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February 5, 2013 Regular Board of Education Meeting

Board of Education 2013
President – Sue Murray; Vice President – Paul C. Knott;

Secretary – Dr. Darlene L. Pomponio; Treasurer – W. Kirk Hayhurst

Trustees - Patricia Graziani, Amanda Kremer, Rebecca Reed-Hall
PRESENTATIONS
RECOGNITION OF STUDENT VOLUNTEERS, DR. DARLENE L. POMPONIO is the board representative to the Parks and Rec Department and part of their tasks is to clean up parks.  She contacted Bruce Szczechowski and John Nasarzewski, Anderson High School teachers, who arranged for students to help with this Project.  Fifteen students participated with this clean-up and Dr. Pomponio presented certificates in recognition of their exceptional volunteering.  Present at the meeting were Sara Kaminski, Kristen Domez and Marina Cipi, as well as the teachers.  Dr. Pomponio said she was impressed with the leadership and citizens in the area remarked favorably on their work.    

DISCUSSION
FINANCE REPORT - Theresa McLachlan, Business and Finance Director, said this is her third week on the job and everyone has welcomed her.  She will present an amended budget at our next board meeting.  The update of the Deficit Elimination Plan that includes the school year 2014-2015 as required by the State was included and will be acted on this evening.  At the end of this period the district should have a fund balance of $24,500.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Grusecki thanked Ms. McLachlan for coming on board with us.  He appreciates the daily budget updates she provides and this is appreciated.

Mr. Grusecki wanted to update everyone on the Governor’s State of the State address.  His main focus is road repairs and to fund this he is looking to increase the gas tax and registration fees for vehicles.  He is looking to get voters to approve an increase of two cents on our sales tax.  He is not planning to increase school funding even though the state revenues are up.  If there is an increase in the foundation allowance, it would be through an incentive based on a best practice agreement.

The Deficit Elimination Plan includes less staff in all groups and operating the district in a more cost efficient manner.  We are in our 3rd year of this plan and the State approved a two-year extension.  We do not wish to close buildings but this is happening around the state with fewer students in all districts.  He wanted to personally thank everyone as this is an emotional process.  We will have the district back on solid ground and be out of deficit in June 2015.  

Mr. Hayhurst asked everyone to let Governor Synder know we do not need a rainy day fund while cutting public education funds. 

ACTION ITEMS APPROVED:
Rowing team competition trips to Clinton, TN; Columbus, OH; Philadelphia, PA; Saratoga Springs, NY; and St. Catherine’s, Ontario

Amended Deficit Elimination Plan

Hiring of Danielle Baker, Asher Adult and Community Education teacher

Change from Trimester to Semester Scheduling for 2013-2014

Reconfiguration Committee Recommendation to house all ninth grade students at Anderson High School; 6th, 7th and 8th grade students at Davidson Middle School; and to close Chormann Elementary, North Pointe Elementary and Gerisch Middle Schools.  All K – 5 students will be housed at Allen, Fordline, Grogan and Shelters Elementary Schools.

Dr. Darlene Pomponio, Secretary
Board of Education

