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A Great Teacher
The teenage years are an especially impressionable time for students. They are often trying to discover who they are, what their purpose is, or what they’re passionate about. All of these things are important for a successful future. Along the road to success or even to adulthood, there are many people that we come to rely on to help us answer these questions. Among these people, arguably the most influential or important are our teachers. A good teacher teaches students. A good teacher will help a student pass a test or learn a concept. A great teacher is engaging, inspiring, and cares about more than just the topic they are teaching you.
In my experiences and as backward as it may sound, the best teachers don’t care a lot about whether or not you’re learning the topic that they are teaching you. The best teachers care more about making sure you like learning. When you begin to enjoy learning, you are more curious and passionate about whatever subject you are learning, and this can translate to better grades. I had one teacher that helped to instill a love of learning in me. On the very last day of class, Mr. Klein asked us to answer some concluding questions to wrap up the year. One of these questions was: “Do you think that I care if you learn Latin?” This question caught me off guard; you would assume that a Latin teacher’s main goal would be teaching Latin. He said to us: “I couldn’t care less whether or not you’re learning Latin. My end goal is to get you to love learning.” Mr. Klein is a very dynamic and engaging individual, and I keep his lesson in mind as I get ready for the transition into college: liking learning is more important than what you’re learning.  He always gave us credit on assignments even if our answers were wrong, as long as we put the required 45 minutes of effort into it. This made it easier to enjoy learning; I wasn’t focusing on finishing or hurrying through the assignment, I focused more on the process of what I was doing. I stuck with certain sentences that didn’t make sense to me and worked through them until I felt confident. The feeling of understanding a concept motivated me to keep trying the next time I ran into an assignment that I didn’t grasp.  I learned what study habits worked best for me, and the strategies that helped me absorb concepts for longer retention, such as repetition or rote learning.
	By helping to foster a love for learning in his students, Mr. Klein demonstrated care for his students that went beyond the subjects he was teaching. This is a very important quality in a great teacher. Showing that you care for your students, even in the smallest acts, can go a long way. Junior year, I had Mr. Corriveau as my religion teacher. We were still on Zoom the majority of the year, so no one wanted to go to class, but Corriveau would always start the Zoom by checking in individually with every single person in our class, asking how our day was going, or even asking how our games or events had gone that weekend. By remembering at least one thing about each student, whether it was a sport or a hobby, Mr. Corriveau was able to establish a connection with each student in the class. I will always feel comfortable saying hello to or having a small conversation with Mr. Corriveau if I see him around campus. On the other hand, I would not feel comfortable doing the same thing with some teachers (even ones that I have this year), because I’m not even entirely sure if they care enough to even know my name. With larger groups, getting to know each student on a more personal level can be challenging, but it doesn’t always have to include knowing everything about every student. A teacher can also demonstrate their care for their students by being understanding. I got very far behind in most of my classes when I had to stay home for two weeks with Covid, and when I came back, some teachers were very understanding and helped me with homework or gave me small extensions, and others were very rude and said I should have been on top of it, even though I was physically incapable of doing so. I have a lot more respect for the former teachers and feel much more supported in their classes. Whether it’s greeting every student individually when they walk in the classroom (Mr. Daniels did this my sophomore year), or even asking a funny question during attendance (example: “If you could travel back in time, where would you go?”), any act that demonstrates that a teacher cares more about a student than just their grades can have a great impact on how they perceive a teacher and their class. 
Throughout the last four years, and especially during online school, I have learned that students achieve success in many different ways. Some learn best through lectures and note-taking, others learn best through open discussions or even through hands-on activities like science labs. Some thrive in group work situations, others do better with individual work. It is no easy task, but great teachers recognize that all students are different and try to accommodate this. Sometimes it depends on the subject, but this can include presenting information in a variety of different ways: lectures, hands-on activities, and even videos or movies. In the same way, a great teacher is engaging or tries their best to be engaging. While I do think slideshows and lectures can be a very effective way to teach, I have had some teachers copy and paste the textbook pages onto slides, and read the slides word for word without supplementing them with any helpful examples or real-world context. In the same way, just watching AP Classroom videos, or just reading and taking notes on a textbook without discussing it in class makes learning difficult. Variety is key when it comes to reaching a larger audience of students that may all have different needs. An example of an engaging classroom environment that comes to mind for me is Mr. Geoffrion’s US World History class my sophomore year. Mr. Geoffrion expected us to read certain sections of the textbook on our own, which would probably benefit people that like learning individually or teaching themselves. Then we came together during class and went over the material in many different ways; sometimes this looked like a lecture (both with a slideshow and without), sometimes this looked like a hands-on activity, sometimes this looked like a video or a movie. This aspect of the class probably benefited people that prefer group work, or people that prefer hearing the information rather than reading it. Teaching the same subject but with many different approaches helped me absorb the information better in this class specifically. However, there are always kids that simply do not engage themselves or participate in anything even when the teacher goes out of their way to accommodate them, which I believe should not reflect poorly on the teacher.
In Dead Poets Society, Mr. Keating inspires his students to follow their dreams outside of the classroom environment. While this is an overly cliched narrative, great teachers often do inspire their students. In theology classes last year, when I finally figured out my CBSL project (with the help of Mr. Corriveau) I felt super inspired and I was excited to get working on it. As I’m completing my college applications, I have come across a lot of short answers that ask about how I have furthered an academic interest outside the classroom. My go-to answer for this question is also a great example of a time when a teacher truly inspired me. Towards the end of sophomore year, Mr. Geoffrion assigned us a 500 point Family Ancestry Project. At first, I was just stressed out and unmotivated to do the project. But after Mr. Geoffrion helped me with the planning phases, and when I got to working on it, I realized that this was something I was passionate about; I started to get more involved with my family history outside of the classroom. I had so much fun researching and interviewing for this project that I convinced my parents to take a day out of our yearly vacation to Maine to visit the small town and farmhouse where the Kelley family began. I spent a full day rooting through the photos and documents left in the crumbling attic of the farmhouse and exploring the rest of the abandoned house. That one day spent in a tiny town in northern Maine was a pivotal experience for me and it fostered my passion for history, which I am planning to study in college. By assigning this engaging project to me and helping me through it, Geoffrion inspired a new passion in a student, which is something a great teacher should aspire to do.
There are numerous other factors that can contribute to becoming a great teacher. Some of it has to do with experience, some of it has to do with what subject is being taught and to whom. For example, in the case of a history teacher, it would be easier to inspire or engage a student that already has an interest in history, rather than one that hates history. However, I have found that in every great experience that I have had with a teacher, they check all three of these boxes in some way. Great teachers are inspiring, engaging, and care about more than just the academic subject at hand.


