Public Input for Special Board Meeting 11-14
Christy Lennington-Asch
54 Woodlawn St.
As a parent to 10th, 7th, and 3rd graders, I feel that remote learning may be adequate for older students but extremely sub-standard and a last-resort choice for elementary. My child is happy with the hybrid model and cohorts in the elementary school are very safe. I am concerned that his IEP will not be able to be met remotely. The district should allow students to attend school in person for as long as possible. I'm very disappointed that Mayor Leng continuously supports reducing the availability of public education. I feel he is a poor advocate for public school families.
Hello Hamden Board of Education, 
My name is Tiffany Cofrin and I am both a teacher and parent in town. You’ve asked for us to weigh in, so below are my thoughts surrounding Tuesday nights board meeting and the switch to remote learning. 
As Hamden’s governing body over Education in our town, some of the board members seem to be really out of touch with the reality of what is occurring in schools, so I want to give you a brief summary of what the last 10 months have looked like for teachers. Rewind to January: Malware attack, the internet is shut down. Teachers curriculum, resources, lesson plans largely online. We are not talking a day or week, but months. What do teachers do? They adapt. They work long hours, they redo the work that was already done, they figure it out. Why? Because we want what is best for our students. March comes. Pandemic. Shut down. In two weeks, teachers need to reinvent education again, and have to learn how to teach students remotely, many of us with our own children at home. What do we do? We adapt. Work long hours, reinvent curriculum, figure out online platforms. Why? Because we want what is best for our students. Here comes August. Now we are asking teachers to not only teach students remotely, but also live in person, AT THE SAME TIME. Not only is this alone a daunting task, but couple it with outdated technology. What do teachers do? They adapt. They work long hours, they plan curriculum so that it can be taught both online and in person, they innovate, they figure it out. Why? Because it is what is best for Hamden’s children. We are stressed, we are overworked and we are constantly adapting to the demands being asked of us, and to hear Board members say things like “teachers are on vacation” or “teachers are privileged” or compare our public school system to private, for- profit institutions, is both degrading and impermissible. 
Jody, Chris and the administrative team created a hybrid plan that worked. They’ve spent countless hours building this plan and thinking about every possible aspect, leaving no stone unturned. I felt safe going to work everyday, and I felt safe sending my daughter to school everyday. That was when COVID numbers were low. With the uptick in numbers, and the rules of quarantining, schools can no longer function as they did in September and October. The thoughtfully planned cohorts, with minimal extra adult interactions can no longer be sustained. We do not have the staffing to run this model effectively any longer. From a parent perspective, we are only informed when new cases arise and at what schools, but that is it. Parents do not know how many teachers are out because of quarantine, or that schools are not adequately staffed. So from that perspective, of course they want their kids in school- all those letters Tuesday night- I want my kid in school too- but not if her health and well being are at stake. Jody, Chris, Gary and the administrative team are making this request for a reason. LISTEN. One death of a Hamden student or staff member due to COVID19, is one too many. 
Tiffany Cofrin. 230 Hill Street - Hamden, CT 06514
After the last board meeting, the general consensus was to keep students in school because of child care. This is understandable however; we aren't KinderCare or Right at School employees.  
Cases are rising and clearly the hybrid model was working until cases started to increase. Weekly we receive messages about another Hamden Public School case. Board meetings are still over zoom and you think it's safe for teachers to go into a school with 200+ students with 16 students in a class? Also, don't forget about specials teachers that teach multiple classes a day. Keep us safe at home, thank you.
Alan M. Page, MS
West Woods Physical and Health Education Teacher
apage@hamden.org 203-407-2050 Ext 625
ABSTRACT: COVID virus does not discriminate between groups of people. Young students and their teachers are at risk too. Please include our school, Alice Peck Learning Center, in your decision. If schools are closed because they are unsafe for one group of teachers and students, then schools are unsafe for all teachers and students.
Dear Hamden Board of Education:
As certified staff, we are the educators for Hamden’s youngest students with special needs. Since the pandemic, many aspects of our job have remained the same. 
Young Children with Special Needs:
· Learn best when using their hands
· Need physical comfort from an adult
· Need help wiping their noses and caring for their own needs (dressing, toileting, and eating)
· Require close proximity to adults to learn
· Attend daycares throughout the community
Social distancing is not possible with young children. PPE is easily pulled off and full PPE is scary.  
Each week, children transition from Birth to Three to our program. Please remember us and our students as you make decisions regarding our school district. 
Alice Peck Learning Center 35 Hillfield Road, Hamden CT 06518
 Kate McGuinn School Social Worker, Marisa Nelson School Social Worker
 Clarissa Tiffany Dozier  Special Education Preschool Teacher
 Kimberly Papsin  Special Education Preschool Teacher
 Fran Klein Special Education Preschool Teacher
 Christine Ryan  Special Education Preschool Teacher
 Alison Rider Special Education Preschool Teacher
 Susan DeLancy School Psychologist
Nancy Carangelo Special Education Preschool Teacher
 Kate McGuinn, LMSW, MAEd School Social Worker
Alice Peck Learning Center 35 Hillfield Street Hamden, CT 06473 203-407-2257
Considering that most of the staffing shortages seem to be happening in the high school and middle school would it be possible to keep the K-6 schools (and Alice Peck) open until there is a definitive need to close them? Since the younger kids cannot be left home alone it would put less strain on working parents/guardians by letting them stay in the building.  
 That said if looking into the option would delay a final decision being made please disregard the thought and move forward with the vote. I trust the actions taken will be in everyone’s best interest.   
 Best, Betsy Kearney D’Amico 33 Plains Rd Hamden, CT 06514 
Considering that most of the staffing shortages seem to be happening in the high school and middle school would it be possible to keep the K-6 schools (and Alice Peck) open until there is a definitive need to close them? Since the younger kids cannot be left home alone it would put less strain on working parents/guardians by letting them stay in the building.  
 That said if looking into the option would delay a final decision being made please disregard the thought and move forward with the vote. I trust the actions taken will be in everyone’s best interest.   
 Best, Betsy Kearney D’Amico 33 Plains Rd Hamden, CT 06514 
To the Hamden Board of Education:
 I am writing in support of Superintendent Goeler’s recommendation that Hamden transition to full distance learning. When I became an educator in Hamden 12 years ago, I never imagined that I was joining a profession that could potentially endanger my life. I know the importance of education and I understand that this is not an easy decision to make, but I believe it is best for the safety, health and wellbeing of all students and staff.
 After the sudden decision to switch to full distance learning twice so far this year, I can say from experience that teachers have the ability to be effective and make positive connections, even when fully online.
 I encourage you to vote in support of full distance learning and put the health and safety of everyone first.
 Respectfully, Kimberly Simone Grade 7 Math Teacher Hamden Middle School
Jennifer Brasile I live at 216 Anns Farm Rd, Hamden, CT 06518
I want to say that as a parent of a 6th grader it's been a challenge. I have been listening to the meetings and it looks as if the BOE will be making a decision to go remotely. I feel like that is a good choice to make. I just have some questions about going remotely as my child was going to school for 4 days and 1 day at home. If there's any way to have as much "in person" experience is better for the kids. Examples: Zoom meetings would be a great idea to do. Google classroom is helpful in ways by finding out what they need to do that day and the week. The part I would like to see is having to log in at possibly the start of when school will start and that can count as their attendance?? I am not sure if this would work or not but can you have Zoom for each class and have the meetings a certain length in time where its not to long but enough to get it through the day?? I just think that would work and keep everyone accountable for being present. I want my son to keep busy and have a routine in place, which he somewhat does but has more free time. I know this is challenging times right now. I just want it to be as normal as possible if their is ways we can.
Justin Boucher, 167 Dessa Drive.  
Teacher, Father, taxpayer in Hamden.
100 words is NOT enough input in big decisions. I'll try.
I am grateful for our teachers, and our administration.  I am a teacher - my school district is following state guidelines and staying Hybrid.
Please vote NO on the superintendent’s recommendation.
Parents don’t support the recommendation.
Science doesn’t support the recommendation.
The Commissioner of Education doesn’t support the recommendation.
The Governor doesn’t support the recommendation.
The state and community departments of health don’t support the recommendation.
I hope that the board will choose not to support the recommendation as well.
Dear BoE,
 
