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May 14, 2013 Regular Board of Education Meeting

Board of Education 2013
President – Sue Murray; Vice President – Paul C. Knott;

Secretary – Dr. Darlene L. Pomponio; Treasurer – W. Kirk Hayhurst

Trustees - Patricia Graziani, Amanda Kremer, Rebecca Reed-Hall
PRESENTATIONS

MIKE TOSCHI, BUILDING SECURITY SYSTEM AND ATLAS PROGRAM - Mr. Toschi updated the board on the security system being installed that will be funded with 31a monies.  He reported what this system will do in each building.  Bids had to be re-sent in February as no bids were received on the first RFP sent in December.  D/A Central is the company chosen for this project.  

Dr. Pomponio asked if there would be camera in the receiving areas and there will not be.  


Ms. Graziani asked with the five bids received, what other project has D/A Central done in the area and Mr. Toschi said Detroit, Warren, St. Joes, U of M, WMU and more.  Camera access can be viewed from any computer in the district.

Mr. Hayhurst wanted everyone to know the funds paying for this project are from 31a and not the general fund.

Mr. Toschi then gave a report on the Atlas on line blended learning high school program being proposed.  The first year this program would be offered to 9th and 10th grade students and would be housed at North Pointe.  Asher began a virtual program three years ago and it has continually grown.  During the reconfiguration committee meetings discussions were held regarding ways to generate revenue.  Mr. Toschi gave an overview of the Atlas on-line learning program and how it could expand.  He is projecting enrollments of 125 ninth and tenth grade school of choice students for September and this would be the number of students needed to break even.  In the future the program would be offered to grades 11 and 12.  Funding for this would be through the foundation allowance.  

The Board asked about the district’s requirements if these students want to enroll in extracurricular activities.  Mr. Grusecki said they would have to meet the MHSAA guidelines.  

JUDY COCK, ASHER VIRTUAL PROGRAM UPDATE - Ms. Cock gave an overview of the virtual program offered at Asher which began three years ago.  Asher staff provided registration, oversight, student management, mentors, grade reporting and transcripts and the company provided advertising, recruiting and necessary computers, assistance in student management and on-line teacher directed courses.  This was a three-year contract with JST and this has been dissolved.  They have researched three vendors and will have a proposal to Mr. Grusecki next week recommending a vendor to continue these services.

She explained the requirements students must meet to enroll and participate in this program.  A PowerPoint presentation was shown that gave the details in the enrollment and program history.  These students can participate in extra-curricular activities through the Michigan Alternative Athletic Association where their motto is everybody plays, everybody wins.

She reminded everyone of the Adult Education National Honor Society induction ceremony on May 23 and their graduation ceremony for approximately 150 students on June 14 at the Taylor Sportsplex.  

DISCUSSION
UPDATE ON 31A FUNDS – JILL PASTOR - Ms. Pastor said 31a funds are awarded through state aid based on our October free lunch counts.  We have received an increase in this funding the past three years.   This year we received $636,531 and had a $360,000 balance rolled over from last year.  We have set aside $180,000 - $200,000 for a security system.  There are specific items that these funds can be used for and a security system meets one of the requirements.  

We have funded reading recovery teachers, the Wayne State Math program at Gerisch and tutoring at Gerisch.  We also funded $20,000 in summer school grants.    

Math is our number one initiative next year and we will use funds to recall three UTS staff as math interventionists to work with the 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.  This would be supplemental programs for students at risk.  We will also fund five reading recovery teachers and two elementary social workers, counselors and the Wayne State interventionists at the high school.  Salaries and benefits will be paid for these staff members with 31a funds.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Grusecki said he has received and responded to many emails regarding marching band.  We will have a marching band program and will be looking into this.  GSRP and early childhood programs will be housed at North Pointe.  We have received interest from other entities for our two buildings; a church is interested in leasing Gerisch and the Guidance Center is looking at space at North Pointe.  He will share the details when all information is received.

The Governor continues to support repairs to  our roads using tax dollars that will reduce school funding.  If this occurs, we could lose $500 per student and if that happens, we may need to look at extra programs, i.e., athletics, bands, etc.  It is imperative the parents and the community contact Lansing to let them know we need to fund education for our future.

He thanked all the teachers in Southgate for the great job they do all year.  Last week was Teacher Appreciate Week and we know they have a tough job.

He said Mary Rosecrans, Picture Perfect Photography, gave a $382.35 check to athletics that represents a percentage of group athletic picture sales for the month of April.  This is appreciated and he thanked her.

The new sign at Anderson is awesome.  This was purchased through Student Council and was paid for by many fund raisers.

ACTION ITEMS APPROVED:

Recall UTS Staff – Kimberly Otterstetter, Ann Marie Rickman, Rachel Rubin, April Schuck and Crista Johnson

Layoff UTS Staff – Ronda Chatham
Wayne RESA Election Resolution – Cast ballot for James Beri and Lynda Jackson
Wayne RESA Budget Resolution 
Security Systems Bid Award to D/A Central, Royal Oak, MI

Resignation of Daniel Phillips
Dr. Darlene Pomponio, Secretary
Board of Education

