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In order to earn a diploma from Bishop Loughlin MHS, a student must earn a minimum of 22 credits.  However, no student can carry less than 6 credits per school year.  The maximum number of credits for one school year is 7.

All subjects that meet for both cycles for the full year earn one credit.

All subjects that meet for one semester or one cycle throughout the year earn one-half credit.

The following courses and credits are required for graduation.

Four credits of English
Four credits of Social Studies
Three credits of Mathematics
Three credits of Science
Two credits of Religion
Two credits of Physical Education
Two credits of a Language Other than English
One credit of Art or Music
One half credit of Health
Additional credits of electives to meet the full requirement of credits

In addition to the above course work, New York State Education Department requires that all students pass the following five regents exams.
Integrated Algebra
Living Environment
Global History and Geography
United States History and Government
Comprehensive English

To qualify for a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation, a student must pass the above five regents exams and in addition pass the following regents.
Geometry
Intermediate Algebra 2/Trigonometry
Chemistry or Physics
And, a student must pass up to level three in a Language Other than English.

To qualify for Advanced Designation with Honor, the sum of the eight regents exams must average 90% or higher.










Art
10, 11, 12	    Drawing					            1 credit
This course emphasizes skills that the new artist needs.  Students will practice hand-eye coordination, hone their observational ability and practice techniques that render images.  They will gain a foundation in using line, shape, tone and color. The ellipse, cube and perspective will be covered in projects ranging from abstract design to portrait. Pen, pencil, and marker and charcoal will be used.  No prior drawing skills needed!  This course will teach any one to draw and teach the already experienced artist to draw even better.

11, 12	Painting							1 credit
In this course students will learn how the visual language of shape, color and tone put feeling into form.  The class will concentrate on abstract shapes to form compositions that are expressing themes common to fine art, commenting on both the inner and outer worlds.  Motifs will be geometric or biomorphic form. No drawing skills are needed; just creativity and a willingness to learn how to master various mediums, such as pencil, watercolor and acrylic paint.  Masters of the modern cannon will be explored from Picasso, Matisse, Mondrian, Kandinsky, and Munch to Andy Warhol.  (Offered in even numbered years).


320	Digital Workshop						1 credit
12	This course uses the creativity now possible with the computer, specifically learning the complex program, Adobe Photoshop, in two platforms: Mac and PC.  Prior art experience and permission of the instructor are required.  Composition, color and text will be used to create both fine art pieces such as self-portraits as well as commercial art, for example, posters, brochures, CD and book covers. 




9, 10, 11, 12         Design and Drawing			1 credit
This course will introduce engineering design and drawing through hands-on projects.  Students will work individually and in teams to design solutions to a variety of problems using 3-D modeling software and an engineering notebook. 
 *This is the introductory course to Project Lead the Way.


Computer

 9     Introduction to Computer				½ credit
  This course will give special attention to learning keyboarding skills and integrating them into various computer applications.  Students will learn the basics of the Windows operating system and several software applications such as Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint. In addition, students will learn how to use the Internet as a research tool.


9, 10, 11, 12	Coding						½ credit
This is an introductory course in coding.









English

9	Reading Workshop					1 credit
This course is required for freshmen entering high school with reading scores that need improvement.  Using Achieve 3000 and other selected readings, the goal is to raise the reading level.

9	Study Skills						½ credit
This course is designed to help freshmen learn strategies for success in their academic courses. Some topics include test taking skills, how to effectively study, note-taking and outlining.

English 9									1 credit
This is a full year course based on the Standards established by New York State. Through listening, speaking, reading, and writing, students will focus on complex, grade-appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts that require the application of academic vocabulary and other key college and career readiness skills. Basic research will be introduced.

English 10								1 credit
This full year course, based on the Standards established by New York State, will build on skills developed in English 9. Students will continue to focus on complex, grade-appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts. These will require the application of academic vocabulary and other key college and career readiness skills. Research and term paper skills will be developed.

English 11								1 credit
This is a full year course based on the Standards established by New York State. Students will apply academic vocabulary and other key college and career readiness skills to complex, grade-appropriate fiction and non-fiction texts. A full-length research paper is required.  All students are required to pass the New York State English Regents.