I am concerned about the 2 month closure of schools. Without evidence of school-based spread, the safety/mitigation strategies appear to be effective. Until that changes, we assume that schools are safe. Spread is occurring in other places like indoor dining at restaurants. Schools that are short-staffed must close temporarily, but please do not close schools that are not short staffed. There is no good "alternative" plan for many families - short notice or long notice, we are in trouble when schools close. Our children thrive in the classroom.
 Clorinda Velez Bear Path 111 Bender Rd
Dear Board of Education,

As transmission rates within the Hamden Public schools remains next to nothing even with the recent spikes in positive COVID 19 tests within the town, please consider keeping schools open after the thanksgiving holiday break. Having school in session has not only improved my children’s mental health and well-being but has also given my family better ability to perform our work duties. My husband is an essential worker and has been in work  in person since school began and I am a full time work from home mother. This hybrid in school learning has been the best we could have asked for in regards to our entire family and we would be very negatively impacted if we were told they would not be going back until after the new year. Our schools have done a phenomenal job with next to no inter-school transmission and we owe it to our children to allow them continue attending as long as possible.
Thank you for your time!
Alicia Liso  121 Central Ave Hamden, CT 06517
My two children have enjoyed their time in school this fall, and I simply wanted to share my appreciation for everyone’s hard work to keep them safe.  If only the rest of our community were so careful!  I trust the decision to close for the holiday season, and think it (unfortunately) wise.  It’s better to have a plan than to face what will likely become constant disruptions.  Thank you!

