FLORENCE HIGH SCHOOL JROTC
232 HIGHWAY 469 NORTH
FLORENCE, MISSISSIPPI 39073
January 21, 2021
Dear Parent(s):

1.  We cordially invite your son/daughter to join our JROTC program.  JROTC is taught by retired military personnel at selected schools throughout the United States and its territories.  The mission of JROTC is to “Motivate young people to be better citizens”.  To accomplish this mission, we combine classroom instruction and extracurricular activities to make our cadets aware of the rights, responsibilities, and privileges of citizenship.  At Florence High School, we place a heavy emphasis on personal responsibility.  As cadets gain higher rank, they will be given increased responsibility.  
2.  While cadets are taught by retired military personnel, we do NOT recruit for future military service.  Our focus is on developing teenagers so that they are prepared to succeed in whatever role in life they may choose.  JROTC awards an academic grade, but our true measure of success is the young people we are able to motivate to achieve high personal, academic, and moral standards.  We want to help students develop personal confidence and pride in order to avoid drugs, alcohol, and negative peer pressures to help them attain the life skills that will enhance their success after graduation.  Participation in JROTC DOES NOT require students to enlist in future military service.
3.  Our curriculum encompasses a broad spectrum of subjects.  Examples include: 


Leadership 



Drug Abuse Prevention

Communication Skills


First Aid 
Physical Fitness


Community Service

Planning/Organizational Skills
College and Career Readiness
4.  JROTC was established by Congress in 1916 and has demonstrated over the decades that it works.  Principals, parents, and former cadets consistently endorse the positive impact that JROTC has had on the students themselves and the surrounding community.

5.  As stated earlier, our academic subjects are combined with a variety of extracurricular activities that your son/daughter will have an opportunity to participate in.  These activities are voluntary and include:


Color Guards (ballgames and other events)

Drill (Marching) Competition


JROTC Picnics




Field Trips

Cadet Challenge (physical fitness)


Raider Challenge and PT Team

Military Ball





Camps (JCLC, LeaderSTATE STEM,

Orienteering





Health Care Professionals STEM, National
Leadership and Academic Team


Flight Academy)







6.  Participation in JROTC I gives students the PE credit required for graduation.  If a cadet decides to stay in the program and take JROTC II, they will fulfill the Health credit requirement.  JROTC III and JROTC IV will be counted as required electives for those who decide to take them.

7.  Regulations require that cadets wear a uniform on certain days.  Each cadet will be issued a clean dress uniform complete with everything they need to wear with it.  Uniforms are issued at no cost to the cadet.  It is the cadet’s responsibility to keep up with their uniform, wear it correctly and keep it clean.  Dress uniforms are issued within the first few weeks of school.  
9.  There are no costs for students to take JROTC.   However, some of the extracurricular activities we offer that they may want to participate in do. Cadets can offset the cost of these activities by participating in our fundraiser.  We will establish an account for each cadet who participates. Our current fundraiser is selling 10lb boxes of breaded chicken strips distributed through Koch Foods of Morton.  Boxes sell for $23.00 each and we will add $5.00 to your Cadet’s account for each box sold.  The funds credited to your student’s account can be used for JROTC activities they may participate in such as:

Field trips - $60 estimate
Military Ball - $25 per ticket estimate
T-shirts, Sweatshirts, etc… Cost depends on what they order

JCLC (if your Cadet is selected to attend) - $35
JROTC sponsored camps (Boys/Girls State, Leader STATE STEM, National Flight Academy, MOWW Leadership) Cost depends on camp 
These funds cannot be spent on other school activities or functions, or for spending money on field trips or while at camps.  Any funds credited to accounts through fundraising cannot be refunded when the student withdraws from JROTC.  

10.  Again, we want your son/daughter as part of our program and if they join, we pledge to treat them with the respect they deserve.  We expect a lot from our cadets, and we challenge them to step outside their comfort zone.  As your child progresses through this program, it is our hope that you will see the development of a better son/daughter, brother/sister, student and citizen.  We look forward to meeting you, and are available to discuss any questions, concerns, or suggestions you may have.  Feel free to contact Master Sergeant Todd Norris or myself at (601) 829-6947, or email us at:

todd.norris@rcsd.ms

kevin.donahoe@rcsd.ms







Kevin Donahoe






Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Retired






Senior Army Instructor


