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Welcome music students and parents!
Welcome! I look forward to working with you this year! Instrumental music at Gayville-Volin is one of many ways that students learn to express themselves individually and in an ensemble setting. Our instrumental ensembles will not only enable students to perform selected literature on their specific voice or instrument, but will also give a general understanding of music as a performer, listener, and intelligent consumer of the art. While there will be some out of class assignments and practice expected, the music courses will not require a great amount of daily homework. For this very reason, great importance is placed on attendance, class and concert participation, attitude, attentiveness, adherence to class expectation, proper use of social skills, and respect toward individual and self.

The purpose of this handbook is:
1. To provide each student and parent with the basic rules, guidelines, and procedures of the music classroom.
2. To relay the expectations and goals of the music program.
3. To provide a list of dates that the student WILL need to attend and is graded on. 








Grading
The goal of our music program is to help students become literate, critical, and comprehensive musicians. We will use a range of activities and evaluations to help achieve this goal. Grades will be determined within the following formula:

40%- Formative Instruction: Daily rehearsal coherence (which includes SD Fine Arts Standards), attitude, and effort
60%- Summative Instruction: Performances/ Assignments/ Quizzes/ Playing Evaluations
	It is essential that students attend all scheduled rehearsal and performances. All absences are considered UNEXCUSED unless otherwise arranged or part of another school activity. Performances will not be considered excused unless a parental note is submitted at least two weeks before the performance date. Special considerations will be made for illness or family emergencies, as long as notice is given in a timely manner. If this criteria is not met, then the student will receive a zero. Work conflicts will never be considered excused. Please remember that although you may practice and fill out the practice log for extra credit to replace lost points, there is no way to truly make up for a missed performance or rehearsal opportunity. Our program is a team; every member needs to be present in order to perform at 100%. I am flexible and will work with other activities, but communication is key.
	Assignments will vary throughout the year as we work on different aspects of our curriculum. They MAY include music memorization, playing tests, special projects, listening reviews, and external concert attendance among others. 
	Students who are absent for a rehearsal are responsible for finding out what was worked on that day. Daily points will be lost for each absence, and can only be made up through use of a home practice log. This is just like missing a math class, you still have the homework to make up. 30 minutes of practice will make up the loss of 1 days participation points. You can sign up for a private lesson with me before or after school (or a time that works for you) for 15 minutes, or you can do this at home with a parent signature. If there were any assignments, the student must contact the director to arrange a way and time to make it up.
Rehearsals/ Class Expectations

Middle School Band will be from 8 to 8:55 every day. High School Band will be from 11 to 11:55. Jazz Band will meet Tuesday Mornings from 7 to 7:50, unless otherwise noted. Jazz will not meet the first week of classes.

Students not prepared to begin class on time will be docked some participation points for the day.


Rules
Raider Power and Pride Band
Politeness
Order (this includes organization of materials and schedules)
Work Ethic (graded on)
Enthusiasm (no bad attitudes allowed)
Respect. I’ve always followed the ROSE. Respect Others, Self, and Environment.
And
Politeness
Respect
Integrity (this include honesty, good character, ethics, morals, and trustworthiness)
Discipline (have direction and goals in this class and be diligent with every sound)
Excellence (I never expect less than your best!)

`	Personal Conduct/ Discipline Expectations
	It is expected that every student who participates in the instrumental music program at Gayville-Volin will do so by representing him/ herself, our program, and our school in an appropriate, respectful, and responsible manner. Disrespect and minor infractions of personal conduct will be dealt with within the program. Larger infractions will be enforced through the school discipline policy. If infractions occur while on a trip, parents will be notified, and the student will be sent home at his/ her personal expense. 


Music
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]	Students will receive a copy of each piece of music that we play and put it in their folders this year. It is the student’s responsibility to mark all music (in pencil) as your own and to keep it from getting lost. To comply with copyright law, each student will receive an original copy of the music, which can be expensive to replace. If the music is lost or damaged because of a student's negligence, then they will be responsible for paying to replace them. Normal wear and tear (small folds/tears, wear on edges, etc,) is expected. It is expected that you will have your music at rehearsal every day, along with a pencil for marking it. Forgetting music (or your instrument) is just like forgetting a textbook/computer for another class. If you do not have it, you are unprepared for the day, and your daily points will be affected. Lost music or folders may bring fines for the replacement cost. 