Robin Green 
22 Fern St
*I appreciate you reading this letter - and all of the work put forth in helping maintain safe schools.Michele PollockSpecial Education K-2Ridge Hill School120 Carew RoadHamden, CT 06571
It is said that it takes a village to raise a child. The current issue is ​not​ the willingness of teachers to wear masks and follow safety protocols, but rather the diminishing number of adults left in our village. When staff are required to quarantine, fall ill, or must remain home because their children’s schools have closed, there are not enough staff to have an adult in each classroom. Come see first hand the challenges teachers involved in getting fifteen children logged in and engaged in lessons, online and in person, while internet connections are failing - before making unfortunate comments.
Dear BOE,

My name is Anna Lisa Aurora and I reside at 22 Peck Lane, Hamden.  I have written to the Board many times before, attended, and spoken on behalf of my children who attend HPS and for the staff at HPS, which I am part of.  Although I know this is not an easy decision, there are few positives of moving forward with the current model at this time.  The staff of the schools cannot sustain teaching in this manner and the fear that many of us have walking into the schools exposing ourselves to so many students and staff is unfair.  Like many different employees around the world, we too should be afforded the opportunity to work from home and give all of our students the same level of attention in the distance learning format.  I look forward to getting back to teaching and learning in the normal format soon, but for now full distance learning seems like the only logical option for students and staff.
Thank you.  
Anna Lisa Aurora
To the members of Hamden Board of Education,
After listening to your meeting on November 10th, I feel compelled to write in support of the Superintendent's plan to close school buildings from November 23rd through January 19th. While I understand how challenging this will be for our students, families and teachers - this is severe public health crisis. Closing our school buildings is inevitable as the COVID positivity rate, related hospitalizations and deaths in the state are steadily increasing. There are going to be very dark days ahead. The challenge of keeping school buildings open is high and will only put more people, and all of Hamden, at risk. Please chose what is best for all of our students’ well being. 
Susan Martinez Sendroff
HPS Educator 45 Augur Street Hamden, CT
For safety we should be going remotely. As a community we haven't done what we need to do to keep our children in school. Before school opened, there were requests for children to meet their teachers, they have done so. We should have been preparing for this like we've been stacking up toilet paper. We knew this day was coming. With the holidays, the odds of doing what needs to be done are more than likely not going to happen. If we don't start taking care of each other now, when is it going to happen.

