Integrated Pest Management Practices for Schools

List of Reasons for concern cited from the Green Flag School Program
What do we know about Children?

· Exposure to toxins suppresses the immune system
· Exposure to toxins impairs the development of the nervous system

· Are less able to recover rapidly from bacterial and viral infections when exposed to toxins

· Children consume more calories per pound of body weight than adults do

· Children breath more air per pound of body weight than adults do

· Children drink more water per pound of body weight than adults do

· Children spend more time on the floor and on the  ground outdoors than adults do

· Children put their hands and other objects in their mouths more often than adults do.
· If the body cannot eliminate the toxins, they tend to be stored in body fat and accumulate over time. Infants and small children are especially vulnerable because they absorb substances faster and have more difficulty eliminating them. Their kidneys are immature and cannot excrete foreign compounds as fast as adults.

What illnesses are we seeing in younger children?
· Asthma affects approximately 4.8 million children. The number of children increased 72% between 1982 and 1994.

· Asthma is the leading cause of absenteeism

· Asthma is the leading cause for childhood hospitalizations for chronic conditions

· 900,000 children have blood lead levels higher than the government “level of concern”

· From 1973 to 1995 Childhood kidney and renal pelvis cancers increased by 32%
· From 1973 to 1995 Childhood soft tissue cancer increased by 37%

· From 1973 to 1995 Childhood Brain and other nervous system cancers increased by 53%

· From 1973 to 1995 all Childhood cancers combined  increased by 10%

What illnesses are we seeing among adolescents?

· From 1973 to 1995 Adolescent thyroid cancer increased by 29%

· From 1973 to 1995 Adolescent Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma increased by 128% (lymph 
· glands)

· From 1973 to 1995 Adolescent Ovarian cancer increased by 78%

· From 1973 to 1995 Adolescent Testicular cancer  increased by  65%
· From 1973 to 1995 Adolescent Bone and Joint cancers  increased by  30%

A 1990 EPA study detected 32 different pesticides in air samples taken inside and outside homes and schools. Indoor air had much higher concentrations. They estimated that 85% of the total daily exposure to airborne pesticides come from breathing inside air. Most products used indoors contain either organophosphate or carbamate pesticides which are acute nervous system toxins.
According to the EPA, indoor air levels of many pollutants may be 2-5 times, and sometimes more than 100 times, higher than outdoor levels.

