Sample Talking Points - Homicide
1. We have been informed by police one of our students has died. The cause of death is reported to be homicide.  The details of the crime are still under investigation.  (Inquiries about the cause of death should be referred to law enforcement.)
2. Our thoughts and support go out to [his/her] family and friends at this difficult time.
3. The police department is working closely with us to ensure the safety of our students.  (Police are increasing neighborhood patrols during school hours and while students are walking to and from school.)  Police and security presence on campus will also be increased.
4. The school will be hosting a meeting for parents and others in the community at [date/time/location].
a. Members of the school’s Crisis Response Team [or mental health professionals] will be present to provide information about common reactions following a death and how adults can help youths cope.
b. The police department will also be present to discuss their efforts related to student safety.
c. A meeting announcement has been sent to parents, who can contact school administrators or counselors at [number] or [e-mail address] for more information.
5. Trained crisis counselors will be available to meet with students and staff starting tomorrow and continuing over the next few weeks as needed.
6. We will are in regular contact with the family of the victim and will share information related to funeral arrangements in accordance with their wishes.
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Warning Signs of Depression
While it is normal to experience situational depression as a consequence of grief, child and adolescent psychiatrists recommend parents be alert to the signs of depression in youngsters following the loss of a friend or loved one.  If one or more of these signs of depression persist over time, parents should seek help from a professional:

• 	Frequent sadness, tearfulness, crying 
• 	Decreased interest in activities; or inability to enjoy previously favorite activities 
• 	Hopelessness 
• 	Persistent boredom; low energy 
• 	Social isolation, poor communication 
• 	Low self-esteem and guilt 
• 	Extreme sensitivity to rejection or failure 
• 	Increased irritability, anger, or hostility 
• 	Difficulty with relationships 
• 	Frequent complaints of physical illnesses such as headaches and stomachaches 
• 	Frequent absences from school or poor performance in school 
• 	Poor concentration 
• 	A major change in eating and/or sleeping patterns 
• 	Talk of or efforts to run away from home 
• 	Thoughts or expressions of suicide or self-destructive behavior.

Behavioral Health Access and Crisis Line:  1-888-724-7240 (Hearing Impaired TTY: 619-641-6992.)
Professional counselors will answer your call and help you through a crisis. Counselors offer a broad range of services, including crisis and suicide intervention, and referrals to appropriate mental health professionals or programs for face to face services.  Assistance is available in Spanish and other languages, 24 hours per day, 7 days per week.
