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How to Obtain a Social Security Number

What is a Social Security Number?
A Social Security Number or “SSN” is a unique, nine digit number assigned upon request to an individual by the U.S. government. Unlike the national identification numbers assigned to all individuals residing in some countries, the Social Security Number is not a national I.D. number.

Please note that possession of a Social Security Number does not indicate that an individual is a U.S. citizen or permanent resident, nor does it convey authorization to work in the U.S.

Do I need a Social Security Number?
As an international student, you are NOT required to have an SSN. Contrary to what you may have heard from friends or family, you do NOT need a Social Security Number to:

• Open a Bank Account: 
F-1 and F-2 Visa holders are not required to provide an SSN to banks or other financial institutions. Instead, you may request that the bank provide you with “IRS Form W-3, Certificate of Foreign Status.” Once this form has been completed and filed, the bank will open an account in your name without a Social Security Number.

• Apply for a Massachusetts Driver’s License or State I.D.: 
When applying for a Massachusetts Driver’s License or I.D., you may request a Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) identification number. This number will appear on your license and be used to identify you in the RMV database instead of a Social Security Number. You will need a social security denial letter for the RMV. See an advisor at CIPS for more information about this process.

How do I get a Social Security Number?
Social Security Numbers are ONLY available to international (F-1 Visa holder) students who are currently employed or have been offered a job. The Social Security Administration will not allow any F-1 students to obtain a Social Security number without a letter from the future employer and CIPS.

To apply for a Social Security Number, visit the Social Security Administration office located in the Thomas P. O’Neill Federal Building, 10 Causeway St, Boston, MA (next to the Garden). The Social Security Administration office is within walking distance of Fisher College, and may also be reached by taking the MBTA “Green Line” to the North Station stop.

The Boston office of the Social Security Administration is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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