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SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 Board of Education Meeting
Board of Education 2012
President – Joel D. Bergeron; Vice President – Sue Murray;

Secretary – Dr. Darlene L. Pomponio; Treasurer – W. Kirk Hayhurst
Trustees - Patricia Graziani, Paul C. Knott, Rebecca Reed-Hall
PRESENTATIONS
EDUCATION EXCELLENCE AWARD – SET SEG, BIG BUDDIES / LITLE BUDDIES - Travis VanTighem from Set Seg said their company works with school districts and Southgate was one of 27 in the State to receive an award.  He presented the award to our district and Ms. Karen Dunholter, social worker, accepted the plaque for the Big Buddies / Little Buddies program.  She said the program was very successful and elementary students enjoyed their time with the high school students.

SUMMER SLAM - Sarah Johnson reported on the elementary summer school program, SLAM.  This was her 14th year with the program and said it has been very rewarding.  The program is now funded with Title I monies.  She announced the summer school staff: Nancy Nalli, Ryan Dayne, Danielle Marsh, Sheryl Noble, Greg Luna and Pat Beson.  

Ms. Johnson reported on the increases made in the students’ test scores and progress made.  Parents and students were surveyed and overall, everyone was pleased.


The Board thanked Ms. Johnson for her presentation and the work she did this summer.

SECONDARY SUMMER SCHOOL - Larry Miele gave a summary report on the program at the high school.  This Summer School program is based on tuition at $185 per class.  Grants were available for students in need and overall 66 students received assistance.  There were fewer students as other districts offered summer classes and on line classes were also available this year.  There were 228 student slots filled by 158 enrollees.  Six students completed the necessary classes to meet their graduation requirements.  

Mr. Miele met with the counselors at Davidson and Anderson to select the courses to offer that are most needed for students.  He and his administrative assistant, Brenda Coffey, also enrolled new students for the fall as well as taking care of other school business as needed.

DISCUSSION

BUSINESS / OPERATIONS REPORT - Dan Phillips gave a brief overview on the cleaning of the buildings.  They look good and GCA has refinished all gym floors.  They are going to work on the stage at Anderson next week.

Our grounds staff is working on trimming trees and we are stressing the importance of the overall look of our buildings.  We have a weed control program in place and this has helped.

ABM projects are going well.  They are setting up a maintenance program for the HVAC and we are using consortium purchasing to save funds.  Kudos to Judy Wilson for her work in this department, as well as Chris Kowalczyk and Ken Young.

Updates for the Transportation Department:  excess busses were sold; four transportation department employees retired and our mechanic had all busses pass inspection.  Kerr Street is being paved and this will help with the wear and tear on the busses.  

Debra Larson, Food Services Director, sent an update for the department that Mr. Phillips read regarding new requirements from the State and mandated changes from the federal government.  She encouraged everyone to visit the Food Services site on the district web page.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Grusecki said he visited every building on August 28, the first day for staff.   He was introduced to the secondary students and will attend the Fireside Chat scheduled at Davidson.  

He gave an update on Chormann receiving Focus status and Beacon not making AYP.  Meetings are scheduled to see what we need to do to correct this and he is sure we will have a positive report on these changes.  A FIT Committee meeting is scheduled in October.

He thanked Tina Doepker, art teacher, for the fine art work she sent for display at Central Office.  It is appreciated.

ACTION ITEMS APPROVED
Hiring of Amanda Brennan, Special Education Teacher at the Beacon Center
Kelly Kowalkowski placed on continuing tenure status

Dr. Darlene Pomponio
Board of Education Secretary