Dani Nixon  87 W Easton St
Dear Board of Education members and associates: 
I am a teacher at Hamden High School where I have been employed for the entirety of my career - sixteen years. I read many of the letters written to you which were posted for public viewing, and I was disheartened and insulted by much of what I read. 
Without going into every disrespectful comment, I would like to remind our community why we became teachers: because we love “our kids.” Yes; they become “my kids” the moment I meet them - whether I have them in my classroom or not. 
 We are currently all working overtime to convert our curriculum into virtual lessons, using new multimedia to engage students, learning how to navigate the latest technology and platforms, and using our own money to buy new technology to supplement our teaching.  Many of us have taken on extra classes so that our students will have highly-qualified educators instructing them, because there is indeed a teacher shortage.  I welcome any member of the community to shadow me - in person or virtually - for a day to see just what we do and the magic of the dynamic education we are providing.
Aside from the multitudinous ways our jobs have become more complex, we continue to rise to the challenge and go above and beyond. My driving force is to be the best teacher I can be; our children deserve that, our community deserves that. My colleagues and I are working hard daily to create and maintain a warm, welcoming atmosphere that fosters diversity, culture, and community. We do this in person and virtually simultaneously. We meet with students individually any chance we can: between classes, during our lunch and prep periods, and after school. 
We need your support. We need your compassion. We need you to look at us not as numbers, cases, statistics, or “free babysitters” — but as professionals, as humans, as mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, daughters and sons.
Please put our safety first -  not just that of our kids, but our teachers, para professionals, and staff. I believe that you deeply want to make the right decision and you know what must be done. We must transition to virtual, remote learning.
Please “zoom in” to any of my classes, so you can see the magic we are doing within our educational communities. Please know we will continue to provide high-quality education for our kids. We can do this from the safety of our homes. Please don’t gamble with our lives and the lives of the members of our community. I hope you make the right decision so I can be here next year to continue making magic.
A proud teacher; 
Lisa Stamidis English Department 2040 Dixwell Avenue Hamden High School
Dear Board Members,
Please distinguish public health concerns from staffing issues. 
Schools are much safer compared to other spaces that remain open. From what I’ve seen, there is no evidence for infections occurring in Hamden schools. The case of New Haven, where public schools only offer remote-learning, but infection rates are as high as Hamden’s, indicates that closing schools for in-person learning will not prevent COVID spread in our community. I support moving to remote learning only when public health becomes a genuine concern: when restaurants, bars, gyms and private schools are also closed.
If staffing issues can not be overcome, please consider leaving elementary schools open by moving personnel from the high school and middle school or using QU interns. Brick and mortar schools are crucial for younger kids, who need the social aspects of in-person learning. They’re also more important for families who can’t leave younger children at home while working.
Thanks for all the hard work and effort you’ve put into making the hybrid model successful.
Sincerely, Shaul Yogev, 133 Gillies Rd
Currently state and local authorities are keeping open restaurants, gyms, theaters, salons, etc. These are proven high risk high transmission settings for the spread of COVID. Data indicates that schools are a lower risk, low transmission settings. Until more stringent measures are deemed essential in higher risk settings, it makes no sense to close school at the expense of our children.
I am writing to support keeping schools open and continue the current system of hybrid learning, with closures on a case by case basis. If staffing is the issue, keep elementary school open and close the Middle-High Schools.
Molly Persinger, Nurse Practitioner- APRN 
Children at Spring Glen Elementary Grade 4 and 6
74 Bedford Ave Hamden, CT 06517
My name is Rob Lawton. I live at 161 Dessa Drive. If you decide to switch to distance learning for the entire district, please take steps now and in coming weeks to seriously consider ways to move back to hybrid for some or all schools, and do not wait until it is unquestionably safe to reopen every school in the district. Thanks -- 
Kelly Sobocinski, 153 Dessa Drive 

Students learn best in school. Metrics don’t support this transition yet. Spring Glen has had a 0% infection rate. Science says schools, small consistent cohorts are the SAFEST place for kids. Commissioner Cardona said he fears once schools go remote, we won’t be back in January. Prepare that your decision to prematurely close all schools might not be a short term solution. Also be problem solvers. Why have an all or nothing approach?!? Close schools as they need to with data driving those decisions. Tell parents to be ready for closures but Hamden Public Schools will do everything they can to maximize learning in person. Choose what is best for kids. We are doing it right! Hybrid, small cohorts. Let’s choose the kids for this. What the kids need! Let’s let science and data inform school closing. Not community metrics, not over hyped fear... real school data about transmissions. Thank you. 
Please consider a shorter distance-learning time frame based on all the hardships and detrimental effects on children, especially in our elementary schools. A break from December 14th to January 19th would cover the (much longer) Winter break and would be more manageable. At this point if people are traveling for Thanksgiving (which is against public health advice), they would have to be quarantining already.
Thank you,
Melissa L. Whitson 135 Ardmore St.Hamden, CT melissawhitson@gmail.com
I support superintendent Goeler's recommendation that HPS transition to distance learning.   HUGE SHOUT OUT to the entire team!  Our community has worked tirelessly to create/ implement a learning model for all.  We are exhausted and scared.  Teachers LOVE our students!   Parents TRUST me; we want your children to succeed as much as you do, as this reflects our success.  We LOVE seeing students even with MASKS/ SOCIAL DISTANCING.  This is not a question of what is better.  Our focus needs to be on safety/interconnectedness.  Teachers are ready to utilize the district's tools to continue direct instruction via the zoom platform.  
Melissa Kidder-Blake  
Special Education Teacher, Hamden Middle School
Melissa Kidder-Blake 7th Grade Resource Teacher Team Leader, Room 239 203-407-7239
Dear Board of Education, 

I am writing as a concerned employee of Hamden Schools and a parent of two school-aged children. I am concerned about the recommendation to make all schools virtual  The CDSE and DPH are against arbitrary school closures.  If staffing concerns are at the forefront of the rationale, please make those school virtual.  From what I can tell this would impact the Middle School and the High School.  The Elementary Schools are functioning fairly well in regards to staffing and have yet to have a closure related to staffing needs. 