Instrument Care and Accessories
	The proper care and upkeep of your instrument is your responsibility. Students who own their instruments are expected to keep them in good playing condition and arrange for any necessary repairs in a timely fashion. If there is damage that will take some time to repair, let me know so we can make arrangements for the student to still participate.
	Students who use a school owned instrument are responsible for any repairs which are caused by accident, negligence, or misuse. The school will assume financial responsibility for regular maintenance items and normal wear of the instruments. See Mr. Pray if you have questions about the nature of your repair. Students using school owned instruments are expected to abide by the terms, conditions and fees agreed to in the instrument rental contract. 
	In cases of financial need or other special circumstances, the director may waive charges, or agree to help finance an instrument repair. Please see Mr. Pray if you have any questions or needs with financial help.
	Accessories that you need, such as reeds, oil, lyres, neck straps, etc. can be obtained through me during the year. Don’t be shy to go to any music store in a bigger town and get things either. Also, Amazon is great! In an emergency, Mr. Pray may have some supplies you can use, however you are expected to be prepared and have the supplies you need.

Room Maintenance
	We are fortunate to have a music wing that is well equipped. It is important that we all work to keep it that way.  It is expected that you will put any trash you see into a trashcan, pick up after yourself and others, and put away your instrument correctly and completely each and every day. We should also take care of our practice space the same way. If everyone pitches in a little, we can always be proud of our space, and also keep our custodial staff happy!
	The only items you will be allowed to keep in the music room are your instrument and music. The music department is not responsible for any personal items that are lost or stolen in the music room. 
	Also, no food, drinks, or gum during rehearsals. 
	The room across the hall from the band room (215) can no longer be used as a practice space. This is a request from administration. We will have to share the space that we have in 216 (the room inbetween the band and choir rooms), the stage (if there is nothing on it), or in the band rooms (if I do not have a lesson or rehearsal).

Uniforms/ Attire
High School:
	Make sure that you have appropriate shoes to march in for the beginning of the fall semester.
Concert attire this year will be concert black. Please start looking for black slacks, black shirts, dresses, and/or undergarments. You are free to wear ties, jewelry, or other accessories as long as they do not distract from the ensemble or inhibit your ability to play. Our Marching Uniforms will be worn for every marching contest and Veteran’s Day. At the beginning of the year we will have an order for dinkles to go with your concert black and marching uniform. Please assume responsibility for these as they are your own.
Uniforms:
Each student will be issued pants, top, and a shako(hat). The school does provide these but please understand that the student and his or her parent/ guardian are physically and financially responsible for the exact piece that is checked out to them. We are aware that everyday wear and tear is probable, but if it is excessive, you will become responsible for repair and or cleaning.  In addition, your uniform is something that is personal to you, and the right to wear it is earned through our hard work in rehearsals. Wearing it improperly, altering it, or allowing someone outside our band to wear it is a disgrace to what we work hard to achieve.

Tips for care…
-Hang properly on hanger EVERY TIME you take it off! This will prevent embarrassing wrinkles and lost items. After an event that requires the use of the uniform, I will go through to make sure everything is in it’s bag and taken care of.    
-Keep everything together at all times (we don’t want to get anywhere and realize we are missing a hat or a shoe).
-Avoid excessive strain on uniforms (The uniforms are only designed for marchings and nothing else)
-Let Mr.Pray know right away if anything happens so she can assess the damages or fix it before it gets worse and you get charged.
-Pants: I will demonstrate an easy and quick method to hang up pants at the beginning of the marching band season.
-Ladies: Minimal make-up is a good idea as it soils the collar and will need to be cleaned to remove (this could be a situation where you are billed for cleaning).
-Eating and drink should be minimal (only water). If I see a problem in with stains, there will be no snacks allowed at all while wearing them and charges will probably apply. 
-Uniforms stay at school or at school functions.
-PLEASE WEAR BLACK SOCKS AND SHOES WITH THESE UNIFORMS! We don’t want to be the band that didn’t match. Be UNIFORM!
  
Band is all about uniformity, pride, musicianship and teamwork! Be proud of what we are doing! There is no reason we should work so hard and not leave everything on the field with an amazing performance.

Middle School:
	Concert dress will be to dress nice. Men will wear collared shirts, dress pants/khakis, dress shoes/clean sneakers. Women will wear dresses, dress shirts, skirts, slacks, and dress shoes/ clean sneakers. Jeans are not considered dressing nice. If you have to ask yourself if it is appropriate to wear, it probably is not. Please let me know if you have problems getting clothes for the concert, but we have plenty of time between now and our first concert.