12	Advanced Placement Literature and Composition  
1 credit
Students in this course will be required to do college level reading and writing assignments.  At the conclusion of the course, students will take the Advanced Placement exam for college credit.  College Board fee is $85.
 Department Chairperson’s and Instructor’s Approval Required.

12	 Caribbean Literature    					½ credit
This introductory course focuses on voices from the Caribbean. We will read novels form Joseph Zobel, V.S. Naipaul, and Jamaica Kincaid; we will read selections form Frantz Fanon and Derek Walcott. We will explore the Caribbean’s history of colonialism and its continued effect on the region’s cultural, social, and political landscape. Essays, multiple-choice exams, group and individual projects will be required. 

12	Appreciating Poetry				            ½ credit
This course will present poetry as a unique use of language that allows us to feel, see and experience the world in a way that is not possible in narrative form.  All forms of poetry will be studied.  Contemporary works will be the major focus.  There will be opportunities for reading, discussion and writing: all with the aim of understanding how poetry is an essential element of our appreciation of life.

12	Literature and Film				 		 ½ credit
Have you ever wondered why a certain movie did not turn out “just like the book” or, even why someone bothered to make the film in the first place?  This course will present the opportunity to view a number of classic and modern films as a means of exploring the relationship between film and literature.  Selected novels and short stories will be assigned, with the film viewed after the literary work is completed.  Students will learn to evaluate a film’s success or failure through the study of the language of film and artistic techniques such as lighting, music, sound, and editing.  Students will be required to participate in class discussions, and write response papers and critical reviews of both the literary work and the film.


12	Non-fiction Writing	 Workshop Honors	½ 	credit
Students will generate works of creative non-fiction weekly, ranging from the memoir to the personal essay to non-fiction feature writing. Students will critique the work of their classmates, read, and workshop (read aloud) their own work. Each week students will have a reading assignment due and will be expected to do a one-page analysis of the techniques the writer is using. This course is designed for students serious about writing.


12	Literature of Mystery and Horror			½ credit
This course is designed for students with a literary appetite for murder and mayhem.  Tales of horror, suspense, mystery and detective fiction will be read and discussed, with an emphasis on modern American authors.  Students will also get to practice this literary form by creating their own mysteries.  While this course mainly consists of reading short	
stories, students will have to purchase some reading materials.


12	Public Speaking						½ credit
The goal of this course is to develop oratorical skills through improved self-expression.  Students will learn to express ideas more effectively through discussion, debate, presentation and delivery and audience appeal.	


12	Creative Writing						½ credit
The goal of this course is to help students create their own narrative voice, mood and point of view through the study of literature, primarily poetry, by authors of various backgrounds, including Irish, African American and Native American.

12	Women in Literature
Explores the role of women as writers and as characters.







Language Other than English

French 1									1 credit
This course is an introduction to basic grammar and vocabulary that is relevant to students’ experiences. Also included in the curriculum is French culture in France and other parts of the French speaking world. Students will acquire listening and speaking skills as well as reading and writing skills necessary for contemporary conversation.

French 2									1 credit
This course emphasizes the importance of communication skills in the target language.  Included in the curriculum are grammar, syntax and further development of speaking, reading and writing skills and the study of French culture.

French 3	Honors							1 credit
This course continues with skill development with heavy emphasis on grammatical constructions such as subjunctive  and present progressive. Culture is presented in an historical and literary 
framework.

French 4 Honors							1 credit
This course is for students to improve fluency in speaking and writing through reading French literature.

Spanish 1	and 1 Honors						1 credit
This course is an introduction to basic grammar and vocabulary that is relevant to students’  experiences.  Also included in the curriculum is Spanish culture in Spain and other parts of the Spanish speaking world.  Students will acquire listening and speaking skills as well as reading and writing skills necessary for contemporary conversation.





Spanish 2	 and 2 Honors						1 credit
This course emphasizes the importance of communication skills in the target language.  Included in the curriculum are grammar, syntax and further development of speaking, reading and writing skills and the study of Spanish culture.

Spanish 3	 and 3 Honors						1 credit
This course continues with skill development with heavy emphasis on grammatical constructions.  Culture is presented in an historical and literary framework.   

Spanish 4 Honors							1 credit
This course is for students to improve fluency in speaking and writing through reading Spanish literature.

