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	It is the desire of Briarcrest Christian School, Inc., (“Briarcrest”) to help protect the well- being of our students regarding life-threatening allergies and anaphylactic emergencies.  Briarcrest has established this policy to help reduce students’ risk of life-threatening allergic reactions, which may include anaphylaxis.  The procedures detailed throughout the rest of this policy are intended to help accomplish this goal and are based on the accepted standards of practice from the Tennessee Department of Education and NASN’s (National Association of School Nurse) Allergy/ Anaphylaxis Management in the School Setting position statement.

It is vital that the student’s specific condition be properly communicated to Briarcrest by parents / guardians.  If not, Briarcrest will be presumed to have no knowledge of any student’s life-threatening allergy and/or susceptibility to an anaphylactic emergency.

	For those students about whom Briarcrest has been given information, as stated above, Briarcrest will implement the following policy and procedures.  No precautions, other than those stated below, will be required to be taken to help protect against any student’s adverse reaction because of a life-threatening allergy or anaphylactic emergency.  Briarcrest assumes no responsibility to take extraordinary precautions of any kind relative to any student’s allergy.

	This policy establishes the following measures to reduce, but not eliminate, the risk of life-threatening allergic reactions and/or anaphylaxis emergencies.

· When a student has a life-threatening allergy, the student’s Allergy/Anaphylaxis Emergency Care Plan should be given to the Briarcrest nurse, which should include but is not limited to the following information:
· Specific information about the student’s condition,
· Specific treatment directions in the event of an allergic reaction or anaphylactic emergency.
· All medication, prescription and non-prescription, in accordance with the Briarcrest Medication Administration Policy, will be provided to the Briarcrest nurse at the beginning of each school year or when the life-threatening allergy is newly diagnosed, if this diagnosis occurs after the start of the school year.
· Prescription (i.e. Epinephrine) and non-prescription (i.e. Benadryl/antihistamine) medication must be provided for the student with life threatening allergies to the Briarcrest nurse for emergency use during the school day. Equivalent dosages of both prescription and non-prescription medication, must also be provided to the Briarcare director or his/her designee, for after school use, if needed. 
· Failure to follow these guidelines means medication cannot be given at school.

· A separate lunch table or area will be available for students with life threatening food allergies.  This table or area will be designated as a table/area to which the specific known life-threatening allergen (i.e. peanuts or peanut products) should not be brought.  Even with this designation, however, there is no assurance that such a separate table or area will be free from life threatening allergen(s).  While the table or area will be cleaned in the customary manner along with the other lunch tables/areas, there is no assurance that it will be free from all residues of the life-threatening allergen.

· Briarcrest makes no commitment that food in the cafeteria, the student’s classroom or anywhere else on Briarcrest’s property, including vehicles, will be free of food or food residue that could trigger a student’s life-threatening allergic reaction or anaphylactic emergency.

· Parents / guardians of students with life-threatening allergies are expected to be sure their student knows their life-threatening allergy triggers and can identify and avoid such triggers.  This knowledge should include food items sold / provided in the cafeteria and at snack time.  Parents / guardians of students with life-threatening allergies triggered by certain foods may want to prepare lunches and/or snacks free of such foods to be sent to school with the student for the student’s consumption each day.  

· Briarcrest will not knowingly give or knowingly allow to be given to any student, about whom it previously has been provided information, as stated on the first page of this policy, foods known by Briarcrest to trigger a life-threatening allergic reaction in that student.  However, Briarcrest assumes no responsibility for food that is received by such a student, without the direct knowledge of Briarcrest, such as from a fellow student or any person not acting as an agent of Briarcrest within the scope of the agent’s authority.

· The parents / guardians are encouraged to have their student wear a medic alert bracelet listing the student’s life-threatening allergies and or risk of anaphylactic emergency.

· In the event of an allergic reaction of a student identified as having a life-threatening allergy, the school nurse, the student’s teacher or another appropriately trained Briarcrest staff member will follow the student’s Allergy/Anaphylaxis emergency action plan provided to the Briarcrest nurse by the parents / guardians and agreed to in writing by the Briarcrest nurse. 

· When an elementary student has a documented life-threatening allergy triggered by certain food or suspected allergen, the following items will apply:

· If the parents / guardians make a request in writing recommending information to be communicated to parents of classmates, the Principal and / or teacher, to the extent deemed appropriate by Briarcrest, will send information about the student’s life-threatening allergies to the parents of classmates.  Along with this information, the School will send its encouragement to be sensitive to the student’s life-threatening allergies by voluntarily refraining from sending food to school that is listed as potential trigger of a life-threatening allergic reaction.  Briarcrest will not be obligated to confirm receipt of this information by classmates’ parents.  This should not be misunderstood as an absolute ban on such food or suspected allergen.


	Foods that trigger life-threatening allergic reactions in certain students, including peanuts, will not be banned from Briarcrest campuses or off-campus facilities, including vehicles, used by Briarcrest.  So, it would be reasonable to expect that students, at one time or another and to one degree or another, will have some exposure to foods or food residue that could trigger life-threatening allergic reactions.  This policy should not be misinterpreted as providing any assurance that such life-threatening allergy trigger products will not be present on Briarcrest campuses.

	This policy is not designed to prevent the risk of a life-threatening allergic reaction on Briarcrest campuses or off-campus facilities, including vehicles, used by Briarcrest.  Rather, the only purpose of this policy is to inform parents / guardians and students of the only precautions Briarcrest will undertake to reduce the risk to students with life-threatening allergies and, thereby, enable parents/guardians and students to take whatever precautions they elect, with full knowledge of what to expect and what not to expect from Briarcrest.

This policy supersedes any previous policies, procedures or practices of Briarcrest regarding life-threatening allergies.
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