If the BOE approves the request to make all Hamden schools virtual, I am asking that include ALL programs in that decision.  If the rationale is an increase in COVID 19 cases and to allow protection for staff and students it seems inequitable to keep Special education programs in person. I am not arguing that in-person education is beneficial for these students.  However, if schools are to go virtual to allow quarantining from potential holiday gatherings then please protect ALL staff and students. 
Thank you, Casey Arenberg 24 Westminster Street

To whom it may concern,
     This is not a letter for or against closing the schools and going fully remote. I am a teacher and I will do my job to the best of my ability regardless.  This letter is in response to what I witnessed at the last BOE meeting. Quite frankly I am stunned, saddened and hurt by comments from one board member in particular and by letters from community members that were shared. I feel that teachers are being portrayed unfairly. I did not ask for the schools to be shut down. What people seem to be forgetting is that we are in a PANDEMIC. Nobody asked for this!
        I agree that the best place for my students to learn is in the classroom with me.  Make the decision that you feel is best for the safety of the children and the community.   I would just like it on record that this teacher and many others want to be with their students.  
Sincerely, Lisa Kingston 261 Willow St
Dear Hamden BOE, 
I am asking that you consider keeping elementary school children in the Hybrid model. These children need in-person learning especially the younger grades. My daughter was remote this week and I can tell you that she struggled daily with learning from home. Have any of you taken the time to look at what the remote learning actually looks like with younger grades? The Governor has repeatedly said he wants to keep kids in school.  Our kids wear a mask all day and they are in their designated cohorts, Bear Path has done an excellent job keeping our kids safe!  You gave us the option to choose Hybrid vs Remote at the beginning of the year, and we choose hybrid because we knew that our daughter needed in person learning. Some children do excellent with remote learning but for most this is a struggle. Going fully remote will have a ripple affect on our children and families. 
Sincerely, 
Teresa Considine
85 Thompson Street
Mark Bradford 255 Ridgewood Ave, Hamden, CT 06517
Parent of children in 3rd and 6th grade SPG
There are substantive concerns about the effectiveness of distance-learning, especially for elementary school children. While there is debate around the extent of learning loss, recommended interventions include: 1) retention of elementary-level in-person learning for as much time as is possible; and when in distance learning mode, 2) daily 1-on-1 tutoring and other similar intensive interventions to remediate some of the learning loss.
In short, if the BOE opts for distance learning, it is imperative that additional, intensive interventions are simultaneously implemented - these include testing to target tutoring needs, tutoring to meet those needs, and as much in person content as possible. Distance learning in the absence of such interventions is an abdication of responsibility to education of children in Hamden because parents cannot replace trained and experienced teachers.
Recent emails from the Superintendent's Office placing the primary burden on parents is an unrealistic expectation. Most folks have to work and so schooling and Hamden's economy, near and longer term, are coupled. Investments now in a hybrid model seem to make sense for everyone. A return to the distance learning model that was used in the spring is a decision to cause harm to our children and should be an embarrassment to the BOE and Hamden's educational system.
Mark Bradford
Dear Hamden BOE,
We are in favor of the proposed two month remote-learning model. With the US daily COVID-19 cases exceeding 181K on Friday (11/13/20), and a positive rate of 36% for Hamden according to the New Haven Register, and multiple robocalls a day now being sent from the school system, even staying open until 11/23 seems risky for the students, the staff, and for the entire town.   
Respectfully, Melissa and Carl Haberfeld 259 Todd Street, Hamden
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
· We accepted a less-than-ideal hybrid model because it would make classroom-by-classroom or school-by-school shutdowns possible. Couldn’t we try that before a full district closure?
· Distance learning is not the same for everyone. Couldn’t we keep K-2/elementaries open since those children need the most support to be successful in distance learning?
· How will you reduce the burden on working parents? Can paras supervise cost-free distance learning sites?
· How will you assess and make up for the learning loss this change will cause?
· Survey families weekly to understand the impact of your decision.
· Be transparent, proactive, and communicate about plans to return. 
Lindsay Lawton
161 Dessa Drive
Dear Hamden Board of Education,
Right at School costs $39 per day for working families that cannot stay at home during the distance learning day. Under the board proposal of remote learning until 1/19/2021, this would mean that families would need to pay $1,209 for just one child, let alone if they have more than one younger student in the school system.
Please do not go remote with the elementary level students for academic, social, emotional, and financial reasons. The students need to be in school as much as possible, especially if staffing is not an issue.
 Respectfully, Mario Ciccarini 1243 W. Woods Rd.
Good evening,
If the BOE decides to alter the current hybrid elementary school model, I urge the BOE to create a new hybrid model that maintains some level of in-person learning for early grades (e.g. K-3, K-2, K-1). If the current level of days and hours cannot be maintained during the winter, a reduced in-person learning model is greatly preferred to fully remote learning for young learners.
Thank you,
Ryan Ott 83 Haverford St.
The District has been handling the instances of COVID cases well, with minimal impact on other students in the district. That said, if/when the District switches to full distance learning, it is critical that the online instruction include live, bidirectional communication, such that the kids are engaged and receive feedback from their teachers. Additionally, to mitigate the social and educational losses due to reduced in-person instruction time, the distance learning curriculum really needs to be of a duration that at least approaches the in-person school day. Currently, our 1st grader’s virtual day contains about 1 hour of content none of which is live. The district has had 8 months to learn how to do virtual learning better- it is time to demonstrate this to families.  
Respectfully,
Tracy Rabin & Jeremy Schwartz 14 Churchill Road
Please allow staff and students to move to a full distance learning model from November 23rd to January 19th. As a Hamden High teacher, wife of another Hamden High teacher and mother of two current Hamden High students I know how important in person learning is. In person, however, is not as important as our lives. As the community infection rate increases so does the chance of infection in schools. Please be proactive in helping to slow the spread and save lives.
Elizabeth Young, 25 Elizabeth Road Hamden CT, 06514
Dear Friends,
My son is a 5th-grader at Spring Glen. He did the first three weeks of this year in Remote mode, then switched to Hybrid. I’ve been able to observe his learning closely in both forms. The difference in the effectiveness of in-person versus remote schooling is enormous. The social aspect of course is crucial. But being outside of the house with special teachers and peers, and getting instruction, inspiration, and responses in person are all absolutely vital to the learning process. As long as there is no emergency reason for shuttering schools, please allow our children and their working families to flourish. PLEASE KEEP THE SCHOOLS OPEN.
With thanks and best regards,
Jacqueline Jung 134 Wakefield St. Hamden, CT 06517 (812) 318-0675 
Thank you to Hamden’s educators for providing hybrid schooling these past two months. In-person schooling has been instrumental to children’s wellness during this stressful time.    
Given staffing concerns that now limit continued in-person learning, please prioritize students who have difficulty accessing remote education, including some special education students and our youngest learners (K-3; K-6). Please be creative to provide these children with some continued in-person learning.  
I also ask the district and the town to collaborate to support single parents, essential workers, and families who cannot afford to keep children home during closures.  
Best,  
Megan Goslin Haverford St 
To the Members of the Board:

Our kindergartener is at Spring Glen and we urge you to keep the elementary school’s current hybrid model. The school has been successful and doing an amazing job at in-person learning! Our daughter loves school and learns so much from her teachers and peers. This experience is invaluable and cannot be mirrored at home. Beyond our concerns for our daughter, it would be hugely difficult to oversee our 5-year old daughter’s at-home education while also working full-time.  Instead, let’s continue the hybrid model for elementary schools for as long as possible.
 
Blake Sullivan & Marsha Movshovich
27 Spring Garden Street
Dear Board of Ed members,
Voting to go fully remote will further stunt students learning while also depriving them of any services they qualify for as well as the social/emotional growth they get from in person learning. I urge you to vote against full remote learning. 
Sincerely
Anthony Inzero  124 Woodlawn St
To the Board of Hamden Public Schools,
It is my hope that when the Hamden Board of Education considers the return to full distance learning, they will make a decision that supports the physical and mental health of ALL staff and students that attend our schools. Experts tell us that Connecticut's numbers of Covid cases are rising at an alarming rate, particularly in Hamden. 
The ideal is for students to be learning in school, but it should not be done if we risk staff and student lives. Unfortunately, the pandemic is causing almost everything that touches our lives to be altered and adapted to, including the educational process. 
Sincerely,
Taryn Scecina School Social Worker Hamden Middle School
2623 Dixwell Avenue Hamden, CT 06518  
trauma, and it is very difficult for students to access learning when they are in a heightened state of anxiety over potential day-to-day changes in their lives. Children and adults are constantly waiting for the other shoe to drop. Educators know that students are best served by a consistent routine, and these inconsistencies will likely become more and more frequent with the uptick in cases, putting an unnecessary strain on students’ mental health. This is most impactful to our youngest children. On a more serious note, I wish to express to the Board a brief insight into what my school community experienced a few years ago. As a teacher at Church Street, one of my students, Rahsohn Wali, died of cancer. This, of course, was unrelated to COVID and in that respect, does not connect here. However, words cannot articulate the agony of the aftermath of this tragedy as it relates to supporting a school community. Our building immediately went into crisis mode. Mental health professionals from all Hamden Public Schools came right away and spent days in a makeshift therapy room, giving students and staff the space to grieve, talk, and cry. We hugged each other, we wiped tears from every child’s face, and we had to attempt to carry on. Children were inconsolable, shaken by how close to home this felt and terrified that they would be next, constantly asking us questions about the disease and its transmission. My team and I spent weeks working toward getting back to academic instruction while trying to address the emotional needs of all children. It was the hardest thing that I have ever had to do. Thinking back to those moments, those feelings... had we been required to maintain six feet of distance from every grieving child, I am not sure how we would have come out of that tragedy. Social workers and psychologists from other buildings would probably not be able to come in because the potential for exposure would be far too great. We are facing something that is mostly unknown to us, but we do know that it sometimes kills people. I don’t ever want anyone to have to experience what we went through. Why would we risk the safety of our children in the name of socialization and child care? Simply put, we CAN give a high-quality education remotely, and the plan from HPS leadership has thoughtfully included options for daycare and in-person services for our neediest children. To me, it is a no-brainer. While social constructs have likened schools to daycare centers, education is a craft and we are highly-trained and ready to deliver instruction remotely. Know that if we go fully remote, teachers will consider the social needs of your children and do what they have always done throughout history -- adapt and improve practices based on the needs of the students. Finally, please consider the language used and insinuations made when talking about teachers in a public forum. Educators are working harder than they ever have before to teach children in-person and online simultaneously, digitizing all content to ensure access. It is important to remember that each of you holds a position of power in the community, and that your influence is vast. Hearing some BOE members reference a desire for teachers to stop going on vacation and describing EPSLA leave as a privilege sends a message to the community about how educators are valued in Hamden. We are a public school system that services all children without requiring academic qualifications or private funding, and the comparison to for-profit private institutions is ludicrous. We are all supposed to be on the same team, and can only achieve our full potential in the improvement of students' learning outcomes when we support one another. Words and tone matter, and genuine empathy can go a long way. Respectfully, Kara Breen
Kara Breen (she, her, hers)
Literacy Specialist Ridge Hill School
We have been reading posts in Hamden social media and listened to the emails read at last Tuesday’s BOE meeting. It’s important to understand how a decision like this affects people, but that kind of input does not get the whole picture. As parents, residents, and a teacher, we hope the Board looks at what needs to be done to keep our community safe. There are other safe solutions for keeping our children educated, connected, and cared for while parents work, not just keeping schools in-person. Please make the wise decision to help stop the spread of this pandemic. 

