Try out Information
Thank you for your interest in trying out for the Southwestern Middle School cheerleading team. We are excited for you and want you to be successful in your try out.
Please read all of the information below. 
Please be sure that ALL required items in the tryout packet are emailed to Coach Arndt at SMSwildcatcheer@gmail.com.  These are due 3pm Thursday July 16, 2020. Late submissions will not be accepted! If you do not have access to email, tryout packets can be dropped off in box at athletic entrance.
The requirements for try outs will be one chant, one cheer, and a toe touch jump. The video demonstrations are attached to this email. Candidates will also be judged on enthusiasm, facial expression, voice projection, motions, and spirit. We are always looking for athletes that have a positive attitude, display leadership, and are coachable and respectful.
All candidates are encouraged to be “game day” ready for try outs. Candidates should wear T-shirt, appropriate athletic shorts, hair bow, and tennis shoes to try outs. Please remove all jewelry and have hair styled to keep hair out of face (ponytail, braid), and trimmed nails. Please no acrylic nails. Each candidate will be assigned a number for try outs. This number will be used for reference when results are shared.
Tryouts will be held on Monday July 27th. Once your tryout out packet is received, you will receive an email from me with your time for your try out. Parents will bring students to the media center entrance. Parents will wait in the car for tryouts, only students are allowed in the building. Try outs should last approximately 10-15 minutes per candidate. Tryouts are closed to any individual not participating.
Tryouts may be judged by TSC teachers, SMS coaches, current/and or former coaches and McCutcheon cheer coaching staff. Tryouts will be supervised by Mr. Williams. The number of cheerleaders selected for each team is not based on the number of cheerleaders selected the previous year. Participation as a cheerleader last school year does not guarantee a spot on this year’s team.
Deliberations will occur after all candidates have left the gym. Results will be emailed out to the group within 24 hours after try outs. Results will not show candidates’ names, however will show the candidate number assigned to them during try outs.

GO WILDCATS!
Susan Arndt
Southwestern Middle School Cheer Coach
SMSwildcatcheer@gmail.com
[bookmark: _GoBack]765-464-4466

Cheerleading Rules/Expectations if you make the team
· 2020-2021 Athletic schedules will look a little different this year and as of right now they are to be considered “subject to change.” Some changes will be beyond the control of the coach. Cheerleaders will still be required to abide by the sports schedule.
· Represent SMS in and out of cheerleading uniform. 
· Parent and cheerleaders attend mandatory meeting. Information will be sent out after tryouts. 
· Practices will take place at Southwestern Middle School. Dates and times will be available after tryouts.
· Cheerleaders may need to review videos/practice at home to be prepared for practices.
· Cheerleaders will be “game ready” for practices. Appropriate Tshirt, shorts, tennis shoes, hair pulled out of face, hair bow, no jewelry and no acrylic nails.
· Phones will be put away during games/practices. Cheerleaders can check phones during breaks.
· Cheerleaders are not allowed to stay after school until game time. You will be responsible for all transportation to/from games and practices.
· Cheerleaders and parents will need access to BAND app for communication. Some communication will be sent via final forms as well. It is your responsibility to check the BAND app every day.
· Cost of approximately $300-$350 for cheerleading gear and attire. This is a very rough estimate! Items will be selected by the coaches. 
· Cheerleaders typically will need to arrive to the school 30-40 minutes before scheduled game time. Times will be communicated before the games.
· Cheerleaders cheer for all home football and home basketball boys’ games as well as local tournaments at the end of the seasons. We will also have the opportunity to participate in some McCutcheon and community events. 
· 7th grade cheerleaders are not required to attend the 8th grade games. However, if they choose to stay, they will need to sit together in the bleachers and cheer with the 8th grade cheerleaders. The same is true for 8th grade cheerleaders coming early to the 7th grade game. As coach I will be busy coaching and WILL NOT be able to monitor/watch all cheerleaders who are not cheering.
· Cheerleaders will arrive to games “game ready” and dressed with poms.
· We ask that cheerleaders not visit the concession stand at any time during games. This includes halftime and between games. Drinks need to be brought from home or purchased before the game. Sports drinks and/or water are acceptable on the sideline. NO SODA, COFFEE, ETC. as these items can stain uniforms.
· Grade checks will be conducted by the Athletic Director. Cheerleaders not passing grade check will not be able to cheer.
· Care of the cheerleading uniform is important and necessary as these are returned at the end of the year. 
· We practice a 24 hour cooling off period before we contact the coach or post on social media. The coach prefers to discuss issues involving your cheerleader with your cheerleader being present.