Travel
	Travel to and from school events will be done by school bus or school van. The only exception is if the student leaves with a parent and I have written documentation of this.  Slips for this are by my office and should be signed and permissioned before the event. ONLY THE PARENT/ GUARDIAN IS ALLOWED TO TAKE THE STUDENT HOME. And, please wait until the group has finished before you take your child home. 


Band Lettering (HS)
A total of 150 points is required to letter.

Take Private Lessons outside school (all year, weekly)		50
In School Lessons (all year, weekly)(not for practice time)	50
Audition for Honor Events or All-State				20 each
Make All-State							75 each
Acceptance into honor group					50 each
Solo or small ensemble participation (beyond required)		20 each
Solo Performance in community (church, wedding, etc.)		25 each
Ensemble Performance in community (church, as a group)	10 each

Officer Team 								10
Section Leader 							10
Summer Band Camp 							50
Jazz Band 								75



Section Leaders and Officer Team (HS)
Playing tests after the first couple weeks of school will determine section leaders and drum major. Your attitude and behavior during rehearsal will also be taken into consideration for the selection.

You can challenge to move up in chair placement. This window will close 2 weeks before a concert. I will select music and each student will be given time to prepare (approximately 1 week) and put their best foot forward. 

Nominations will be open for officer team the first week of school. The second week, the band officer team will be voted upon. There will be 2 representatives from the Band. This officer team will meet periodically and will be the voice and leadership of the music program.

School Lessons
	I will provide in school lessons throughout the day in 15 minute increments. Lessons are given on a weekly basis by sign up or by contacting me. This is not required but will enhance skills on your instrument! It is also highly advised if trying out or attending an honor event or plan on auditioning for All-State! Know that I am flexible and can make before or after school work for those who need it as well. A lesson can be used in lieu of required practice time. (15 minute lesson= full week of practice time)




Music Schedule
2021

-Events may be added throughout year- notice will be given

August
12- First Day of School
27- Handbook sign off

September
3- Homecoming Football Game
17- Parker Marching Festival
21- All State Orchestra Registration Due


October
9- USD Band Day
14- All State Orchestra Auditions, Tea
23- Hobo Days Parade, Brookings
29&30- All State Orchestra in Rapid City

November
11- Veteran's Day Program
12&13- Augustana Honor Band
24- Yankton Honor Band

December
2- Holiday Program
14- All State Band Registration Due






2022

January
4- First Day of Semester 2
29- All State Band Audition in Sioux Falls

February
15- Solo Ensemble Showcase 

March
1- All-State Jazz Registration AND Audition Due
9- Instrumental Solo/ Ensemble Contest, Lennox
15- Contest Concert
22- Coyote Jazz Festival
24-26- All State Band, Brookings
30- Large Group Contest, Vermillion

April
2- 5&6 Grade Gayville-Volin Honor Band
6- Large Group Contest, Vermillion

May
3- Elementary Spring Concert
5- MS/HS Spring Concert
5-7- All-State Jazz, Brookings
21- Graduation








Pep Band Schedule
Football
September 3- 6:30pm Call, 7pm Game
September 24- 1:30pm Call, 2pm Game
October 1- 6:30pm Call, 7pm Game

Basketball
*Call Time is 30 Minutes before the start of the Game*
December 6- 6:15 Game
December 10- DH, 6:15 Start
December 16- DH, 6:15 Start
January 4- DH, 6:15 Start
January 11- DH, 6:15 Start
January 21- 7:15 Game
January 25- DH, 6:15 Start
February 1- DH, 6:15 Start
February 14- DH, 6:15 Start
February 17- DH, 6:15 Start
**Possible Playoff Games at Home** 


Student/ Parent Agreement 
We must remain dedicated to high standards of musicianship, showmanship, and respect for ourselves and all those we compete with and for. This mission will take the personal effort of every student and staff member involved in our program.
	-Serve as musical and physical outlet for those involved
	-Contribute to the school spirit and morale at Gayville-Volin and in the city
	-Provide entertainment at is best
	-Participate in school and community functions
	-Teach teamwork towards a common goal
	-Develop higher order cognitive skills and self-expression
	-Develop students’ musical skills and foster creativity

For this reason, I have read the handbook and have agreed to the rules and will be at the performances listed above unless notified by a parent, within the listed amount of time.

Student_______________________________________


Parent/ Guardian________________________________________




If you are using a school instrument:

Initial below if you agree to take care of the borrowed instrument and to pay for any damages that result from neglect or recklessness on our part. 

Student___________________


Parent/ Guardian__________________










1

image1.png