Jacqueline & James Church
135 Exeter Road
Hamden, CT 06518
To HPS Board, 
            Educators are driven by research-based data, yet the district appears to be recklessly disregarding current district & research-based data pertaining to the rapidly increasing cases & the immediate, increased vulnerability of adults (especially with compromised systems) compared to children even if all PPE precautions are fully implemented.  We have proven our capability of providing instruction remotely.  At this point in time, full Distance Learning for ALL staff and students is the only viable option to provide fair & equitable educational instruction at ALL levels while ensuring overall safety.   
 Sincerely,  Melissa Rowe, HMS 
Good afternoon-
As we know this again isn’t an easy decision but it has to be the right one. When schools closed in March, the distance learning process was a joke but it was an emergency situation that nobody was prepared for. Things have changed!
Our teachers, staff, Principals and kids seem to have adapted to this unfortunate way of life. It’s the kids that are feeling it the most! They need the education which the distance learning is sooooo much better now, my son has been in school but the almost daily phone calls of more positive cases are unnerving.
Parents are complaining that kids aren’t getting sick, that they and teachers are bringing it in from the outside.(over 300,000 school age children have tested positive in the US). Parents ignore those stats  It doesn’t matter where it came from! What matters is that it IS in our schools. Sick teachers, no class, sick students, no school. Too many parents are using schools as babysitters. Closing school through January is a great idea. These parents don’t know the difference between Covid and the flu.... hospitals will be jam packed more than ever. Keep the kids home for 2 months, keep the likelihood of spreading the virus down.
Thank you 
Deneen and Ron Stone 
620 West Woods Rd
We want to thank the BOE and entire Hamden Public Schools staff for working so hard to keep the students safe during the last two months of school. You've done a great job! We now support the decision to move to full distance learning given the current Covid-19 trends.
However, we also ask you to challenge the students. Require them to read, problem solve, create, collaborate and learn. Teach from 'bell to bell' and assign some homework. Require students to keep their cameras on. Please do not allow distance learning to be an excuse for minimal learning. 
Thank you!
Kneil & Sarah Northrop 330 Hill Street
 
Results of Community Survey – collected by the Spring Glen PTA November 12-14, 2020  The Spring Glen PTA solicited feedback from the Spring Glen community about the BOE’s proposed plans for closing schools.  We received 157 responses in just two days (136 parents/caregivers, 20 teachers and 1 community member).  Below are our findings, which we hope will be constructive input to the BOE. Across all respondents, one-third supported distance learning for all schools between November 23, 2020 and January 19, 2021. 58% (blue and gray) of respondents prefer to keep schools open, or at the very least, keep elementary schools open. 
 