Advanced Placement Spanish Language		1 credit
This course will prepare students for the AP Spanish Language and Culture exam.  Students will have extensive practice in linguistics, speaking and listening so that they will be able to converse as a native speaker.
Department Chairperson’s Approval Required

At the conclusion of this course, students will take the College Board AP exam in Spanish Language and Culture.  The College Board charges a fee.






Mathematics


9 Introduction to Algebra					1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the New York State Common Core Learning Standards for Mathematics.  The objective of this course is to investigate each of the key mathematical conceptual categories: Number & Quantity, Algebra, Functions, and Statistics & Probability. Students will develop analysis and problem solving skills through experimentation, discovering patterns, modeling, evaluation, and use of the graphic calculator.  
Upon completion of this course students will have a readiness to meet basic expectations of the Common Core Algebra Curriculum.


Algebra									1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the New York State Common Core Learning Standards for Algebra 1.  The objective of this course is to build strong skills in each of the key mathematical conceptual categories: Number & Quantity, Algebra, Functions, and Statistics & Probability. 
 The conceptual categories are presented in five Modules. These Modules include:  (1) Relationships between Quantities and Reasoning with Equations, (2) Descriptive Statistics, (3) Linear and Exponential Equations, (4) Polynomial and Quadratic Expressions, Relations and Functions, and (5) A Synthesis of Modeling with Equations and Functions.  Students will develop analysis and problem solving skills through experimentation, discovering patterns, modeling, evaluation, and use of the graphic calculator.  
Upon completion of this course students will take the New York State Common Core Algebra 1 Regents examination.








Algebra Honors							1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the New York State Common Core Learning Standards for Algebra 1.  The objective of this course is to develop mastery in each of the key mathematical conceptual categories: Number & Quantity, Algebra, Functions, Statistics & Probability, and Modeling. The conceptual categories are presented in five Modules. These Modules include:  (1) Relationships between Quantities and Reasoning with Equations, (2) Descriptive Statistics, (3) Linear and Exponential Equations, (4) Polynomial and Quadratic Expressions, Relations and Functions, and (5) A Synthesis of Modeling with Equations and Functions.  The conceptual category of Modeling will be interpreted not as a collection of isolated topics but rather in relation to other standards.  Students in this course will be expected to develop higher order critical thinking skills, and will demonstrate proficiency in the use of the graphic calculator.  
Upon completion of this course students will take the New York State Common Core Algebra 1 Regents examination.

Geometry								1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the standard established by New York State.  The objective of this course is to investigate each of the key mathematical strains of the standard, and to develop both analysis and problem solving skills.  This course will emphasize the structure of Euclidean Geometry, the skills inherent to analytic geometry, and the application of algebraic skills to geometry including solids.  Students will demonstrate a basic competency in the logical process of developing proofs. Students will apply algebraic skills to geometric theories, and use the graphic calculator to investigate geometric applications.   
Upon completion of this course students will take the New York State Regents examination in Common Core Geometry.








Geometry Honors							1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the standard established by New York State.  The objective of this course is to develop mastery in each of the key mathematical strains of the standard, and to further develop students’ critical thinking skills through a deeper understanding of logical process.  This course will emphasize logical process by exploring the nature of direct and indirect proof in the structure of Euclidean Geometry, the principles of Analytical Geometry , and the use of Solid Geometry.  Students will apply algebraic skills to geometric theories, and use the graphic calculator to investigate geometric applications.   
Upon completion of this course students will take the New York State Regents examination in Geometry.

Algebra 2	/Trigonometry					1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the standard established by New York State.  The objective of this course is to investigate each of the key mathematical strains of the standard, and to develop both analysis and problem solving skills.  This course will emphasize the development of advanced algebraic and trigonometric skills, and the analysis of functions.  Students in this course will use the graphic calculator to investigate algebraic and trigonometric applications.    
** Upon completion of this course students who have not met their Mathematics regents graduation requirement will take a New York State Regents in (Integrated Algebra or Common Core Algebra)

Algebra 2/Trigonometry Honors				1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the standard established by New York State.  The objective of this course is to develop mastery in each of the key mathematical strains of the standard, and to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills.  This course will emphasize the development of advanced algebraic and trigonometric skills, and the analysis and interpretation of data to reach valid and justifiable conclusions.  Students will acquire an appreciation for the behavior and consistency of functions and will demonstrate a proficiency in the use of the graphic calculator as it applies to the curriculum.  
Upon completion of this course students will take the New York State Regents examination in Algebra 2 and Trigonometry.



