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DECEMBER 4, 2012 Board of Education Meeting
Board of Education 2012
President – Joel D. Bergeron; Vice President – Sue Murray;

Secretary – Dr. Darlene L. Pomponio; Treasurer – W. Kirk Hayhurst
Trustees - Patricia Graziani, Paul C. Knott, Rebecca Reed-Hall
PRESENTATIONS
BIG BUDDIES / LITTLE BUDDIES SET SEG AWARD - Mary Lou Provost reported on the counselors grant the district received.  They began the Big Buddies Little Buddies program and she nominated this program for the Education Excellence Award and won.  Karen Dunholter and Derek McLaughlin began this program along with Susan Tepman, Christa Johnson and Candace Dwayne.  MASB / SET SEG received 336 applications for this award and 27 were selected and we received an Education Excellence Award.  Out of the 27 winners, nine were selected as Michigan Best and we received one of these awards.

Karen Dunholter displayed the trophy and said we also received $2,500 from SET SEG.  The program is self-funded and this award will help the program continue.    A high school student produced a video showing activities held during the year that was shown at the Awards Ceremony and the meeting.
Board members said this was truly a special program and worthy of recognition.  They extended congratulations to all staff who volunteered their time.

DISCUSSION

FINANCE REPORT - Mr. Henegar reported a Finance Committee meeting will be held to review the amended budget and the deficit elimination plan.  This will be presented to the Board in January for approval.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT - Mr. Grusecki said the State has given us a two-year extension on our Deficit Elimination Plan.  We are reviewing plans to downsize the district.  The reconfiguration committee is meeting and looking into tentatively closing three buildings, North Pointe and Chormann Elementary Schools and Gerisch Middle School.  The plan is to house grades 6, 7 and 8 at Davidson and Anderson becoming a 9 – 12 high school.  

There will be an informational meeting Monday, December 17, in the auditorium at Anderson High School at 6:00 p.m. to share the data we have gathered.  Another meeting will be scheduled in January.

Mr. Grusecki met with all staff to let them know the progress of the committee.  He met with North Pointe parents last night and assured everyone we will listen and take their concerns to heart.  A final decision will be made after the first of the year.  We will do our best to provide information to move forward.

Changes are happening across the state as there are currently 66 districts in deficit and it is predicted over 100 districts will be in this situation next year.  It is important that citizens contact legislators to do something to properly fund public schools.  

Mr. Grusecki said Mr. Bergeron is completing his term on the Board since July 2004.  He thanked Joel and presented him with a plaque in recognition of his 8 ½ years of service to the Southgate Schools.

ACTION ITEMS APPROVED:

New Hire - Jessica Brancheau, Special Education Teacher at Anderson High School

Summer Tax Resolution 
Anderson High School field Trip to Washington D.C.

Dr. Darlene Pomponio, Board of Education Secretary

