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Introduction
The First World War that humankind faced was from 1914 to 1918 and the Second World War was from 1939 to 1945. Fortunately, a third world war has not yet occurred. However, there have been instances in history since 1945 when global superpowers have gotten extremely close to that dreadful moment. One of those instances was the Cuban Missile Crisis during the Cold War.  

Background information
The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 dates back to a few years prior to when President Fulgencio Batista was in power. This President was accepted and welcomed by the U.S because he established good relations with the country and supported American businesses based in Cuba, which included monopolizing a majority of the nation’s sugar plantations as well as its mines and cattle ranches (HISTORY.COM). 
However, the U.S became unsettled once Fidel Castro overthrew President Fulgencio Batista in 1959 and assumed power. Unlike the former President, Fidel Castro was anti-America and did not consider them allies. In the same year, on the 4th of February, Soviet Vice Premiere Anastas Mikoyan visited Castro in Havana and concluded that the Soviets would buy Cuban sugar in return for the Cubans purchasing their oil. This trade agreement was viewed by the U.S as a betrayal from Cuba and started the tension between the U.S and Cuba, while the bond between Cuba and the Soviet Union grew stronger. 
Around two years later, The Bay of Pigs invasion occurred. This invasion took place on April 17, 1961 and was a failed attempt by the U.S Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to overthrow Fidel Castro, who was still the Prime Minister of Cuba at the time (HISTORY.COM). The American President in 1960, Dwight D. Eisenhower, saw Castro as a threat to his nation and all of Latin America. Furthermore, the fact that the leader established close relations with the Soviet Union did not alleviate the situation. This led Eisenhower to allow the CIA to finance and train Cuban exiles in preparation to attack Cuba. In 1961, John F. Kennedy became president and continued the mission. The Bay of Pigs invasion was unsuccessful, and to make matters worse for the U.S, Castro became even more dependable on the Soviet Union for economic and military aid (“Cuban Missile”). 
Castro and Nikita Khrushchev, the first secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, secretly negotiated a deal that was a large determinant of the missile crisis. The deal encompassed Khrushchev installing medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs) from the Soviet Union in Cuba. From the perspective of Castro, this would secure the nation from any future attacks from the U.S. From Khrushchev’s perspective, this would be advantageous because these missiles would oppose those that the U.S had in Italy and Turkey (also strategically near the USSR) (The history[00:01:06]).  
It was on October 14th, 1962, where an American U2 spy aircraft saw their operation in action; the pilot spotted the mantling of missiles in Cuba (“Key Moments”). JFK was informed about the Cubans having nuclear missiles and he immediately organized an off the record meeting with only his trusted advisors. In this meeting they learnt that, with the help of the Soviet Union, Cuba had acquired MRBMs. This was pressing because the missiles were being placed merely 90 miles south of Florida and, consequently, endangered the eastern area of the country (“Key Moments”).  JFK was presented with three options as a response, to react with diplomacy with Castro and Khrushchev, a quarantine on Cuba, or airstrikes with the goal of demolishing the missiles (“Leaders in Crisis”).


Focus of debate
	The debate should be centered around the U.S’s response to the missiles being in Cuba and the steps that Cuba and the Soviet Union need to take in order to ensure peace. Delegates should keep in mind the goal of the Security Council: to maintain international peace and security. So, a consensus is essential within Member States. Even though there is a lot of tension during 1962 between the U.S, Cuba and the Soviet Union, the goal aforementioned should be kept in mind. Do not forget the year this council is debating: a mere seventeen years after World War II ended. These countries do not want to endure another war concerning all the possible downsides: the economic damage, having to rebuild society, people being depressed, feeling empty and suffering a lot... These are just some of the reasons why Member States need to approach debate in a diplomatic way.

Research
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Delegates may only use primary sources or any form of source existing up until the year of debate. For example, the delegation of the United States should look into what was discussed during the meeting of the Cuban Missile Crisis on October 16th. They may want to take a look at the entire recording of the meeting, including the transcript. This would be useful to understand the limited knowledge John F. Kennedy and his advisors had of the situation, namely the type of missiles discovered in Cuba and how long the missiles would take to be ready, in addition to how the American leader discussed and assessed the three options of response previously enumerated. It is very important that the knowledge of delegates doesn’t exceed October 16th, which is why primary sources have high utility. If finding sources before or during 1962 of your delegation is difficult, look at your country’s allies. For instance, if your country is an ally with the United States, you want to look at what the U. S’s standpoint was, because your country will most likely support and ally. And the same goes for being an ally with the USSR.