Pre-Calculus								1 credit
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors
This is a full-year course designed for college-bound students who may be required to take calculus as a pre-requisite for their career goals.  The objective of this course is to synthesize and expand the students’ study of functions, to introduce students to the concept of limits, and to develop familiarity with matrix theory.  Students will become more proficient in the use of algebraic skills, mathematical language and theory, and develop a strong facility in the use of graphic calculators.


12 Calculus Honors						1 credit
This is a full year course based upon the principles of advanced mathematics and analysis. The objective is to provide students with a firm foundation in the theory of limits and the application of derivatives and integrations. Throughout the course students will utilize the graphic calculator for analysis and verification.


12	Advanced Placement Calculus			1 credit

Prerequisite:  Algebra 2 Honors and math teacher’s recommendation
This is a full year course which aims to provide students with a firm foundation in the theory of limits, continuity, derivatives and integrals.  The meaning of derivative will be explored in terms of rate of change and local linear approximations.  The definite integral will be presented as a limit of Riemann sums and as a net accumulation of a rate of change.  Throughout this course students will work with functions represented graphically, numerically, analytically, or verbally, and will understand the connections among these representations.  Students will frequently explore the use of the graphic calculator to analyze, verify, and solve problems.
The College Board charges a fee for AP exams.
Music
INTRODUCTORY CLASSES
9	 Music Theory	1						½ credit	
This course serves as an introduction to the elements of music.  It is designed to teach students how to play a musical instrument.  Students will learn notation, scales, chords, performance symbols, ear training and music dictation. In addition, students will be taught how to read, listen and interpret these concepts and then apply them to an instrument.	
10	Music Theory 2/Sophomore Honors Band	1 credit
Prerequisite: Music Theory 1
This course continues the study of the elements of music as begun in the Music Theory 1 class.  In addition, students will learn to read, listen, and interpret these concepts and apply them in the performance of their own instrument.
10, 11, 12 Pre-band/Instrumental Courses
These courses are designed to serve as an introduction to music.  Students will learn how to play a musical instrument while learning notation, scales, chords and performance symbols.  In addition, students will learn to read, listen and interpret these concepts and apply them to their own instrument.  These courses will prepare the inexperienced musician for the school band.  Additionally, interested students will have the opportunity to learn how to use our recording studio.
INSTRUMENTS OFFERED:
Woodwinds: Saxophone (alto, tenor & baritone) Flute, Clarinet, Oboe
Brass: Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone Horn, French Horn
Percussion 		Strings: Guitar, Bass, Violin 		Piano	
PERFORMANCE CLASSES
11, 12 Junior Honors Band 					1 credit
            Senior Honors Band		
This course involves performing in the school band. Students perform in both concert and jazz band settings. Music styles emphasized in this group are geared toward concert, symphonic, jazz, and jazz rock. Small groups within the band perform as well. Students participate in evaluation festivals and competitions. In addition to attending class during the regular school day, students are required to rehearse and perform after school.  
.	
10, 11, 12 Voice and Chorus 1					1 credit
This introductory class consists of singing choral literature of various styles and periods while learning the fundamental techniques of voice production and sight singing. Basic music theory is included to help students learn music more easily and to sing with greater independence and precision. Students in this course are required to rehearse and perform after school in addition to attending class during the regular school day.  Students are given opportunities to critique and analyze the music they perform as well as participate in evaluation festivals and competitions.	
10, 11, 12 	Voice and Chorus 2 and 3		1 credit
This course consists of singing choral literature of various styles and periods, while learning fundamental techniques of voice production and sight singing. Basic music theory is included to enable students to learn music more easily, and to sing it with greater independence and precision. Students in this course are required to rehearse and perform after school in addition to attending class during the regular school day. Students are given opportunities to critique and analyze the music they are performing. Students participate in evaluation festivals and competitions.


ADVANCED CLASSES
12	Teacher Assistants						
Teacher assistants work with younger musicians. They learn the basics of organizational management both in the classroom and the department. Teacher assistants are evaluated quarterly and given evaluation grades based on the quality of the help given throughout the quarter.