Parents have a strong preference to keep elementary schools (38%) or all schools (24%) open. 
34%
32%
24%
5% 2%3% Distance Learning Preference (all respondents) Keep Elementary Schools Open Regardless of Other Schools All Schools Distance Learning Nov. 23/30 to Jan 19 All Schools Stay Open As Long As Possible Other
All Schools Distance Learning from end Winter Break to Jan 19 Listen to CDC/Health Dept

 The 20 teachers who responded to the survey expressed a desire to move to distance learning between November 23, 2020 and January 19, 2021.  25% of teachers supported keeping schools (elementary or otherwise) open for as long as possible. 
 
The hardships most cited by our respondents were as follows: 1. Social/emotional impact on children from distance learning (58%) 2. Learning gap caused by distance learning (48%) 3. Concerned schools will not return to hybrid learning after Jan. 19, 2021 (46%) 4. Lack of childcare (43%) 5. Concerned about inequality gaps with distance learning (40%) 6. Difficulty in helping children with schoolwork (36%) 
38%
27%
24%
6% 2%3% Distance Learning Preference (parents/caregivers) Keep Elementary Schools Open Regardless of Other Schools All Schools Distance Learning Nov. 23/30 to Jan 19 All Schools Stay Open As Long As Possible Other
All Schools Distance Learning from end Winter Break to Jan 19 Listen to CDC/Health Dept
5%
70%
20%
0%5%0% Distance Learning Preference (teachers) Keep Elementary Schools Open Regardless of Other Schools All Schools Distance Learning Nov. 23/30 to Jan 19 All Schools Stay Open As Long As Possible Other
All Schools Distance Learning from end Winter Break to Jan 19 Listen to CDC/Health Dept
We believe it’s important to highlight that many of our respondents (and ourselves included) appreciate the difficulty of this decision.  In addition to this summary, we have over 100 additional comments which we can provide for review upon request. Thank you for your careful consideration. - The Spring Glen PTA Submitted by Courtney Connors, President Spring Glen PTA – 11/14/20 12:30pm  
Good afternoon, 
My name is Shannon Prevost, I am a 1:1 Paraprofessional in an IIC Classroom. There are talks that IIC classrooms could remain open despite regular education classrooms potentially closing. If you are truly closing these rooms because we are unable to properly staff them, then it would be a disservice to these students to remain open. We know these special needs can be better met in person, however; if we cannot effectively staff our classrooms, we are asking these children to come into an environment that is not able to fully support them and with COVID transmission rates continuously rising, it is also not a 100% safe space for them to learn. 
Please consider my thoughts when deliberating on potentially keeping IIC classrooms open. 
Shannon Prevost Special Education Paraprofessional
West Woods School
﻿What will the plan be going forward? 

Will learning days revert back to regular hours?  Times were shortened to allow more planning time, since there were 2 groups...in person and online learners.  Now there will be just one.  

Also, how to you plan to keep students engaged with teachers/ fellow classmates, without making them feel as though they are “teaching themselves”?  At times, students log into class, receive assignments, then instructed to log off and complete their work on their own. 

Without knowing the answers to these questions, and the many others, how can an informed decision be made? 

Thank you,
Julia Desroches
32 North Woods Road
We are teachers in the ALsC program at HMS. Between us we have almost 50 years of teaching. We have chosen to work with the students with some of the most significant needs in the district. We are asking the board to please award our students and staff the same protections they are considering for those with less need. We love working with our students, and our dedication to them would not change if we were to go virtual. The primary need should always be the safety of our students and staff.  
 Thank you for your time, 
ALsC Teachers 
Ashley Kimbell, Patricia Patnoad, and Kathrine Sullivan 
37 Spice Hill Drive
Kathleen Kiely  
69 Augur Street Hamden, CT 06517 
 Dear Board of Education Members,  
I want to clarify what I hope were misunderstandings about the need for all students to be distance learners. I think we can all agree that ideal instruction and school setting is a Pre-COVID student centered classroom that is designed to meet all or our children’s needs. Our number one priority must be safety and consistency as this virus has created an unsafe and unstable environment in our everyday lives. By having all students shift to distance learning during a spike in hospitalizations and when quarantine for classes, schools and yes, teachers will by nature be an increasing occurrence we can maximize our instruction time and teachers can focus on how to best meet the diverse needs of our students. Please allow all students to get the best instruction possible as safely as possible during this tumultuous time. I know that the needs of families and parents are great and I encourage you to be an ally with Hamden’s leadership to find ways to support families and give them what they need without having their only choice be to put themselves and their loved ones at risk.  
 Thank you for your time and commitment, 
Kathleen Kiely,
2nd Grade Teacher,
Ridge Hill Elementary School
120 Carew Rd.
Hamden, CT 06517
(203) 407-2035
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