SAMPLE 9TH GRADE FAMILY COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS WELCOME LETTER/OUTREACH LANGUAGE

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Dear <<NAME>>,

Welcome to <<HIGH SCHOOL NAME>>!

[bookmark: _gjdgxs][bookmark: _Hlk517882258]Throughout the next four years, your student will learn about important educational and career options after high school. By 2020, 70% of all jobs in Washington state will require this post-high school education or training. While education after high school costs money, financial support for college is available, and throughout the next four year we will help your family learn more about those resources and how to access them.
 
Some important things to know now about financial aid: 
· Paying for college should not stop your student from pursuing a college education.
· Washington state has financial aid for undocumented students. 
· Financial aid includes grants, scholarships, loans, and work study.
· To receive most financial aid for college, students will need to complete either the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the Washington Application for State Financial Aid (WASFA) starting October of their senior year of high school and then every year they are enrolled in college.
· Parents usually need to provide their income information on their student’s financial aid (FAFSA or WASFA) application.
· Some colleges offer scholarships based on grades or merit, test scores, talents and skills and may require the FAFSA or WASFA for scholarship consideration. 

It is never too soon to start talking about education after high school, and there are staff at your student’s high school available to provide you with more information about paying for college. For now, we encourage your student to explore scholarship websites such as TheWashBoard.org, where they will be matched with scholarships they might be eligible for. Creating a profile is free and your student can update their information throughout high school.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to <<INSERT CONTACT>>. Again, welcome!

Thank you, 

<<INSERT YOUR NAME>>
<<INSERT YOUR TITLE>>
<<INSERT YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION>>
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