11, 12	AP MUSIC THEORY 	
Prerequisite: Music Theory 1 and 2 and Department Approval
Students need to have experience in ear training, sight singing, scales and chords.  This course will prepare students to take the AP Music Theory Exam.  Students must have successfully completed all 18 units of Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory.
The College Board charges a fee for AP exams.







Physical Education
Physical Education 9						½ credit
This course begins with fitness.  Students will take the President’s Challenge.  Students will also be introduced to basketball, softball, soccer, volleyball and badminton.  Lead up games will be played to demonstrate the necessary skills for each sport.  Terminology and rules for each sport will also be covered. The objectives of the course are to encourage team play, to improve individual performance of skills and to understand cooperation and competition as compatible elements.  This course is required of all ninth grade students.
Physical Education 10						½ credit
This is a coed course which will continue the development of  basic physical and recreational skills. Students will strengthen their understanding of strategies within the rules regarding basketball, softball, soccer, volleyball, field hockey and badminton. Students who demonstrate aptitude will be encouraged to try out for school teams.  This course is required of all tenth grade students.
11, 12  Fitness for Life					      ½ credit
This course is intended to help students do what is necessary to stay in shape for life.  Students will be evaluated according to their own fitness level.  Topics covered include the five health related components  of fitness: strength training, muscular endurance, cardiovascular fitness, flexibility and body composition.  This course includes weight training, aerobic running, and individual fitness performance.  This course is required for graduation.
12 Teacher Assistant						½ credit
Students will be selected for this course based on their leadership qualities, attendance, preparation and participation in previous physical education classes.
Department Chairperson’s Approval Required
Science
Biology									1 credit
This course is designed to help students understand and apply scientific concepts, principles, and theories pertaining to the physical setting and living environment. Students will study the historical development of ideas in science, human anatomy and physiology, the relationship between humans and their environment and how the physical world affects their lives.
There will be one hour of laboratory work per cycle with written lab reports.  Laboratory work is  25% of the final grade.
This course is required for graduation.
At the completions of the course, students will take the NYS regents exam in Living Environment.
NYS requires that written lab reports be submitted before a student can sit for the regents exam.  Failure to turn in lab reports will result in being denied credit for the course and the regents requirement for a diploma.
Chemistry								1 credit
This course is designed to introduce the student to the techniques, methods and experimental procedures of the chemist.  Teacher demonstrations, laboratory work and analysis of data are major components  of this course. The basics of the structure of  atoms, chemical reactions and equations, and periodic relationship are also studied.
There will be one hour of laboratory work per cycle with written lab reports for credit. Laboratory reports  count for 25% of the final grade.


Chemistry Honors							1 credit
Prerequisite: a strong grade in Biology and a strong grade on the Living Environment regents.
This course is designed to introduce the student to the techniques, methods and experimental procedures of the chemist.  Teacher demonstrations, laboratory work and analysis of data are major components of this course.  The basics of the structure of atoms, chemical reactions and equations and periodic relationship are also studied.
In addition this course  covers the major areas of Kinetics and Equilibrium, Acids, Bases and Salts, Oxidation-Reduction, Solutions Chemistry, and Organic and Nuclear Chemistry.  
Upon completion of this course, students will sit for the NYS regents exam in Chemistry.  NYS requires written lab reports be submitted before a student can sit for the regents.
There is a one hour lab per cycle.  Written lab reports count for 25% of the final grade.
Physics Honors							1 credit
This course will explore in greater depth the physical laws which underlie everyday life experiences.  It covers waves, the nature of light and color, electricity, magnetism, optics, dynamic-atomic motion, forces, vectors, energy and energy transfers, circuitry, magnetic fields and mathematical physical principles.
Upon completion of this course, students will sit for the NYS regents exam in Physics.  NYS requires written lab reports be submitted before a student can sit for the regents.
There is a one hour lab per cycle.  Written lab reports count for 25% of the final grade.

