In an effort to increase Board/Public Communications, after each Board of Education meeting an email will be sent to parents, staff, and anyone who requested to receive district e-mail communications, highlighting board discussions. 
 
The following was discussed at the May 23, 2019 meeting:
 
*The meeting started with a moment of silence in memory of Jericho senior Kati White and High School Assistant Principal and former Seaman Elementary School Principal Jeff Ratner who both recently passed away.
 
*Hank Grishman thanked Bill for his tireless work as Board President and for all that he does for Jericho. He said he’s received numerous messages and calls supporting Bill and his dedication to the district and community.
 
*Bill Ferro thanked the community for supporting the budget, that passed with over a 72% pass rate, and for re-electing Pam Wasserman-Health to a three-year term. He said Pam is a tireless volunteer and an asset to Jericho. 
 
*Shannon Murray was appointed Curriculum Associate for PPS K-5. She served this year as an interim in the position. New administrators David Cohen, High School co-principal, and Alex Rivera, Jackson principal, were also introduced.  
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Middle School and High School students updated those in attendance about school happenings during the Student Council reports. HS reps noted that the next family night will be held on Wednesday, May 29. Teachers are asked not to give homework and restaurants will be giving discounts to encourage families to spend time together.
 
*Maria Bombace, PTA Council president, said that PTA Council is planning events for next year and encouraged people to reach out with any ideas or topics that they may have. She also thanked everyone for supporting the budget.
 
*During the Superintendent’s Report, Hank Grishman thanked the Middle School and High School staff for the way they came together the last month or so to help support the students and each other after the tragedies of Kati White and Jeff Ratner. He also thanked the district’s PPS staff and John Mankowich, who all stepped up to help where needed.
 
*Hank Grishman also announced that in June, at senior awards night, there will be a scholarship given in Jeff Ratner’s memory. This is a scholarship that will continue each year. Anyone interested in making a donation, can send a check made out to the Jericho School District and put “Jeff Ratner Scholarship” in the memo. They can be sent c/o Rita Dolce at 99 Cedar Swamp Road, Jericho, NY 11753.
 
*Many students were recognized for their amazing accomplishments and were presented with Junior Awards.
 
*The board recognized this year’s
[bookmark: _MailAutoSig] 
 tenure recipients – Brittany Delvecchio, Dennis Demetres, Kimberly DeVivo, Justine Dziura, Andrea Gonella, Christine Marquino, Christine Miroddi, Leeann Pallotta, Karen Pascarella, Danielle Randone, Jessica Rogovitz, Samira Salzberg, Loretta Spina, Christine Votke, and Gina Vuolo. Administrators, the Board and Mr. Grishman congratulated the tenure recipients and Bill Ferro said our students wouldn’t be as successful as they are without their amazing teachers. Hank Grishman emphasized that Jericho does not taking granting tenure lightly and congratulated the teachers.
 
*Josh Smith, MS Science Teacher and also a track coach, was named a Distinguished Teacher of 2019 by the Harvard Club of Long Island and was honored at the board meeting. This award honors teachers who transform lives. He was nominated by a former Jericho student and a current Harvard student. Congratulations Josh!
 
*The board took action on a number of items, including the approval of schedules and acceptance of donations. All information, including the full agenda and minutes, is available on the district website
at http://jerichoschools.org/district/board_of_education.
 
*The next regular meeting of the Board of Education is scheduled for June 13, 2019 at 7:15 PM in the MS/HS Auditorium.
 
-Bill Ferro, Board President
Sent on behalf of the Jericho Board of Education
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