 

















Cheerleader Candidate Essay
Name_______________________   Grade (please circle)    7th          8th ___ 

Below, please take the opportunity to explain why you would like to be a
Southwestern Cheerleader and what strengths you would bring to the team. Please include any goals you have for yourself or the team for this season. _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cheerleader candidate Signature__________________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian Permission Slip

I give permission for _____________________ to try out for cheerleading at Southwestern Middle School for the 2020-2021 school year. I have read the parent information and understand that there are financial and summer requirements. I also understand that the decision of the judges is final and I agree to respect their decision.

I understand the possession and/or use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs is expressly forbidden and WILL NOT be tolerated. Any infraction, on or off of school grounds, will result in immediate removal from the cheerleading team. I understand that if my cheerleader is dismissed from the cheer squad, no monetary refunds will be given.

I have read and agree to the social media contract.

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________________
Date____________________







Cheerleader Rules Sign off sheet 

Cheerleader Name__________________________________________________

I have read and understand the rules stated in the Southwestern Cheerleading Rules Handout. I agree to uphold the standards set by Tippecanoe School Corporation and Southwestern Middle School throughout the cheerleading season and the school year. I understand that not abiding by the rules set forth could be cause for dismissal from the cheer team. I pledge to do my best to represent Southwestern Middle School with integrity in all situations.

Cheerleader Signature____________________________________________
Date______________________

Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________________________________
Date_______________________









Social Media Contract

As a Southwestern Middle School cheerleader, the coaches, principal, athletic director, teachers, coaches, and the community hold you to a high standard of behavior. This standard of behavior includes the use of social media such as Facebook, Instagram, Musical.ly, Tik-Tok, Snapchat, etc. If you use social media and post pictures and/or printed material on your account, including but not limited to the use of drugs, alcohol, sexual content, and bullying, it can and will result in immediate suspension and/or removal from the cheerleading team. This discipline will be decided by the coaches and the athletic director and principal.
The area of appropriateness will include, but are not limited to, language (abbreviated or alluding to) pictures, suggestive poses, clothing, threatening danger or emotional injury to someone, reference to alcohol, drugs, tobacco. Any question of appropriateness will be decided by the cheer coach, athletic director and principal.
The possession and/or use of alcohol, tobacco, and illegal drugs is expressly forbidden and WILL NOT be tolerated. Any infraction, on or off of school grounds, will result in immediate removal from the cheerleading team.

All uniforms will need to be cleaned and returned to the cheer coach within 1 week of removal.

Parent/Guardian Signature_________________________________________________
Date____________________
Student/Cheerleader Signature_______________________________________
Date____________________



CHEERLEADER FULL NAME____________________________________________
Cheerleader grade (circle)   7th   8th


Please be sure that ALL the following items are emailed to Coach Arndt at SMSwildcatcheer@gmail.com 
These are due 3pm Thursday July 16, 2020.
Late submissions will not be accepted!
If you do not have access to email, tryout packets can be dropped off in box at athletic entrance.


SMS Try Out Checklist

_____1. Paragraph completed
_____2. 1st semester grade check from power school
_____3. Permission slip signed 
_____4. Social media contract signed
Cheerleader phone number____________________
Parent/Guardian name________________________
Parent/Guardian phone number (cell phone preferably)______________
Parent/Guardian email_________________________________




