Advanced Biology							1 credit
This course is designed for students who are interested in expanding their knowledge of human biology and those who may wish to pursue a career in the biological and/or medical fields.  Many advanced topics are covered: infectious diseases/human immune response, major body systems and associated diseases, modern genetics and bioethics, the brain (seizures, sleep cycle, cranial nerves, IQ), advanced nutrition and biochemistry, and the biological basis for complimentary medicine.  Case studies, research projects and laboratory activities constitute a large portion of the grade for this course. Laboratory activities that parallel human anatomy are done throughout the course.  These lab activities include: applications of CPR, blood pressure, pulse and respiration, neuromuscular reflexes, human senses, blood typing and dissections of the sheep’s heart and brain and the fetal pig.
There is also a section of Advanced Biology Honors.
There is one hour of lab per cycle.  Written lab reports are required.  Lab reports count for 25% of the final grade.
Environmental Science						1 credit
Ecology is frequently discussed in today’s increasingly polluted world. The objective of this course is to provide an understanding of ecology and the natural balance of ecosystems.  Through study in the laboratory, students will understand the causes and effects, as well as the possible solutions, to the three major types of environmental problems: pollution, resource depletion, and extinction.
There is one hour of lab per cycle.  Written lab reports are required. Lab reports count for 25% of the final grade.



Social Studies

Global History 1							1 credit
This first year of a two year sequence is developed chronologically and thematically to study the major periods of history from the ancient world to the present.  Global concerns are examined in the context of geography, history, economics and culture to discover the foundations on which the present is based.

Advanced Placement World History			2 credits
This two year course will focus on a global perspective of the world and human interaction from 8000 BCE to the present.  This course will examine historical themes as well as comparisons among major societies and cultures.  

This course is open only to freshmen with the approval of the 
Department Chairperson.

This course imposes a heavy reading and writing requirement in both ninth and tenth grade.

At the conclusion of this course in tenth grade, students will take the College Board AP World History exam. The College Board charges a fee.

Also, in June of tenth grade, students are required to take the NYS regents exam in Global History and Geography.  This is a graduation requirement.

Global History 2							1 credit
This course is a continuation of the study of world history begun in the first year course.  The global concerns examined in this course covers the 19th and 20th centuries.

At the conclusion of this course, students are required to sit for the NYS regents exam in Global History and Geography which is required for graduation.
United States History						1 credit
This course studies the United States from the Declaration of Independence to the present day.  The history over the last 100 years is emphasized.  The US Constitution and the government it created is a major focus of this course. Students are given practice in Social Studies skills such as map reading, interpreting graphs, charts, political cartoons and time lines.

At the conclusion of this course, students are required to sit for the NYS regents exam in United States History and Government which is required for graduation.

Advanced Placement United States History		1 credit
This course will explore major themes in the development and transformation of the United States from 1600 to the present.

At the conclusion of this course, students will take the College Board AP exam in United States History.  The College Board charges a fee. 

12	Government							½ credit
This course is designed to help students examine the structure of the American government, but more importantly, how the political system works and how individuals can make a difference in their community through participation in the political process.

This course is required for graduation.

12	Economics							½ credit
Our economic system can only work if it is protected and regulated through laws. This course is designed to help students develop an understanding of the US economic system and their role in it as a consumer, investor and voting citizen and how laws affect a free market economy.

This course is required for graduation.



12	Psychology							½ credit
This survey course is designed to explore how the mind works, the psychological growth of persons over time, and various theories of personality development.  Students will investigate why people behave the way they do in their relationships with others. 

12	African American Studies				½ credit
Through group research on areas of interest, students will explore topics such as the origins of race, slave trade, Black churches in America, segregation, Harlem Renaissance, Civil Rights movement and the Hip Hop culture.

12	Reflections on the Holocaust				½ credit
The Holocaust is a lesson in what can happen when prejudice and discrimination are allowed to flourish and when individuals and governments fail to take a stand against injustice.  A comprehensive study of the events leading up to the Holocaust and the Holocaust itself, provides students with the realization of the relative ease with which fundamental human and civil rights can be denied. Students will understand the ramifications of stereotyping, prejudice, discrimination, and scapegoating.


12	Music in History						½ credit











Theology

9	Jesus Christ: God’s Love Made Visible             	½ credit
This course is the study of God’s revelation of the coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah.  The Hebrew Scriptures will be reviewed as a prelude to the life of Jesus in the gospels of the New Testament. The mysteries of faith, the Trinity, the Incarnation, and the Pascal Mystery will be studied and reflected upon.  Prayer, discipleship, the Church and the role of the Holy Spirit in the world will are also included in the course.  In addition, there is a unit on the life and work of Saint John Baptist De La Salle, the founder of the Brothers of the Christian Schools and the patron saint of Teachers.

