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[bookmark: _GoBack]The question of sustainably restructuring medical services and allocating resources to combat future pandemics.
	According to Madhav et al. 2017 the probability of a pandemic occurring has increased dramatically given to factors such as globalization and urbanization. The chaotic global response to the Covid-19 pandemic revealed that the world is not prepared for such a global health crisis. The lack of guidelines on how to deal with this situation led to different nations having different approaches to combating this virus. While some were successful, many countries lost control of the pandemic, and, as a result, there were almost 25 million global cases and 835 thousand fatalities (29/8/2020). It is the duty of all Member Stated to learn from global successes and failures in combatting this pandemic to prepare for the possibility of another one. This entails creating a protocol indicating how medical services should be structured and how certain medical resources such as medication; medical supplies (i.e. individual protection equipment, syringes, ventilators); staff; and funding are distributed. 
	A pandemic is defined by the World Health Organization (WHO) as “the worldwide spread of a new disease”. They occur when a novel infectious agent appears which the global population has no immunity against. Typically, pandemics are caused by an influenza virus which originates from the animal kingdom and spreads to humans. These have usually mild symptoms likened to the common cold, thus, most of the fatalities are from more fragile groups such as the elderly and sick. However, some pandemics, such as the present one, are more aggressive and fatal causing more damage. There are even certain diseases which are even deadlier than SARS CoV2. For example, Ebola and Malaria have a much higher mortality rate, however, none have reached the size of a pandemic. If a similar disease were to become a pandemic like the present one, the consequences would be disastrous. Therefore, learning and creating protocols for pandemics is paramount to scale down the effects of such an event.
	There are several pertinent concepts about pandemics and diseases in general whose correct comprehension is essential for a fluent and successful debate. Firstly, a very important number in a pandemic is the R number (the reproduction number), which is the average of how many people an infected person will infect, and it can fluctuate throughout the course of the pandemic. Ideally, this number is below 1 because it suggests that the disease is decelerating, and the number of new infections will decrease over time. On the other hand, if the number is above 1 the number of new cases will increase as the pandemic evolves and the disease will move faster through society. Secondly, the infection fatality rate is the probability that a person infected with the disease will die. Currently, the infection fatality rate of SARS-Cov2 is 0.6 %(McNeil). Although this is not extremely high, this disease is dangerous because it infects a large portion of the population, a large part of which is asymptomatic and unknowingly transmits the disease. To put it into perspective, 0.6% of the global population is 47 million people. 
	Delegates should research solutions used for past pandemics such as the influenza pandemics and the covid-19 pandemic. Delegates should access which solutions were successful and which were not in order to only implement the most beneficial ones. 	Also, delegates should research what failed in the medical response to covid-19 in order to avoid said measures and implement the most effective ones. For example, during the SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) outbreak in 2003, which originated in Asia and has since been eradicate, nations employed control measures such as allocating extra medical staff to combat the outbreak, conducting research on the disease to identify its cause, and create a system for sending notices to travelers who came into close proximity with the disease. Another example is MERS (Middle Eastern Respiratory System) which first appeared in Saudi Arabia in 2012 and later spread to countries in and around the Arabian Peninsula and to Algeria, Austria, Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom, Egypt, etc. To control this outbreak these nations employed measures including dispersing transmission prevention information, investing in research to identify its form of transmission (mostly in hospitals because of close contact), and creating measures for the protection of personnel treating infected patients.
During the debate, delegates should focus on providing solutions for the shortcomings of the pandemic response in the past. However, it is important to consider that the next pandemic may not have the same characteristics as this one. Different infectious agents behave themselves in extremely different ways in every aspect from transmission to symptoms and the infection fatality rate. As a result, the solutions reached during the debate should be more general. Although these are more familiar, delegates should shy away from solutions specifically for diseases with flu-like behavior seeing as not all diseases present this way. For example, notwithstanding that suggesting mandatory use of a face mask is extremely appropriate for diseases similar to Covid-19, this would not hinder transmission for diseases which transmit through the exchange of bodily fluids. 
	It is also recommended that delegates research about the construction of field hospitals and medical centers in the most affected regions. During the Covid-19 pandemic several medical centers were created to increase the number of beds and space available. For example, in Africa, the International Finance Corporation partnered with an African company to deploy modular testing units to increase the accessibility of Covid-19 tests.
	A key point during the debate will be the allocation of funds for the restructuring of medical services. Delegates should debate the source of these funds and where these should be directed. Additionally, delegates should consider how the surplus medical supplies should be produced. Given that existing companies may not have the structure for the production of extra supplies, which are necessary for combatting a pandemic, delegates should develop creative solutions for increasing the production of supplies and pharmaceuticals. 
In addition, the logistics for storing these materials could also prove to be an issue. Due to excess stock, manufacturing companies, medical centers, and pharmacies may lack the necessary storage space. Thus, delegates must address this eventuality through measures such as but not limited to creating guidelines for the optimization of packaging and for procuring addit
	Concerning health professionals, delegates should consider creating protocols for increasing the number of health professionals available and protecting those who are on duty. Health professionals are at the core of combatting any widespread disease, unfortunately, they are usually overwhelmed by the influx of patients during a health crisis because their numbers are not equipped for such a strain. Thus, it is imperative to reinforce their ranks. Moreover, it is catastrophic when health professionals succumb to the disease because it not only advances the pandemic but also decreases the number of professionals capable of working. Consequently, delegates should develop guidelines for the protection of health staff.
	The debate should also focus on the disparity between the pre-existing infrastructure in different countries. Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) have less advanced medical infrastructure than More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs). This translates into a smaller capacity to combat a widespread disease. As a result, delegates should debate how to compensate for the lack of pre-existing infrastructure in LEDCs. 
	Vaccines are the most effective way to completely eradicate an infectious disease. Thus, delegates should also develop a protocol for the production, dispersion, and regulation of a vaccine. It is paramount that the delegates elaborate a plan considering regulations for the efficacy of the vaccine – considering the different possible strains of the disease; the affordability of the vaccines; and the accessibility of the treatment. Moreover, delegates should devise channels for the mass production of vaccines. It is also advised that delegates avoid the topic of vaccine patents and intellectual property to avoid confusion, seeing as this is a separate issue.
	The World Health Organization (WHO) is an excellent source of global and general information. Two incredible sources of country specific information are the government health website and the government’s plan for combatting the Covid-19 pandemic, which most countries have published. Moreover, the Center for Disease Control and the US Department of Health and Human Services covers North America, while the Pan-American Health Organization covers the entire American Continent. The African Center for Disease Control is an African Union governmental agency which provides information on fighting infectious diseases and their progression in the African continent. A source of information in Europe is the European Center for Disease Control and Prevention. Furthermore, the Asian Pacific Foundation for Infectious Diseases is and NGO which has the Asian network for Surveillance of Resistant Pathogens – a non-governmental network for collaborative research of certain pathogens – working within it, which provides reliable information for Asia.
	Lastly, the delegations most affected by this issue are the nations that suffered the most during the Covid-19 pandemic such as China, the USA, India, Italy, Spain, and France. Seeing as these were less efficient in combatting a pandemic. As well as LEDCs with less pre-existing infrastructure and because of this less capacity of combatting an infectious agent. 
It is extremely important that delegates center the debate around planning for the possibility of a novel pandemic. Using information and previous solutions used in previous global health events, delegates must develop clauses on topics including health infrastructure; pharmaceutical and medical equipment development and allocation; medical professionals; and potential treatments. Delegates should take factors such as the variability of diseases and the differences of economic status of different nations which can affect their capacity of combating a pandemic. Notwithstanding that the SARSCov2 pandemic is an excellent example of a global infectious agent, the debate cannot1 revolve around it, seeing as it is not the issue at hand.




