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December 11, 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

Any Superintendent or Transportation Director will tell you that one of his/her most difficult decisions is whether to close, delay, or open school on days of inclement weather. Many times there may be controversy and confusion surrounding decisions made during inclement weather conditions.  Inclement weather decisions may not please everyone; however, our primary concern in making such decisions is the safety and well-being of our students. 

The process begins at 4:00a.m. Several district personnel and weather spotters are located throughout the county to check road conditions.  During this time we are in constant contact with the State Highway Department, law enforcement agencies, the National Weather Service in Jackson, and WKYT First Alert Weather for latest updates on weather and road conditions. We strive to make our decision no later than 5:30 a.m. to promptly inform our district employees, parents and students.

There may be a need to revise the decision later in the morning because of a change in weather conditions. It is important for parents, students and employees to continue to monitor television, district website (www.breathitt.kyschools.us), and radio stations for any updates.

WHAT FACTORS GO INTO MAKING THE DECISION TO CLOSE SCHOOLS?

1) Weather forecasts from radio and television stations

2) School district, Kentucky Department of Transportation, and various police assessment of road conditions

3) School district’s assessment of school parking and accessibility of buildings 

4) Time inclement weather is expected to start and end

5) Amount of precipitation accumulated and predicted 

6) Expected impact on traffic   

7) Weather conditions expected after the inclement weather                                                                          

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE WEATHER BECOMES SEVERE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY?

It may become necessary to dismiss students one or two hours earlier than normal.  Information on the road conditions is received from the department of Transportation and Kentucky State Police to determine the best time for dismissal.

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP AND BE READY?

Parents should wait for notification from the School Messenger Service, local TV stations, district website and radio stations regarding school closures, delays, and early dismissal.  Telephone calls to schools and transportation office may delay proper notification to parents, staff, and students.  

Thanks,

Steve Banks

Director of Transportation
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