Textbook or other Resource Alignment /Adoption Analysis

Thank you for your willingness to review materials for your grade level subject area or course.  Some things to keep in mind in the review process---

1. Basic materials (text) should address goals, objectives and content based on Michigan Curriculum Standards, benchmarks, GLCE’s/HSCE’s.  Supplemental materials should enhance teaching of the subject and include multi-media offerings.

2. Textbooks should be judged by how well they reflect state and district curricula and or essential skills objectives.  Rated in the following criteria:  organization, currency of subject content, correlation with grade level expectations for subject, adaptability for students with different abilities, backgrounds, and experiences, types of teacher’s aids provided, physical features and cost.

3. We are using the textbook change process as a vehicle to improve instruction and learning, review curriculum, and create a structure to ensure that the curriculum, not the textbook, is taught and learned.  
4. There is no such thing as a “perfect” textbook. We may need to remold and adapt the selected publisher’s product in order to meet our unique student and faculty needs.  This may mean omitting chapters, adding multiple copies of trade books or designing specialized units supported by other resources.  Sections of tests might be rewritten to more closely match instruction, content, expectations or state tests.  Workbooks and photocopied materials may be substituted with student projects and papers.

5. The series we adopt must tie into the Scope and Sequence of the curriculum.  Therefore, please also be thinking and looking for how aligned the texts you review are to this curriculum as briefly described here.

6. Please consider purchase of classroom set plus a few extra copies only especially when there is an on-line version available.

In the textbook alignment analysis, you’ll be collecting data to determine the answer to a simple question:  Does this recommended textbook adequately support the teaching of the standards and content expectations for this course and grade level?

For the data collection related to textbook alignment, please have a copy of the state standards and benchmarks and GLCE’s/HSCE’s, the district curriculum and the textbook for which you’re checking the alignment.  Use the attached forms to complete the analysis and return to your building contact/department chair and principal for signatures.

Under the column, GLCE’s/HSCE’s, simply list the standards/GLCE’s/HSCE’s to which you’re aligning the textbook.  (To save time, please just refer to the printed standard narrative and place the number and key word description in the state standards column.)

Under the column, Textbook References, list specific pages in the book that support each of the standards.  As you’re doing this, also make note of a very important issue:  Does the textbook include enough information so that a teacher can teach the standard and a student can learn the standard?  This is called tight alignment.
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When you have finished checking the pages of the textbook for each selected standard, then review the list of standards/content expectations and make a professional judgment about the tightness or looseness of the text to the standard.  Use the chart (rubric) below to determine the level of alignment the book has toward the standards.

Tight



         Loose


_________None
You could teach this

  The textbook has parts
       The book doesn’t

standard with information
  that help teach standards              cover  this standard.

provided in the text. You
  but you would need other

wouldn’t need any other
  resources to do this well.

texts to fill in the gaps.
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