Subject Line: Standing Together
 
Good morning. 

I know we are all shaken by yesterday’s devastating school shooting in Florida. Although it happened on the other side of the country, school shootings are always horrific and heartbreaking. 

I know that people will ask you how we can guarantee that something like this never happens here. The sad truth is that we cannot. What we can do, however, is continue to focus on our relationships with our students. Knowing them by name, strength and need is not just our promise, it is also one of our most powerful strategies to prevent tragedy as best we can.
 
As a school community, we need to take care of one another. If you sense a student or a colleague is struggling, reach out and offer to help. Alert your counselors if you think a student may need extra support. If you find yourself needing extra support, please reach out to your principal or fellow colleagues. In times like these, it is important that we are here for one another. 

I have attached talking points and resources you can use when speaking with students about yesterday’s shooting. We will send a message to all families later today and provide them with similar resources. 

Thank you for all you do to make Highline a safe place for all of us.

Together we are Highline.

Susan
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