Longfellow Parent Association (LPA) Meeting

February 9, 2016      12noon – 1pm
Longfellow Library
Members Present:      Myriah Marsh (co-chair), Michelle Risho (co-chair), Stephanie McDowell (secretary)
Staff Present:      Principal McClellan 

Parents Present:      Johnna Visser, Alyssa Smith, Paul Grigsby
Guest Present:      MaryAnn from BSD
· What do you like about LPA?
· MaryAnn – Her kids are in Heritage Christian.  They have a welcome group for new parents.  
· Paul – I can’t be involved in a level that I’d like to in the classroom and school, so this is how I can find out what I can do or what I might have time to do.
· Patrick – The parents at this school are really committed and are willing to pitch in.
· Johnna – Learning about what LPA does and staying in the loop.
· Michelle – I love LPA and going to the school advisory board as a co-chair to meet with the superintendent.
· Guest Speaker – MaryAnn, Student Assistance Coordinator, Bozeman Public Schools

· Suicide Prevention Presentation only brought in 35 parents.  Montana is #1 for suicide.  “SOS” training in 6th grade focuses on depression.  They talk to kids about the difference between being sad and depressed.  They show a video that discusses symptoms and how it can be different for everyone.  They talk to teachers and staff about how to pick up on signals, both subtle and obvious.
· Symptoms of Depression:  running away, stomach aches/back aches, alcohol abuse, withdrawal, sleeping too much or too little, getting into trouble, sensitivity to light

· The HELP Center will be launching a text line for teens to reach out about anxiety/depression.  “SOS”  video is available to parents who want to view it before their kids go to SMS.  Most kids will tell someone if they plan to commit suicide.  “SOS” is part of health enhancement.
· Carnival Update:  Johnna Visser is organizing it for the last year.  It will be Friday, February 19th.  We are still looking for volunteers and someone to take over next year.  (Johnna’s last child will be in SMS next year.)  Fort will have a table at the Carnival.
· Fort Update:  Fundraising Committee is working on grants and business sponsorships.  Info will continue to go out in the Friday Folder and posted on Facebook/website.  There was a comment that the communication to parents has been amazing.  Keep it up!

· 4th graders are science testing Tuesday and Wednesday before spring break.  English and Math tests will be the end of April.

· The next LPA meeting will be in March and the April meeting will have Rob Watson as a guest speaker.  For more information about any of this information, contact the Longfellow Parent Association at longfellowpa@gmail.com.
· Minutes by Stephanie McDowell, LPA Secretary.
