
AFTER YOU SUBMIT THE FAFSA OR WASFA:
VERIFICATION 

Congratulations on starting or submitting your financial aid application! Submitting the FAFSA or WASFA is a major accomplishment in the transition to post-high school education and training. However, it is not the end of the financial aid application process: Did you know that after a student submits the FAFSA/WASFA they may be selected for verification? 

What is verification?
Verification is when a college checks to make sure information reported on the FAFSA or WASFA is correct. The most important thing to remember about verification is that if a student is selected their FAFSA or WASFA is not considered complete and they will not receive financial aid unless/until they complete all verification requests. 

How do I know if I was selected for verification?
There are two types of verification: federal and institutional
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Federal: The student’s FAFSA is identified by the federal system for verification (this type does not apply to WASFA applicants). For federal verification there will usually be an asterisk (*) next to the student’s estimated family contribution (EFC) on the student aid report (SAR), and the student will have to provide documents to all schools they have been accepted to. Schools will provide information to the student about the documents they need to submit.
· Institutional: When a specific school identifies a student for verification. A student will only be asked to provide documents to the requesting school(s) and will be contacted by the school(s) to let them know they have been selected and which documents the student must submit. WASFA applicants will only be selected for this type of verification, if selected.
Students should check their email and any student or financial aid portal accounts at the schools they have been accepted to regularly (at least once a week, if not more) because this is typically how schools will notify students about verification.

Why was I selected?
· Nationally, about 1/3rd of students are selected for verification. 
· There are many reasons people are selected: federal verification is supposed to be random; institutional verification may occur if a school finds there is inconsistent information or gaps.
· Being selected does not mean you have done anything wrong or that you are in trouble.

What do I need to do?
· Do not wait - take action as soon as possible! 
· Make sure you know what you must submit and when you need to submit by (your deadline).
· Some of the most commonly asked for documents are a copy of a student’s and/or parent’s tax return, tax return transcript from the IRS, or verification of non-filing letters from the IRS. Your school will tell you which documents you need to submit.
· Reach out for assistance! If you need help or are confused ask for help as soon as possible.

Who can I ask for help?
· High school counselor or college and career specialist
· The financial aid office at the career, technical, community, or 4-year college/university you applied to and that is requesting documents.
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