Works Cited
"Cuban Missile Crisis." HISTORY.COM, 4 Jan. 2010, www.history.com/topics/cold-war/cuban-missile-crisis. Accessed 6 July 2020.
"Cuban Missile Crisis Chronology." John F. Kennedy Library and Museum, www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/life-of-john-f-kennedy/fast-facts-john-f-kennedy/cuban-missile-crisis-chronology. Accessed 6 July 2020.
"The Cuban Missile Crisis, October 1962." Office of the Historian, history.state.gov/milestones/1961-1968/cuban-missile-crisis. Accessed 6 July 2020.
"The Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962." The National Security Archive, nsarchive2.gwu.edu//nsa/cuba_mis_cri/photos2.htm. Accessed 6 July 2020.
HISTORY.COM. 27 Oct. 2009, www.history.com/topics/cold-war/bay-of-pigs-invasion. Accessed 6 July 2020.
The history of the Cuban Missile Crisis. TED ED. Accessed 6 July 2020.
"Key Moments in the Cuban Missile Crisis." HISTORY.COM, PATRICK J. KIGER, 17 June 2019, www.history.com/news/cuban-missile-crisis-timeline-jfk-khrushchev. Accessed 6 July 2020.
"Leaders in Crisis." The national archives, www.archives.gov/exhibits/eyewitness/html.php?section=26#:~:text=On%20October%2016%2C%201962%2C%20President,come%20on%20very%20short%20notice. Accessed 6 July 2020.
"The Real Cuban Missile Crisis." The Atlantic, www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2013/01/the-real-cuban-missile-crisis/309190/. Accessed 6 July 2020.


                             


The situation in Cuba (16 October 1962)


 


 


The First World War that 


humankind faced was from 1914 to 1918 and the Second 


World War was from 1939 to 1945. Fortunately, a third world war has not yet occurred. 


However, there have been instances in history since 1945 when global superpowers have 


gotte


n extremely close to that dreadful moment. One of those instances was the Cuban 


Missile Crisis during the Cold War.  


 


 


The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 dates back to a few years prior 


to 


when President 


Fulgencio Batista was in power. T


his President was accepted and welcomed by the U.S 


because he established good relations with the country and supported 


American


 


businesses 


based in Cuba, which included monopolizing a majority of the nation’s sugar plantations as 


well as its mines and cat


tle ranches


 


(HISTORY.COM)


. 


 


However, the U.S became unsettled once Fidel Castro overthrew President Fulgencio 


Batista in 1959 and assumed power. Unlike the former President, Fidel Castro was anti


-


America and did not consider them allies. In the same year, 


on the 4th of February, Soviet 


Vice Premiere Anastas Mikoyan visited Castro in Havana and concluded that the Soviets 


would buy Cuban sugar in return


 


for


 


the Cubans purchas


ing


 


their oil. 


Thi


s trade agreement 


was viewed by the U.S as a betrayal from Cuba 


and started


 


the tension between the U.S and 


Cuba


, while the


 


bond between Cuba and the Soviet Union


 


grew stron


ger


. 


 




                              The situation in Cuba (16 October 1962)     The First World War that  humankind faced was from 1914 to 1918 and the Second  World War was from 1939 to 1945. Fortunately, a third world war has not yet occurred.  However, there have been instances in history since 1945 when global superpowers have  gotte n extremely close to that dreadful moment. One of those instances was the Cuban  Missile Crisis during the Cold War.       The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 dates back to a few years prior  to  when President  Fulgencio Batista was in power. T his President was accepted and welcomed by the U.S  because he established good relations with the country and supported  American   businesses  based in Cuba, which included monopolizing a majority of the nation’s sugar plantations as  well as its mines and cat tle ranches   (HISTORY.COM) .    However, the U.S became unsettled once Fidel Castro overthrew President Fulgencio  Batista in 1959 and assumed power. Unlike the former President, Fidel Castro was anti - America and did not consider them allies. In the same year,  on the 4th of February, Soviet  Vice Premiere Anastas Mikoyan visited Castro in Havana and concluded that the Soviets  would buy Cuban sugar in return   for   the Cubans purchas ing   their oil.  Thi s trade agreement  was viewed by the U.S as a betrayal from Cuba  and started   the tension between the U.S and  Cuba , while the   bond between Cuba and the Soviet Union   grew stron ger .   