	 


Works Cited
"About ANSORP." APFID, www.apfid.org/06_ansorp/ansorp_01.htm? Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
"Coronavirus: What Are the Numbers out of Latin America." BBC, www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-52711458. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
"Essential Steps for Developing or Updating a National Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Plan." WHO, apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/272253/WHO-WHE-IHM-GIP-2018.1-eng.pdf?ua=1. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
Home Page. Africa Center for Disease Control and Prevention, africacdc.org/. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
Home Page. APFID, www.apfid.org/index.htm? Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
Madhav, Nita, et al. Disease Control Priorities: Improving Health and Reduced Poverty. Edited by Jamison D. T et al., 3rd ed., 2017. NCBI, www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK525302/. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
McMeil, Donald G., Jr. "The Pandemic's Big Mystery: How Deadly Is the Coronavirus?" The New York Times, 4 July 2020, www.nytimes.com/2020/07/04/health/coronavirus-death-rate.html. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
"MERS Factsheet." WHO, www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ 
     middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-coronavirus-(mers-cov). Accessed 6 Sept. 
     2020. 
"Rebuilding after COVID-19: 4 Ideas That Might Help." International Finance Corporation, www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/news_ext_content/ifc_external_corporate_site/news+and+events/news/insights/ideas-to-rebuild-after-covid. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
"SARS Factsheet." CDC, www.cdc.gov/sars/about/fs-sars.html. Accessed 6 Sept. 
     2020.
"The UK Governemnt's COVID-19 Recovery Strategy." GOV.UK, May 2020, www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.
"What Is a Pandemic?" World Health Organization, 24 Feb. 2010, www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/frequently_asked_questions/pandemic/en/. Accessed 4 Sept. 2020.


2

