!

Please wear nice clothing (but no 
need to purchase anything new). 
No 
snow boots, snow pants, 
coats or hats 
on the stage, please.
· The concert will be about 60 minutes in length.  PreK-1st graders will perform first and will meet their parents in the lobby after their performance. Due to safety concerns and our desire to teach our students good concert etiquette, 2nd-5th graders will remain with their classes until the end of the concert.  No 2nd- 5th grade students will be released to their parents until the concert is over.
· Balcony seating is reserved for students and staff members only. Please plan on sitting on the main floor.

· No food or drink will be permitted in the theater. Please plan on not using flash photography.

· Questions? Call Mrs. Herdina at 522-6767 or email her at sara.herdina@bsd7.org.
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FirstView by First Student is the industry’s 
most comprehensive and secure bus tracking 
and parent communication app.  FirstView 
helps you better manage your time during the 
hectic before and after school rush by putting 
your student’s up-to-the-minutes bus 
information in your hands.  Easy to download, 
set up and use, First View is packed with helpful 
features to give you peace of mind, including 
estimated bus arrival time, opt-in district 
messaging regarding delays or issues, 
customizable alerts for when the bus is a chosen 
distance or number of minutes away, secure 
password protection and built-in. customer 
support. Please go to: firstviewapp.com to 
download.
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A Note From Mr.                   Kitto





     HAPPY HOLIDAYS!





WHITTIER HOLIDAY PROGRAM





MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS





CONGRATULATIONS 




















ATTENTION ALL PARENTS





HOLIDAY TIPS FROM PARENT LIAISON





BUSING ON-LINE APP/FIRSTVIEW