10	The Sacraments and the Church			½ credit
Beginning at Pentecost, the Church was instituted by Jesus Christ, the Son of God and is given life through the Holy Spirit.  Students will come to understand the mission of the Church through the study of the four marks of the Church and the seven sacraments.  Ministry and vocation are also included in the curriculum.

11	Moral Issues							½ credit
What makes something good or bad? What is morality?  How many kinds of morality are there? Does sin exist anymore? On what basis does on take a moral stand?  How does one make a moral decision?  These and many other questions are discussed in this course.

12	Theology					½ credit

12	Philosophy Honors						½ credit
Do humans have free will?  Does God exist? Is there evil?  Is there life after death? What is reality?
These are some of the big questions that we will attempt to answer.  Through reading, film and discussion, the central themes of philosophy will be explored.  Also, the relationship of philosophy to science and religion will be examined.   
Philosophy is often a required course in college, so there will be required reading, quizzes and a final term paper.	























Project Lead the Way
This program is designed to develop critical thinking skills and problem-solving competencies through the study of engineering and biomedical science.  This program is open to students in all grade levels.

PLTW Engineering Courses
 IED: 	Intro to Engineering Design and Drawing
 POE:	Principles of Engineering 

PLTW Biomedical Science
· PBS:	 	Principles of Biomedical Science—activities and projects include human physiology, basic biology, medicine and research.
· HBS: 	Human Body Systems—students take on the role of medical professionals to solve real world medical cases.
· MI:		Medical Interventions—students follow the life of a fictitious family as they investigate how to prevent, diagnose and treat disease.
For more information on Project Lead the Way visit www.pltw.org 









PLTW Biomedical Science Courses
All Biomedical Science Courses require that students take a PLTW administered EOC (End of Course) online test. Advanced scoring on the EOC test can potentially lead to college credit, preferential admissions and/or scholarship consideration by select colleges. 


PBS – Principles of Biomedical Science Honors	 1 Science Credit

Students explore concepts of biology and medicine to determine factors that led to the death of a fictional person, Anna Garcia. You will examine autopsy reports, medical histories, and explore medical treatments that might have prolonged Anna’s life. Hands-on activities and projects introduce students to forensics, human physiology, medicine, and research processes while allowing them to design their own experiments to solve problems. 

Open to all motivated students. Priority is given to students with STEM Club or other STEM experience.


HBS – Human Body Systems	Honors	 1 Science Credit

Students solve Medical Mysteries involving the structures and functions of the human body. You will design experiments and use data acquisition software to monitor body functions such as muscle movement, reflex and voluntary action, and respiration. You will build organs and tissues on a skeletal manikin and analyze potential malfunctions. You will work through interesting real world cases, and often play the role of biomedical professionals to solve medical mysteries.

Priority is given to students who have completed PBS or who have STEM experience. Additional motivated students who have not completed PBS will also be considered.





PLTW Engineering Courses
All Engineering Courses require that students take a PLTW administered EOC (End of Course) online test. Advanced scoring on the EOC test can potentially lead to college credit, preferential admissions and/or scholarship consideration by select colleges. 


IED – Introduction to Engineering Design Honors		
 1 Art Credit
Students dig deep into the engineering design process, applying math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects. They work both individually and in teams to design solutions to a variety of problems using 3-D modeling software, and use an engineering notebook to document their work. 

Open to all motivated students. Priority is given to students with STEM Club or other STEM experience.

POE – Principles of Engineering Honors 1 Science Credit
Through problems that engage and challenge, students explore a broad range of engineering topics, including mechanisms, the strength of structures and materials, and automation. Students develop skills in problem solving, research, and design while learning strategies for design process documentation, collaboration, and presentation.

This course is ideal for students who have taken or are currently taking Physics. Priority is given to students with strong Math skills and/or STEM experience.

Env Sus-Environmental Sustainability 1Science Credit
Students will investigate and design solutions to real world challenges related to clean drinking water, a stable food supply and renewable energy.
